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Photo: Alexander Lowry, Semperviretu Fund Collection.Looking West from Big Basin Red w o o
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F O R E W O R D

by
Claude “Tony” Look

The first organization to preserve California redwoods, the Sempervirens Club, led
by Andrew P. Hill, was founded in 1900.

In 1968 —led by Doris Leonard, Dorothy Varian, and George Collins —
collectively known as Conservation Associates, with the additional assistance of
Richard Leonard Esq. The organization’s name was changed from the Sempervirens
Club to the Sempervirens Fund.

The Sempervirens Fund was
founded on the strong leadership of
Conserva t ion Assoc ia tes and the
historic work of the Sempervirens
Club. The Sempervirens Fund's
officers pledged to complete and
connect California's first state park.
Big Basin, with the spectacular Castle
Rock S ta te Park . The connec t ion was

accomplished by the building of the
“Skyline-to-the-Sea Trail” in 1969.

acres preserved
since 1900, the story continues today;

redwood forests are being
challenged by both the logging
industry and the modern real estate
b o o m .
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m We dedicate this very important

story of the preservation of the Coast
R e d w o o d s t o C o n se rva t i o n Asso c i a te s

and Richard Leonard, to all of our donors who have made it happen, and to our
advisors mthe State park system who have placed their trust in what we did and are
doing.
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We especially want to thank the Sempervirens Fund staff —past and present.
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I .
The Thickest; Tallest, Straightest Trees. ..

or in the inland valleys where their principle
food, the acorn, could be found.

(Aif we headed north, there were) the thickest,
taLleot, and otraighte^t treeo we had ever oeen.

Frey Francisco Palou, 1769
(with the Portola expedition)

Europeans discovered the giant redwood trees
that grew along the coast in the fall of 1769,
when the Portola expedition traveled north
from Baja California searching lor Monterey
Bay. Camping on the Pajaro River near
present-day Watsonville, they found the
"thickest, tallest and straightest trees they had

.The Spaniards named them palo

embers o f the con i fe r o r

bearing” family of trees, redwoods are
the largest and tallest living plant

species. They have been on earth at least 130
million years, ranking them among the most
ancient of trees. Their range covered vast areas
of the globe. Once numbering approximately
forty species, redwoods have now
to three species —two in California and
o n e i n C h i n a .

The coast redwood (Secjuoia venipervunu)
which can grow to aheight of over 350 feet, is
found in anarrow 450 mile long strip along
California’s coast from south of Big Sur to just
north of the California-Oregon border. Despite
agitation by the British to label them WeLUngtonia
and by some Americans to call them Wavhingtonia,
this species was named after Chief Sequoyah,
the developer of the Cherokee alphabet. Coast
redwoods may reach an age of 2,200 years, and
one is the tal lest t ree in the world.

The giant sequoia (Segiuna gigantea) of
California’s Sierra Nevada range is shorter than
the coast redwood, but is among the oldest
living of the three Sequoia species, attaining an
age up to 3,600 years. Only the much smaller
bristlecone pine lives longer, reaching 4,000
years or more. The dawn redwood, anative of
south central China, was identified by its fossil
remains in 1941, long before botanists became
aware that the t ree s t i l l ex is ts .

It is thought that Native Americans avoided
the redwood forests except for rituals. The
forests were home to grizzly bears. Tribal
peoples seem to have chosen to shun that risk
and remain among the oak trees along the coast

M
c o n e -

e v e r s e e n

Colorado —"red wood”. Failing to recognize
their intended objective, the group pushed
farther north and camped for several days at
the mouth of Waddell Creek, which flows fromd w i n d l e d

the Big Basin, before returning south to Baja
California. The Segiioia gigantea of the Sierra
Nevada, would not be discovered by Europeans
until eighty years later. With discovery, would
eventually come the exploitation of both species.

The first felling of acoast redwood in
an epochal event.

However, the fellers Involved most probably
lacked the sophistication to understand the
significance of their action. Trees that were
young when the Roman Empire began, were
unceremoniously cut down for crude houses
and fence rails. Although forests were logged
primarily for local construction during the
Spanish and Mexican occupation of California,
expansion of the logging industry had its roots
in this period. Missionized Native Americans
were trained for the task by the padres. In
1791, Ohlones from Mission Santa Clara cut
d o w n t h e fi r s t r e d w o o d s i n t h e S a n t a C r u z a r e a

for timber and shingles to build Mission Santa
Cruz. Aflurry of logging operations were set
off by Governor Jose Joaquin Arrillaga’s 1793
orders to strengthen Spam’s coastal presidios
against possible foreign aggression from Russia
or Britain, as they expanded their exploration
and colonization efforts. British explorer
George Vancouver had taken redwood branches

California should have been
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and cones back to Europe in the late 1700’s. In
1804, redwood would be introduced to the new
United States when aship, the Hazard from
Rhode Island, was repaired with redwood while
in port at San Francisco. Redwood was also
being shipped to timber-starved Peru from
Monterey before 1815.

In the 1830’s and 1840's, the Santa Cruz
Mountains became the refuge lor English and
American sailors who had jumped ship m
Monterey Bay and who found an easy source of
Income mlogging. The boards were cut with
whipsaws, trimmed in shallow pits and hauled
to the coast for sale and shipping. Local
r e d w o o d s w e r e d e l i v e r e d t o Ya n k e e t r a d e r

Thomas Larkin in Monterey for transport to
Hawaii, where redwood was used to build the
first missionary churches, as well as to China
and Chile. Larkin was the first in California to
use redwood to build atwo-story house. That
home stands today as ahistoric monument in
Monterey. This achievement was quickly and
widely imitated, and Larkin dominated the
California lumber industry for nearly fifteen
years. Lumber, like cow hides which were
shipped to New England to be made into shoes,
was ahandy substitute for money in Mexican
Alta California. By the 1840’s, there were three
water-driven sawmills operating in the San
Lorenzo Valley which would put the
whipsawyers out of business.

During the Gold Rush of the late 1840’s and
1850’s, redwood was in big demand for mine
timbers and, as trains came west, for railroad
ties. By 1884, there were twenty-eight sawmills
on the coast south o f San Franc isco and in the

San Lorenzo Valley region, cutting thirty-four
million board feet of lumber per year, not
Including vast quantities of shingles, shakes,
posts, railroad ties, and cord wood. Before the
turn of the next centuiy, most ol the redwood in
easily accessible regions of the Santa Cruz
M o u n t a i n s b e t w e e n S a n F r a n c i s c o a n d

Monterey had been cut down. Loggers had
begun to move north to Mendocino, Humboldt,
and Del Norte Counties, as well as to
Washington and Oregon, where the trees still
s e e m e d i n e x h a u s t i b l e .

After statehood in 1850, Calilornla's land was
practically free for the asking. Popular
sentiment was against regulating logging and a
series of acts by Congress made it easy and
profitable to acquire land for timber. These

included the Timber Culture Act of 1872 and,
t h e F r e e T i m b e r A c t a n d T i m b e r a n d S t o n e A c t

of 1878. Each action by the federal government
also provided potential loopholes for corruption
and permitted concentration ot redwood forests
in the hands of huge logging companies. In
1901 when charges were made that land
speculators had bought up 17,000 acres of Big
Basin land with the intention of selling it back
to the State after the park bill was approved for
the price of $100 an acre, the Boulder Creek
M o u n t a i n E c h o e d i t o r i a l i z e d t h a t :

all the beat lando in the Big Baoin were oecured by
land opecLilatoro thirly- fu’e yearn ago when they
were located by Meooro. Chapman, Moore and
Templeton, immediately on the heeb of the
Government ourveyoro in 1866. It bonly recently
that theoe lando came mto the poooeMum of
practical lumbermen, who ayear or oo ago began
working the timber into marketable producto and
who otill have their men and machinei'y on the
ground for thb purpooe.
Of the many lumber mills built in the Santa

Cruz area during this period, was one built in
1862, the year the Homestead Act made 160
acres o f federa l land in the west ava i lab le to

settler who claimed it. William Waddell, who
had come to California in 1851 and had already
built three mills to the south, constructed this
new mi l l five m i les in land f rom the ocean in an

area that was called the Big Basin, at the
junction of two forks of acreek he named for
himself. Waddell, acousin of the founder of the
Pony Express, also constructed awharf and a
horse tramway to the ocean from his mill to
carry lumber to waiting ships. With Waddell's
untimely death from Injuries inflicted by a
grizzly bear in 1875, lumbering in that area
sharply declined.

O n t h e e a s t e r n fl a n k o f B e n L o m o n d

Mountain in the year Waddell died, railroad
tracks were pushed north from Santa Cruz, and
an eighteen-mile flume was constructed to carry
logs south from Waterman Gap to the town of
F e l t o n w h e r e t h e fl u m e a n d t r a i n m e t . W i t h i n

ten years, the train had replaced the flume,
winding up to Boulder Creek and beyond.
However, aprojected rail line to Pescadero
which would have skirted the Big Basin and
opened it up more fully to logging never
m a t e r i a l i z e d . D r e a m s o f a c o a s t r a i l r o a d t h a t

would have opened up the lower Waddell Creek
area were acasualty of the 1906 earthquake

a n y
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An eighteen-mile flume was
constructed to carry logs
south from Waterman Gap
to the town of Fel ton.

Photo: Hutoiy San Jooe Collection

which caused landslides and destroyed the
n o r t h c o a s t r o a d ,

were four distinct periods in the
lumbering history of the Santa Cruz Mountains
redwoods, defined by their technology for
logging and milling. Prior to 1842, lumber was
created by hand-sawing in pits and limited
logging was the rule. From 1842 until 1875,
lumber mills were water-powered, and logging
was ox-assisted. From 1876 until 1905, steam-
powered sawmills, high-speed circular saws,
and ox and other low-powered logging were the
methods utilized. After 1905, modern logging
techniques began to be employed. The activities
of the earliest lumbering period changed the
appearance and composition of the virgin forest
only slightly, while modern logging has
produced the most striking changes in the
landscape. Each advance in technology,
from sawpits to water to steam to rail, was
more expensive and demanded agreater
r e t u r n o n i n v e s t m e n t .

In 1879, train service had been established
between Oakland and Santa Cruz via Felton,
and financial control of the rail line was soon
taken over by the Southern Pacific Railroad.
By 1885, passenger and freight trains had
pushed north from Felton to Boulder Creek,
and logging of the San Lorenzo River

watershed began in earnest. Depending on the
source quoted, Boulder Creek became the
second or the fourth largest lumber-shipping
point in California. On one night alone, a
seventy-three car freight train loaded with logs
left Boulder Creek for Felton. By the 1890’s, the
dozen miles between Boulder Creek and
Waterman Gap had been clear-cut. The BouGer
Creek Mountaui Echo described the condition of
the San Lorenzo River Valley north of town:

Throughout ito entire length of about ten niileo the
tunher hao been cut out ant) for the moot part the
denuded countiy preoento aocene of utter
deoolation. Where only afew yearo ago otood the
beautiful and alnioot unbroken primeval foreot, the
joy of the camper and the oportoman, there io now
only awiute of bruoh land, faot becoming an
almoot unpenetrable jungle. Private roado are
beuig diocontuiued becauoe there it no longer
material to paoo over them and even the county
roado are becoming inipaooable becaiuie the Lind
hao been rendered almoot worthleoo for taxation
and there can be, ao an inevitable conoeqiience, but
little public moneyo available to repair them. In oo
far ao biioineoo uconcerned thui valley Li fa,tt
becoming aoolitiide and acipher.

Loggers then focused on the Waddell Creek
watershed in Big Basin as the only virgin timber
remaining in the Santa Cruz Mountains.

T h e r e
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The steam donkeys pulled the
huge logs to staging areas

here the oxen teams couldw

drag them down hill to the
steam powered saw mills.

Photo: HLitoiy San Jooe Collection

One of the many logging mills in
the Santa Cruz Mounta ins a t

the turn of the last century.
Fiiiu) CollectionPhoto: Seinperoirem i
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Early Preservation Cries

/feeL nio^t emphatically that we <*hoiild not
turn atree which woo old when the firot

Egyptian conqueror penetrated the Valley
of the Euphrates into ohingleo.

P r e s i d e n t T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t

Santa Cruz, 1903

fifty years. In the 1870’s, the American
A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e A d v a n c e m e n t o f S c i e n c e

pushed for government intervention to preserve
forests. By 1879, U.S. Secretary of the Interior
Carl Shurtz, had asked Congress to set aside a
coast redwood preserve of at least two townships,
about 46,000 acres.

During this same 1870’s period, Irish immigrant
Tom Maddock was lured to California by the
promotional literature of Tom Scott who owned
t h e Te x a s a n d P a c i fi c R a i l r o a d . M a d d o c k h a d

milked cows in Marin County before coming to
Boulder Creek to work as ateamster hauling
wood. In the summer of 1877, after the flume
for floating lumber from the mountains to the
ocean put him out of business, Tom Maddock
built asquatter’s cabin in Big Basin, on land
that belonged to the same Tom Scott whose
literature had brought Maddock west. He
harvested tan oak bark for the leather tanneries
of Santa Cruz and Santa Clara; cut redwoods
into ties, fence posts, and pickets and staves for
tanning vats; and logged madrone for gunpowder
which was produced near Felton and which was
needed in the mines. In 1882, Scott’s original
c l a i m w a s f o r f e i t e d a n d M a d d o c k w a s a b l e t o

secure 160 acres of forest land for the filing fee
of $7.50. In 1883, he built anew cabin from a
single redwood tree on the banks of Scott Creek.
Maddock’s cabin remained standing well into
the present century and the site has been
preserved as part of Big Basin Redwoods
S t a t e P a r k .

In 1886, over the mountains north of Maddock’s
cabin, Ralph Sidney Smith, editor of the
Redwood City Timeo and Gazette, began writing
about the wisdom of preserving aportion of
California’s unique redwood forest. Smith felt
that this preservation would have value not only
mcreating atourist attraction of economic
importance, but for scientific research purposes,
and as along-term investment for the
inspiration and education of present and future

ince the Native Americans, Spaniards,
and Mexicans had essentially left the
redwoods alone, there was no perceived

n e e d f o r c o n s e r v a t i o n u n t i l w e l l i n t o t h e

nineteenth century, when logging had become
aprofitable business enterprise. As early as
1852, Assemblymember Henry A. Crabb of San
Joaquin County asked the California legislature
to secure into public ownership all
of the state’s redwood forest lands. His
resolution, which did not pass, was clearly a
r e a c t i o n t o m a r k e t a b u s e s :

WHEREAS there io good reaoon to fear that the
rapidly uicreaoing demand for (tiniher) will ooon
exhauot the oupply if precantionary niecunireo in
regard thereto are not adopted at an early day,
therefore
BE IT RESOLVED that...the oettlenient and
occupation of all public landj upon which Red
Wood (jLc) u! growing ohall be prohibited and the
Red Wood (oic) timber ohall be declared to be the
common property of the citizeno of California for
them private lue and beneft provided ouch timber
jhall not be made the vubject of trade and traffic.
In 1864, George Perkins Marsh published his

popular hoo\z Man and Nature, which warned
against the detrimental effects of forest
destruction on climate and water supply. In the
following year, the annual report of the Federal
Commissioner of Agriculture contained ominous
warnings against forest devastation. By 1866,
the General Land Office in the U.S. Department
of the Interior predicted that the entire timber
supply of the country could be exhausted within

s
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(1864), Yellowstone (1872), Niagara Falls (1885),
and Golden Gate Park (1887). Smith's plan was
supported by former California Governor and
U.S. Senator, Leland Stanford; William H.
Jordan, Speaker of the California State
Assembly; and noted poet Joaquin Miller,
among others. Smith later recognized that Big
Basin would be abetter site for apark: “The
rugged grandeur of its hills, the dense growth
and size of its forests, equal anything in this
county”. He organized special expeditions for
influential people to view the trees In Big Basin.
They should be protected, he said, because of
their unique beauty which should not be in
private hands. Smith also argued that Big Basin
was important because of its closeness to
population centers. At the same time he said
logging would be unprofitable there because of
the inaccessibility of the trees. This first
campaign for preservation of the Big Basin was
cut short on November 19, 1887, when Smith
was shot in the back and killed by aman whose
business ethics he had criticized in print. Only
ten days before his death. Smith had taken
Abbott Kinney and James Buttner, two members
of the California State Board of Forestry, into
the mountains. The Santa Cruz Sii/f commented
that the party was “enthusiastic in their
expressions in favor of the proposed reserve,
a n d w i l l r e c o m m e n d t h a t a t r a c t o f s e v e r a l
thousand ac res be se t as ide . . .The movement i s

certainly awise one and will meet the
endorsement of eveiy one who has aspark of
romance mhis composition ”.

The movement to create apark mBig Basin
was revived two years later when aretired
military man. Captain Ferdinand Lee Clark,
proposed that 1,300 acres be set aside as agame
preserve and “great redwood park”. In an
article in the Santa Cruz Surf, he wrote that “the
place will be swarming with hunters and fishers ”.
Disputes over land titles forced Clark to give up
his idea for agame preserve, but he continued
to write articles in the San Francuco Chronicle
and San Jooe Merciuy encouraging recreational
use of the area.

While John Muir, and the Sierra Club he had
founded in 1892, directed efforts at preservation
in the Sierra, notably Yosemite and the
Mariposa Grove of Big Trees
detailed proposals to preserve coast redwoods
came from Sierra Club member Will iam
Dudley, aprofessor of botany at Stanford

citizens. This was only ayear after the railroad
had penetrated the heart of the Santa Cruz
Mountains, making large-scale logging possible.
“1 want aportion of this forest saved from
destruction forever”, he wrote man editorial
which was reprinted in San Francisco, San Jose,
and Santa Cruz. There were some who said that
Smith’s zeal on behalf of aforest reserve was
stimulated by the desire of the Spring Valley
Water Company, which supplied water to San
Francisco, to secure apermanent cover for their
Pescadero watershed. Smith could not really be
called anature preservationist, for his vision of
the mountaintop reserve was decidedly
development-oriented. He wrote:

The region lendj itoelf readily to picturesque road-
building, and drioes and bridal paths might be
made to command apanorama of unexampled
variety.
Iwant its savage beauty enhanced by the skill of
enlightened forestiy. Iwant glades opened, hoteb
built, camping grounds laid out, game preserves
stocked with trout, and the big etcetera
wealth working harmoniously with nature may
create and perpetuate.
The journalist’s proposal for a20,000 acre park

in the upper portions of the Pescadero and
Butano Creek watersheds, which he said could
be purchased for no more than $15 an acre, was
enthusiastically endorsed by Bay Area
newspapers. According to the San Francuco
Chromcle:

(W)e know of no way in which the public money
could be better inves ted, or which would return a
better income for all future time. We must not be
construed as meaning that the park would pay an
annual interest on the investment into the state

treasure; but there are other kinds of income
besides interest. Golden Gate Park is not apaying
institution in the ordinary acceptation of the term,
but it would be hard to convince aSan FrancLican

that the city hcu ever invested any money to better
purpose than there. Yosemite, Yellowstone Park,
Niagara —none of them pay money dividends yet
each is worth untold wealth to the nation.

Writing in the Oakland Tribune in 1887, popular
writer and satirist Ambrose Bierce, envisioned
such apreserve as “a resort for pleasure seekers”
and concluded that it would prevent the
destruction of “that really ‘noble savage,’ the
redwood”. Popular precedents in the public’s
mind for preserving Big Basin were Yosemite

’h ich

o f the fi rs to n e
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University. At aSierra Club forum and in an
article in the Club bulletin during late 1895 and
early 1896, Dudley reported his field work had
c o n v i n c e d h i m t h a t t h e t w o m i l l i o n a c r e s o f
r e d w o o d s t h a t o n c e s t r e t c h e d f o r 5 0 0 m i l e s

along the coastal hills of northern California and
southern Oregon were disappearing at arate
that threatened extinction of the ancient groves.
Dudley’s friend Charles Wing, aprofessor of
civil engineering at Stanford, had accompanied
him in the exploration of Big Basin and
mapping of the Big Basin area. By 1898, Dudley
d e t e r m i n e d t h a t m o s t o f t h e fi n e s t r e d w o o d

stands in the public domain had either been
decimated or sold to lumber companies. The
best way to secure aredwood park, he reasoned,
was to purchase it from private owners. He felt
that the most promising site for such apark
was in the Big Basin. Stanford University
briefly considered purchasing acreage there for
scientific research, but the price was more than
the school was willing to pay. Later Timothy
Hopkins, adopted son of railroad mogul Mark
Hopkins, gave the school 5,000 acres of land
in the adjoining Butano watershed. Stanford
University would sell that property to
t i m b e r i n t e r e s t s .

By 1900, the threat to redwoods in the Santa
Cruz mountains was becoming obvious. “It is a
c a s e

last possible reservation of redwoods”, wrote an
editorial columnist in the Santa Cruz Surf. The
M a r c h 1 9 0 0 e d i t o r i a l c o n t i n u e d :

Itj peculiar topography anf) dutance from
tranoportation preoeroed the tract in queotion from
the early onoiaughto upon the redwoodo, and here
within forty miieo of San FrancLtco, cut the bird
flieo, it abit offoreot ao prut tine ao “the perfect
world by Adam trod, ’’ and whooe treeo caot broad
ohadowj before Rome wcu built... The timber cuttero
commenced encroaching on ito iimito iaot year.
That oummer they will do more mutchief, and ui
two yearj, the region inotead of poooeooing Edenic
aopecto, wdi be wotve than aSahara.
Redwood preservation was in the air in

California. In January 1900, San Francisco
newspapers had announced that the Calaveras
grove of Sierra big trees had been sold to a
Wisconsin lumberman. Agroup of California
clubwomen, under the leadership of Laura
White, president of the California Club in San
Francisco, quickly began acampaign to have
the grove set aside in aforest preserve by the

U.S. Congress. Two months later, aresolution
was passed and signed by President McKinley
to purchase the trees.

The Big Basin redwoods were in private
hands and loggers were poised at forest’s edge
for their destruction. To prevent that, acatalyst
was needed to lully ignite latent sentiment for
their preservation.

o f or never with the Big Basin, then o w

Meeting between oxen
on the Saratoga Toll Road.

Photograph taken by /Tim. Stanley Smith of Loo Gatoo.
CoLirteoy of Ken Rohinoon, Private Collection

a n d M o d e l T F o r d
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I I I .
Save the Redwoods !

Richards to write articles about the plight of the
redwoods for the San Joje Mercury. Hill also
persuaded noted author Josephine Clifford
McCrackin, whose home had been destroyed in
the Wrights fire, to write about the preservation
efforts for the Santa Cruz Sentinel and regional
publications such as Out Wert, Western Field, and
Overland Monthly. In aMarch 7, 1900 letter to
the Santa Cruz Sentinel headlined “SAVE THE
TREES”, Mrs. McCrackin described Welch’s
action in wanting money to photograph the
trees as “utterly un-American” and she added
t h a t :

it it un-Californian. And while Iraioe niy feeble
voice in protect againot the celfichneM that would
debar otherc from looking at and enjoying one of
God’cgreatect workc merely becaiue to thu one
man fell the piece of earth on which ctand there
treec, Ibeceech the people of thO county and our
neighbor conn tier, indeed the people of all our
State, to unite their voice with mine and make it
loud enough, and ctrong enough, to reach our
legidatoro and lawmakeiv, co that they may oecure
to the ownerchip of the public another one of thooe
wonderful redwood qrovec that are the admiration,
the envy of the whole civilized world.
The letter was signed, “An Old Californian”.

According to John Richards, hers “was the first
voice...to raise the rallying ciy, ‘Save the
Redwoods,’ which was our slogan”. An editorial
in the competitive Santa Cruz Surf by Arthur A.
Taylor, its pint-sized but feisty editor, echoed
McCrackin’s call and said that since Congress
was considering the preservation of the Big
Trees of Calaveras in the Sierra, it seemed an
opportune time “for the revival of the agitation
instigated some years ago in behalf of a
redwood preserve”.

Hill encouraged the Boards of Trade of both
Santa Cruz and San Jose to pass resolutions
asking Congress to purchase coast redwood
trees for apublic park. John F. Coope of the

Man’o work, if destroyed, man may again
replace. God’o work, God alone can re-create.

Accede, then, to the pray err of the people.
Save thio foreot. Save it now.

Delphin Delmas, 1902

nthe fall of 1899, afire in redwoods behind
Wrights Station near Felton had been
extinguished with wine from alocal vineyard.

ABritish publication. The Wide World Magazine,
commissioned C.F. Holder, President of the
California Academy of Sciences, to write an
article about it. Holder asked Andrew P. Hill, a
well-known artist and photographer from San
Jose, for photographs of large coast redwoods
to illustrate the story. Hill traveled by train to
Welch’s Big Trees Grove, aprivately-owned
park in Felton which is now part of Henry
Cowell State Park. He requested permission to
photograph the ancient redwood trees from
park owner Joseph Welch. Welch refused
unless Hill paid him, and Hill returned empty-
handed to San Jose. In their 1927 book. The
Acquiiition of California Redwood Park, Frank and
F l o r e n c e H i l l r e c o u n t e d t h a t A n d r e w H i l l h a d

felt alittle angry, and somewhat disgusted...
there treer, becaiire of their rize and antiquity, were
among the natural wonderr of the world, and
rhould be raved for porterity. Iraid to inyrelf, 7
will rtart acampaign immediately to make a
public park of thu* place. Iargued that ar Ihad
been fiirnirhing illiirtrationr for anumber of
writerr, whom Iknew quite well, that here war a
latent force which, when awakened to anoble caiire,
would immediately rerpond, and perhapr aroiire the
prerr of the whole coiintn/. Thiir war born my idea
of raving the redwoodr.
While perhaps embellished, the story does

mark the beginning of the successful campaign
to preserve aremnant of the redwoods in the
S a n t a C r u z M o u n t a i n s . H i l l c o n v i n c e d S a n

Jose poet, attorney, and later judge, John E.

I
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First Committee on Saving the Redwoods, May 1, 1900, Stanford University.
(Left tv Right) Professor J. Henry Senger, David Starr Jordan, Dr. William Dudley, F. W. Billings,

James McNaughton, John Q. Packard, William T. Jeter, John E. Richards, Carrie Stevens Walter,
Albert Stillman, Professor Charles Wing, John Montgomery, Rutus L. Green.

Photo: Andrew PHill, Seinpeivireno Fund Collection

Santa Cruz group urged Hill to call apublic
meeting. Coope was awine maker and part-
owner, along with his father-in-law F. W. Billings
and millionaire John Q. Packard, of the Big
Creek Power Company which was located just
south of the Waddell Creek watershed. Coope
had recently helped form the Board of Trade, a
predecessor of the city’s Chamber of Commerce.
In March 1900, at the Board’s first meeting,
Coope, its elected secretary said:

that what the city tieech to awakuiy up...The trade
ohoidd he unproved by having people of the county
who are trading ebe where to do their pure having in
Santa Cruz. We vhould fnd vonie ktnd of
anuivenientv for vbitorv...By careful advertbing a
large amount of tourbt travel could he diverted to
Santa Cruz.

Coope was amajor organizer of early
explorations of Big Basin. He provided horse-
drawn carriages for visitors to take them to see
the redwoods, and paid for their meals and hotel
accommodations in Boulder Creek. What was
good for the redwoods would, he presumed, be
good for Santa Cruz business as well.

Andrew Hill, who had worked for Stanford
University President David Starr Jordan
photographing his horses, contacted Jordan to
help arrange ameeting of influential people who
could help the preservation cause. It was held in

the Stanford University library on May 1, 1900.
Prior to this gathering, Coope had relayed to
Hil l that Charles Anderson, aSanta Cruz
physician and naturalist, suggested Big Basin as
abetter location for the park because it covered
alarger area and the trees themselves were
bigger than those in the Felton grove. "As your
enthusiasm is for these smaller trees, so will it
grow in proportion to the size, the grandeur and
the vastness of those in the Big Basin”, Anderson
promised. At the Stanford meeting. Hill learned
that botanist William Dudley and other university
scientists had already explored Big Basin. They

completed maps and asurvey of the area,
and were enthusiastic about apublic park there.

Dudley had been acolleague of David Starr
Jordan at Cornell University and was one of a
coterie of scientists brought to the campus by
J o r d a n . H e h a d s o o n b e c o m e i n t e r e s t e d i n

native flora and studied sequoia trees both in
t h e S a n t a C r u z M o u n t a i n s a n d i n t h e S i e r r a . A

founding member of the Sierra Club, he wrote a
“Forestry Notes” column in the group’s bulletin
for many years. Dudley was afriend of Gifford
Pinchot, founder of scientific forestry in the
United States. He believed that professional
foresters could help prevent the wanton
destruction of California’s redwoods. For
Professor Dudley, “the semi-tropical luxuriance”
of the redwood forest in Big Basin, “is beyond

h a d
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anything Ihave seen in all the splendid woods
of our coast”.

At the Stanford meeting, asurveying committee
was appointed, headed by Andrew Hill and
Carrie Stevens Walter of the San Jose Woman’s

was an independent woman
who had raised her family while her husband
worked aSierra mining claim. She wrote poetry
which was published in Smuet and in Golden Era,
aliterary magazine in San Francisco, as well as
travel articles for local booster publications. She
had also edited her own publication. The Santa
Clara, which featured photography by Hill. Two
weeks after the Stanford meeting, the two
journeyed to Big Basin with aparty that included
M r s . Wa l t e r ’ s f r i e n d a n d f e l l o w c l u b w o m a n

Louise Jones; Coope and Packard from the
Santa Cruz Board of Trade; Charles Wesley
Reed of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,
who was also alawyer specializing in water
issues; and two San Jose sportsmen, Roley
Kooser, whose father had once been apart
owner of the Santa Cruz Sentinel, and William
W. R i c h a r d s . T h e i r h o s t

L. Middleton, whose lumber conglomerate had
recently purchased much of the land in Big
Basin. Middleton liked the idea of selling his
land to the state rather than cutting the trees on
it. He provided aguide and cook for the three-
day "tramp”. Although she was not in
attendance, Josephine Clifford McCrackin
wrote of the outing, "Mr. Middleton was

dragged, willy-nilly, along with the camping
party, and held as friendly hostage while his
woodchoppers cut trails in any direction that
was suggested. For the first time the extent of
the Basin was fully realized, and the value of
the watercourses, the Waddell, the Gazos, the
Pescadero Creek, the Butano, all taking their
sources here. Days were spent in exploration;
and before the party went back to civilization...
M i d d l e t o n h a d b e c o m e i n o c u l a t e d w i t h t h e

spirit of this redwood-saving crowd”.
On May 18, 1900, while sitting around the

campfire on the banks of Sempervirens Creek,
at the foot of the long granite hill called Shppeiy
Rock, Andrew Hill suggested the formation of
an organization to preserve the Big Basin.
Coope offered the name, "Sempervnrens Club”,
and ahat was passed for the collection of $32
to start their campaign. Charles Wesley Reed
was elected President and avariety of notables
were appointed honorary Vice Presidents.
"Save the Redwoods” was adopted as the
Club’s motto. Three specific objectives were set;
to save the redwoods for posterity; to save the
trees and many species of fauna in the area for
scientific study; and to create apark for all
people to enjoy.

During the summer and fall of 1900, the
campaign gathered momentum. Support was
o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e N a t i v e S o n s a n d N a t i v e

Daughters of California, the Sierra Club,
regional chapters of the Game and Fish

C l u b . M r s . W a l t e r

on the trip was Henry

The Jupiter, a4-4-0 wood burner similar to the ones that operated on the narrow gauge tracks from Santa Cruz, that
met the flume from Waterman Gap at the town of Felton, circa 1875. Photo: CovclLo and Cooello Hittorical Collection
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diminishes the game supply and renders efficient
laws for its protection the more necessary”,
Richards wrote in the San Joae Merauy,
the rod and gun see in the acquirement of this
grand forest amagnificent home and refuge for
our game and fish peculiar to the State.”
Richards, like other Sempervirens Club
members, envisioned agreater park, eventually
one of 60,000 acres, purchased with legislative
aid and private subscriptions. It would be
enthusiastically supported by “every one
20,000 sportsmen of our glorious State”. He saw
Big Basin as a“breeding refuge” for deer,
pigeons, squirrels, quail, and other game desired
by hunters in the adjacent counties. “For, lo, all
good things of the earth were made by the
Almighty for the proper use of man”, Richards
wrote, voicing asentiment that would later
come to be termed “anthropocentrism”.

Louise Jones wrote that “into this sanctuary,
the common thoughts .and petty cares
life dare not intrude; here is peace, serene and
perfect rest”. AQuaker, Mrs. Jones had been a
teacher of poor children in Arkansas and
Hawaii. She had camped in Big Basin while
teaching school in nearby Pescadero. As a
journalist for national publications, she had
reported on Rutherford B. Hayes’ campaign for
President. Louise Jones had lived in Germany
with her husband, aclassics scholar, before
coming to San Jose where she became first

Pres iden t o f t he San Jose
W^oman ’s C lub . She was
a l s o t h e m o t h e r o f
C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e S e n a t o r
Herbert Jones, who would
himself play apivotal role
in the Sempervirens Club.

C l e r i c s w e r e i n v o l v e d i n

the preservation efforts as
w e l l . F o r t h e R e v. E d w i n

Sidney Williams, aretired
Congregational minister
from nearby Saratoga, “the
chief reason for my
growing interest in
Sempervirens Park is its
benefic ia l e f fec t on the

people of the State,
particularly the working
people of the bay cities”.
F i e a d d e d t h a t w h a t

Protective Association, the San Jose Cross
Country Club, the San Jose Woman’s Club, and
the California Pioneers of Santa Clara County.
Resolutions endorsing aredwood park were
obtained from national groups such as the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science, the American Forestry Association, and
the Society for the Promotion of Agriculture.
Unlike his Sierra Club colleague John Muir,
William Dudley called for support from federal
foresters to help manage the proposed park, a
move calculated to win support from national
Forestry Chief Pinchot, as well as the American
Forestry Association. Henry Middleton offered
the group aone year option on 14,000 acres m
the Big Basin area.

After atrip to the Basin that summer,
founding Sempervirens Club member and the
group’s “Sporting Secretary”, W.W Richards
wrote that “this sight of nature’s bounty, spread
broadcast, might well gladden the hearts of
millions of human beings in times to come, who,
escaping from the clash and turmoil of agreater
San Francisco, seek the enjoyment, the
invigoration, the elevation and refinement of this
glorious heritage handed down to us through
the centuries”. Richards, awealthy sportsman,
was also Secretary of the California Game and
Fish Protective Association, amajor supporter
of the park plan envisioning Big Basin as
game preserve. “As each succeeding year

w e o f

of the

of daily

Sempervirens Club founding member W.W. Richards.
Photo: Andrew P. Hill, Seinpe/vireno Fund Collection
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c h a r m e d h i m

park:
aiu) In working for it, though the leaot of the
workero, Iam working for the better California.
No otreet arab will go back from the grandeur and
the beauty of theoe primeval foreoto untouched. The
higher influe nceo of American life will have abetter
chance at him if he oenoec what the State haj done
in appouiting him one of the guardiano of God’o
great treeo. And the poor jewing girlj can come at
alight expenoe and need no other chaperon than the
graciouj matron in the park.
Father Robert E. Kenna, Jesuit President of

Santa Clara College and an influential participant
in the Sempervirens Club activities, agreed that
Big Basin should be apeople’s park for holiday
outings, "a place whither our
workmen, factory girls and others breathing all
the week impure air, might, amidst the great
trees and along rippling brooks, breathe pure
air and rest amidst those great forests, where
their minds and hearts are lifted to higher, purer,
nobler things”.

Indicative ol alarger regional interest in the
park, the first public meetings ol the
Sempervirens Club were held in July and
August 1900, at the Palace Hotel in San
Francisco. Asignificant decision was made to
appeal to the California Legislature Instead of
the United States Congress for apark, in part
to avoid jeopardizing the passage of another bill
already pending to purchase the Calaveras Big
Trees in the Sierra. An additional reason to seek
state protection was the opposition by Eastern
politicians to creating more federal parks in the
west. Among Californians, there was also
res is tance to inc reased federa l con t ro l o f s ta te

territory. Certainly Congress was unwilling to
purchase private property lor forest
preservation while so much federal land
remained unoccupied. That same year,
representatives from the Sempervirens Club
attended the two political party conventions in
California and successfully solicited the support
of both parties for state action.

Although the locus was now solely on the Big
Basin, interpreted as the Waddell watershed,
many people wanted to link together all 35,000
acres of remaining old-growth redwoods in San
Mateo as we l l as San ta C ruz coun t i es . I n t he i r

support, the San Francijco Examiner argued that
there were “two reasons why this grove should

be preserved. One is that it is one ol the finest
tracts ol the sequoia sempervirens, and is within
easy reach of the centers ol population; and in
the second place, it is the source ol a
considerable part of the water supply of San
Francisco, and of the towns ol San Mateo and
Santa Cruz Counties”. Sempervirens Club
President Charles Wesley Reed told the San
Francisco Board ol Supervisors that there were
only forty-four square miles of standing timber
left south of the city, and that they must act
quickly. “The Interest of San Francisco in the
preservation of the trees lies mthe fact that il
they are destroyed avery important portion ol
San Francisco’s water supply will be ruined.”
Reed further contended that the state money
spent would “give us at the doors of San
Francisco this wonderful forest as aheritage
forever”. The San Joae Mercury, commenting on
areport in the Stockton Independent that the
citizens of San Francisco themselves should
purchase Big Basin, editorialized in June 1900,
that state ownership would achieve the
objectives of “conservation of the water supply,
the maintenance of an equable temperature in
the fertile and productive valleys of Santa Cruz,
San Mateo and Santa Clara counties, and the
saving intact of aforest ol Sempervirens trees
which are rapidly disappearing from California,
and which grow nowhere else in the world”.

The fear of climate change was an important
motive for preventing the deforestation of the
surrounding hills. In 1902, Carrie Stevens
Walter would write in the Overland Monthly that
“the cutting of these redwood forests has
materially lessened the rainfall of the region”.
She added that in Boulder Creek, “the rainfall
has decreased more than one half since its
surrounding hills were denuded of their heavy
forests”. Agricultural Interests in San Jose
feared that more cutting of the redwoods in the
Santa Cruz Mountains would turn the Santa
Clara Valley into adesert. If the timber cutters
have their way, predicted the Santa Cruz Surf,
“in two years the region instead of possessing
Edenic aspects, will be worse than aSahara”.

Beyond concerns for climatic change and water
supply to nearby metropolitan areas, tourism was
becoming aconsideration in the preservation
efforts. An editorial in the Boulder Creek Mountain
Echo in December 1900, boasted that “the Big
Basin project is making Boulder Creek quite
famous throughout the state”. From the

the “true democracy ”ol thew a s

c h i l d r e n a n d
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beginning, local Interests in this logging town,
which would become the gateway to the park,
were solidly in favor of preservation. Creation
of the park would “draw the eyes ol the state
in this direction’’, the editorial continued.
“Especially would it attract men of wealth to
these mountains, which are already become
famous as aplace for the summer homes of our
city cousins”. Real estate and tourism were the
obvious economic replacements for the logging
industry which was facing its demise as the
forests disappeared. By April 1901, the Mountain
Echo would predict that:

(l)f we rite to our opportunity that park may
briny ahundred thouoand dollaro ayear in revenue
to thui county...it will rue into worldwide fame, av
one of the veven natural wonderv of the modern
world and be named in the lut with the Yovemite

Valley, the Yellowvtone Park, Niagara FalL, the
Mammoth Cave and the Natural Bridge of
Virginia, and Santa Cruz may turn all thu fame
to her own pecuniaiy advantage if vhe vo willv.
After the 1900 fall election, Sempervirens

Club President Charles Wesley Reed drafted a
bill proposing the “California Redwood Park.”
On January' 15, 1901, Assemblymember George
H . F i s k o f S a n F r a n c i s c o i n t r o d u c e d t h e

proposal as Assembly Bill 200. The bill sought
to create acommission to purchase agrove of
Sequoia vempervirenv in order “to preserve abody
o f t h e s e t r e e s f r o m d e s t r u c t i o n a n d m a i n t a i n
them for the honor of California and the benefit
of succeeding generations”. It set amaximum
acquisition price of $500,000 to purchase 5,000
acres at $100 an acre —Middleton’s asking
price. It called for the immediate appropriation
of half that sum. Speaking before hearings by
t h e C o m m i t t e e o n P u b l i c L a n d s a n d F o r e s t s

were Sempervirens Club members Reed, Dudley
and Father Kenna; and Mrs. E.O. Smith, founder
of the San Jose Woman’s Club. In Februaiy
1901, AB 200 was rejected by the Assembly
Ways and Means Committee for fiscal reasons.

At an emergency meeting of the Sempervirens
Club, Andrew Hill was appointed acommittee
of one to go to Sacramento with his photographs
of Big Basin and its old-growth trees, as well as
scenes of devastation from recent logging, tie
met with popular Assemblymember Alden
Anderson, son of San Jose orchard farmer
John Z. Anderson. The Assemblymember made
some suggestions on how the proposal might be
modified and advised Hill to seek the help of

Loggers proudly display their abilities.
Photo: Covello am) Covello Collection

veteran Sacramento Assemblymember Grove L.
Johnson, leader of the Southern Pacific
Railroad Company’s political machine and father
of future Progressive Governor Hiram
Johnson. The powerful legislator agreed to
sponsor the revised bill which set the total
appropriation to $250,000 for 2,500 acres and
spread the purchase over five years. It specified
“Big Basin” as the site of the purchase.

Hill decided to seek Catholic support for the
bill since Catholic members of the legislature
constituted asubstantial minority and tended to
vote together. Father Kenna, who had been Hill’s
roommate at Santa Clara Prepartory School,
invited him to speak to agroup of Jesuit priests
visiting Big Basin. They agreed to spread the
word to their parishes throughout the state and
to urge support of the legislation.

Some Sempervirens Club members were not
pleased with the reduction of the park to 2,500
acres . In a1901 ar t ic le in the San Francuco

Chronicle, Carrie Stevens Walter had argued for
apark of from 35,000 to 60,000 acres which
would cost an estimated $2,500,000. “Imagine a
time in the not very remote future when the
whole peninsula from San Francisco to San
Jose shall become one great city; then picture,
at its very doorway, this magnificent domain of
redwood forest and running streams, the

14



the state should pay only for necessities, not
"mere taste and sentiment”. Delmas argued that
gifts cannot be forced from land owners, and
that even if the land was donated it would not
absolve the state from its responsibilities. As to
value, Delmas asked, “Has the forest no value
beyond the number of thousand feet of lumber
in its trees”. He continued:

The of Europe —France aiu) Germany
notably —lay out yearly root oiinw in the
preoermtion of ouch reninanto of foreoto ao are
them. New York and Mmtoachuoetto do the oame.
The city of San Franc 'uco hao expended nullumo to
convert the oand-duneo of her oulnirbo into her
Golden Gate Park...In the face of theoe exampleo
ohall California heoitate to opend the niodeot fyure
named in thu bill to oecure for all coming
generationo apark planted and nurtured by the
never-tiring hand of Nature, compared with whooe
primeval grandeur man bwork to but apaltry
i m i t a t i o n ?

Finally, the orator called upon the politicians’
religious sensibilities. "Man's work, if destroyed,
man may again replace. God’s work, God alone
can re-create. Accede, then, to the prayers of
the people. Save this forest. Save it now.” By all
accounts, his speech was atour de force.

breathing place of millions of cramped and
crowded denizens of the city. (This park) is a
heritage of which we have no right to deprive
future generations”. She went on to suggest that
scientific forestry, “according to the best
German methods”, and under the direction of
the Bay Area’s two great universities, would
help pay for the care and "improvement” of the
park. Writing in the April 1901 Stanford Sequoia,
Professor Dudley was another who felt the park
described by the revised bill, which he called an

,was too small. “Since the
left

u r g e n c y m e a s u r e

beginning, it has been the plan of those who
have given the matter the most attention to
secure ultimately all or nearly all the land that
lies between the Butano-Pescadero watershed
on the north and Ben Lomond on the south.
The tract thus outlined would include from
28,000 to 39,000 acres”. Dudley argued that
“for scientific purposes, and even for agood
public park”, at least 30,000 acres was needed.
The amount to be appropriated, which would
purchase only 2,500 acres, is agood start, but
“valuable tracts must be acquired in other parts
of the greater park, and finally the gaps closed
and the park completed”.

Another visitor to the redwoods was Delphin
M. Delmas, San Francisco
attorney and acclaimed orator
w h o a l s o o w n e d a 3 0 0 a c r e

vineyard in Mountain View.
Delmas agreed to speak to the
legislators on behalf of
Johnson’s bill, AB 873. He told
the politicians, “You experience
afeeling ol profound sadness as
you conjure up the picture of
these venerable trees falling
hacked and shivered, to
become the common place
mate r i a l s o f ba r t e r and t r ade .

As you behold their lofty foliage
stirred by the ocean breeze, you
s e e m t o h e a r t h e m m u r m u r a

prayer to be saved from such
desecration”. According to
Delmas, three objections had
been raised by opponents of the
park: that the trees ought to be
given by the wealthy owners to
the state rather than bought by
taxpayers: that the price asked
by them was too high, and that

m
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W.W. Richards and fishing party.
Photo: Andrew P. Hill, Senipervireno Fund Collection
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Additional hurdles would remain, but Andrew
P. Hill, was indefatigable. The property owners
demanded aguarantee of $50,000 to extend the
option on the land in case the state should fail to
make its first payment on time. Father Kenna
was able to obtain funds from his wealthy and
powerful nephew, James Phelan, Mayor of San
Francisco. Ironically this was at the same period
that Phelan was filing aclaim for areservoir site
in Hetch Hetchy within the boundaries of
Yosemite to secure water for his city. To
communicate the news to politicians in
Sacramento that the option had been extended.
Hill persuaded the editor of the Sa/i Joje Mercury
to write an editorial in aspecial edition of the
paper, and he took apre-dawn train to the
capital to personally deliver copies of the paper
to all of the legislator's desks. The Assembly
passed the California Redwood Park Bill by a
vote of fifty-five to one. The bill then went to
the Senate where it was introduced by Senator
Charles M. Shortridge, attorney John E.
Richards’ law partner in San Jose. Speaking on
its behalf in that chamber was Father Kenna,
w h o t o l d t h e S e n a t o r s :

1(h not come to opeak to you ao aprieot, nor ao the
preoident of agreat college, nor in the language of
ouch, hut ao a‘Forty-niner, ’anc) in the language of
one who looeo the great land of the Weot, and her
magnificent foreoto which oo often charmed my
boyhood dayo...theoe redwoodo are pre-eminently
Californian, unique in their opecieo and oituation,
and ao a“forty-niner”I beg you to otay the hand

that would harm thooe that otill remain to recall
the glorieo of thooe mot oirgin foreoto now no more.

The bill passed the Senate almost unanimously.
Governor Henry T. Gage was then presented

with two forestry measures for his signature.
One was the park bill, and the other would
create aforestry and Irrigation commission to
plan acomprehensive policy of forest and land
protection. The latter had wide support,
particularly from railroad and agricultural
interests. In order to hold to his campaign
promise of economy in government. Gage felt
he could only sign one. Hill went into action
again, sending telegrams to park partisans all
over the state asking them to voice their
immediate support. Apublic hearing was
by Governor Gage and the Sempervirens Club
at which time Professor Dudley and other
scientists from Stanford and the University of
California at Berkeley spoke in favor of the
park as an invaluable botanical garden in which
Bay Area students would have the opportunity
to study. Stanford’s President Jordan, told the
governor that the forestry and irrigation bill
could wait while “any delay in connection with
the proposed (park) might be fatal’’. Gage signed
the park bill on March 16, 1901, announcing
that now "poor and rich alike might enjoy the
pleasures of these grand groves of nature”.

W h e n P r e s i d e n t T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t v i s i t e d
California in 1903, he lauded the establishment
of the park, saying that "the interest of California

in forest protection
w a s s h o w n e v e n

more effectively by
the purchase of the
Big Basin Redwood
Park, asuperb
forest property, the
possession of which
s h o u l d b e a s o u r c e

of just pride to all
citizens jealous of
California’s good
n a m e ” .

T h e C a l i f o r n i a
R e d w o o d P a r k B i l l

could only set plans
for the park in
m o t i o n . T h e l a n d
sti l l had to be

h e l d

16



acres of the proposed park.
Redwood Park Commission meetings were

emotional affairs, as disagreements exploded
into shouting matches. Mills was frequently at
odds with the other commissioners. However,
he did agree with Dudley’s vision of a“greater
park”, writing that he was in favor of “from 10
to 14,000 acres eventually. The State can afford
to do this”. Dudley was disenchanted with
Sempervirens Club activists Charles Wesley
Reed and W.W. Richards, calling them
“mountebanks”. He wrote to Father Kenna that
“the Sempervirens people have apparently
become alittle crazy on this matter” when they
pressured the Commission for aspeedy decision
on purchasing land. After Father Kenna
resigned from the Commission, Dudley wrote
him that “I have felt that only you looked at the
park with feelings similar to my own”.

Finally in September 1902, over ayear and a
half after passage of the legislation, the Commis¬
sion signed documents purchasing 2,500 acres
of prime redwood from Henry L. Middleton for
$250,000. Middleton included 800 acres of
chaparral and 500 acres of cut-over or burned
land capable of reforestation in the deal. The
California Redwood Park in Big Basin could
soon open its 3,800 acres to the public.

^ r - = > a ' '

Couple at Sempervirens Falls.
Phiito: Andrew P. Hdl, Seinpervireiu Fund Collectwn

purchased. Governor Gage appointed five
members, including himself, to the Redwood
Park Commission created by the legislation. Two
C o m m i s s i o n e r s w e r e a c a d e m i c s : F a t h e r K e n n a

and Professor Dudley. Two were railroad men:
Arthur W. Foster, President of the North Pacific
Coast Railway and aRegent of the University
of California; and William H. Mills, land agent
for the Southern Pacific Railway Company. In
addition to serving as Collis P. Huntington’s
right hand. Mills was the editor-publisher of the
Sacramento Record-Un 'um newspaper, and had
been on state commissions debating the future
of Yosemite and of Lake Tahoe. Asupporter of
irrigation for small farms, he had favored the
water bill vetoed by the governor. He
complained that the price of the park purchase

an acre was too high —he thought $30
more appropriate —and that Big Basin was too
remote. Eventually an Advlsoiy Board
c o n v i n c e d t h e R e d w o o d P a r k C o m m i s s i o n t h a t

the board-feet of standing timber was agreat
deal more than earlier estimated, making much
of the land worth in excess of $100 an acre; and
that recent sawmilhng operations developed In
the area had increased its accessibiliy. When
the original option to purchase expired, the
Sempervirens Club received an extension.
When the extension ran out, Irvin T. Bloom,
one of the property owners involved, grew tired
of waiting and cut the redwoods on his 320

at $100

Sempervirens Falls on Sempervirens Creek today.
Photo: Alexander Lowry, Senipemreno Fund Collection
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Sempervirens Club and the New State Park

The Semperviretu Club Uone of the ideal
elubo of the twentieth centui'y, in that it

contprioeo both men and women.
Club Life, February 1904

The campaign to preserve the Sierra sequoias
had begun when aWisconsin lumber baron
purchased an option on 8,000 acres of land that
included two groups of sequoias six miles apart,
the Mammoth Grove in Calaveras County and
the South Park Grove in Tuolumne County.
San Franciscans learned of this development
from Stanford President David Starr Jordan
several months before he hosted the Big Basin
meeting at Stanford. At apublic meeting he
described the Calaveras grove as
forest in the world”, and said it was "more the
duty of the nation to preserve its forests than to
foster commerce”. In the audience were members
o f t h e C a l i f o r n i a C l u b w h o r e s o l v e d t o d o w h a t

they could to stop the destruction. They wrote
letters, contacted influential people, and
mobilized agrowing network of club women
across the country.

Mrs. A.D. Sharon, Cal i fornia Club Vice
President, was given the task of alerting federal
legislators to the emergency. The first protests
resulted in ajoint Congressional resolution
Instructing the Secretary of the Interior to take
steps to acquire the land. It was passed by
Congress and signed by President McKinley on
March 8, 1900. However, the rights of the owner
to sell were upheld by the courts, and the
lumberman took possession of the property in
April. Officials were reluctant to acquire the
property by condemnation. So while the federal
government’s acquisition of the Sierra Big Trees
was stalled, Laura White turned her attention to
their kin, the coastal redwoods.

After taking office as its president in January
1903, Laura White announced that the objectives
of the reformed Sempervirens Club were "to
promote the interests and development of the
park in whatever manner may lie within the
province of such an organization”. She said that
this Included encouraging "the advancement of
scientific forestry in California", and broadening

With the land for astate park in BigBasin finally purchased, the Boulder
Creek A lounta in Echo wou ld announce:

"THE PARK IS OURS”. But, as Santa Cruz
Jn//Editor Arthur Taylor pointed out, "the
present area of the park is only anucleus for
what the park ought to embrace”. The goal of a
"greater park” remained for many club
m e m b e r s . W h e n L o u i s e J o n e s w r o t e h e r

memoirs for the Journal of the International Society
of Arboriculture in 1903, she noted, "instead of
dissolving, as abody whose work is finished,
the club underwent areorganization and had a
larger membership than ever”. In the future, the
Sempervirens Club planned to "work for the
acquisition of adjoining territory, for the
enlarging and beautifying of the tract thus
rescued f rom des t ruc t i on ” .

The remaining Club activists Andrew Hill,
Carrie Stevens Walter, Louise Jones, and WW.
Richards turned to San Franciscan Laura White
for help in establishing the Club on apermanent
footing. White had published short sketches in
Bret Harte’s Orerland Monthly and had met
Walter and Josephine Clifford McCrackin, who
had also written for the literary monthly in the
1880’s. Married to banker Lovell White who was
an associate of Comstock Lode "King” William
Ralston, Laura White had been active in the
campaign for women’s suffrage in 1896 along
with Phoebe Hearst, Emma Shafter Howard and
other notable Bay Area women. The year after
the unsuccessful vote on women’s suffrage, she
founded the California Club to pursue areform
agenda. In the spring of 1900, she enlisted her
fellow club members in the battle to save the
giant Sequoias of Calaveras.

“ t h e n o b l e s t
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Cluh Life magazine reported that the organization
n o w

all over the state. After success was achieved in
saving the Big Basin redwoods, "the lust of
power was upon the members then, and they
sighed for more worlds to conquer”, according
to the publication. With its avowed purpose of
forwarding the cause of scientific forestry in the
state, the Sempervirens Club was "one of the
ideal clubs of the twentieth century, in that it
comprises both men and women” in its
membership and among its officers, which at
the time included East Bay publisher and
legislator Joseph Knowland, and the wife of
Berkeley scientist and Sierra Club geologist
Joseph LeConte. At the annual meeting,
resolutions were passed seeking "the enactment
of laws providing for the State regulation of the
harvesting of timber and the reforesting of
denuded lands, and for more efficient protection
o f ou r f o res t s f r om fi res ” . The C lub a l so

supported the creation of more forest reserves
in California by the federal government and the
efforts of the Outdoor Art League, founded in
Mill Valley in 1902 by Laura White, to secure
the purchase of the Calaveras Big Trees.

The California Redwood Park officially
opened to campers on June 1, 1904. Amonth
later, the Sempervirens Club held its first
encampment there. More than two dozen Club
members spent several days in the Sempervirens
Camp, and President White told the Boulder
Creek Mountain Echo, “the club must make at
least one pilgrimage ayear to its innermost
recesses as an appreciation of this most glorious
achievement of the people of our State.” The
guest of honor was botanist Hugo De Vries
from Holland. I.T. Bloom, who had Impatiently
logged his Big Basin redwoods when Redwood
Park Commissioners were slow in purchasing
land, had become aClub member and donated
four and one-half acres for aclub site adjacent
to the park. Josephine Clifford McCrackln
wrote that "next year, if fortune favors us, our
annual reunion will be held in this House
Beautiful...With the erection of this building
and the completing of the Park Warden’s
Lodge, anew era in the Big Basin will begin”.

One of the new park’s camping areas became
known as Governor’s Camp, following aJuly
1904 visit of Governor George C. Pardee, who
had succeeded Henry T. Gage. Redwood Park
Commission members joined him to formally

the scope of conservation efforts "to assist when
necessary in the preservation of other groves of
Sequoia —both sempervirens and gigantea —
and of other natural wonders with which our
state is so lavishly endowed”. To this end. White
encouraged the formation of local chapters of
the Sempervirens Club throughout the state and
appointed well-known Vice Presidents-at-large,
including John Muir, San Francisco Mayor
James Phelan, Phoebe Hearst, Louise Jones,
and former Lt. Governor Wil l iam Jeter. The
Ebell Club of Los Angeles joined as an affiliate;
and one of its prominent members. Abbot
Kinney, was appointed aVice President of the
Sempervirens Club. Kinney had visited Big
Basin in 1887 with Ralph Sidney Smith, while
amember of the State Board of Forestry. He
was the developer who would be responsible
f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a

version of Venice complete with canals, and he
actively sought Sempervirens Club support in
reserving Griffith Park in the Los Angeles area
as an experimental station for planting
eucalyptus trees.

Branches of the Sempervirens Club were
formed in San Francisco, San Jose, Alameda,
Berkeley, Paso Robles, Los Gatos, and elsewhere.
In Butte County, pioneer settler John Bidwell
was Pres iden t o f t he l oca l b ranch o f the C lub .

Typical of the local branches was Boulder Creek,
where more than eighty people in the small
community bordering Big Basin became
members after paying the one dollar dues. W.S.
Rodgers, one of the original Club supporters,
reported in his Boulder Creek Mountaui Echo, that
"ladies are being solicited to join as well as the
men and it is hoped to get many of them
interested”. Female assistance was vi tally
necessary in the proposed work of the Club,
he wrote, "which is to assist in preserving,
beautifying and enlarging the state park in the
Big Basin and opening agood highway thereto”.
The Boulder Creek club’s first President was
Samuel Rambo, merchant and former State
Senator who would become the new park’s
second Warden. When in April 1903, Father
Kenna resigned from the Redwood Park
Commission, the local Club was Instrumental in
convincing the Governor to appoint Santa Cruz
tanner Henry Kron to replace him.

In January 1904, the Sempervirens Club held
its annual convention at the Palace Hotel in San
Francisco. In its glowing account of the meeting,

over 300 members with local branchesh a d
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F o r s e v e r a l w e e k s t h e d a t e o f t h e
v i s i t t o t h e B i g B a s i n P a r k b y t h e
Big Basin Commission, with Gov. Gage
at the head, has been an uncertainty,
b u t i t w a s fi n a l l y b r o u g h t a b o u t l a s t
week , and Fr iday even ing a“Sent ine l ”
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a r r i v e d a t B o u l d e r
Creek on his way to what is to be the
g r e a t F o r e s t P l a y G r o u n d o f C a l i f o r ¬
nia. As early as three o’clock the next
morn ing he hea rd j i ng l i ng be l l s , and
I r i r v t r

d o w n h i l l s , o v e r r i d g e s , t o t h e w e s t

Santa Cm lorning Sentinel b r a n c h o f t h e W a d d e l l C r e e k , a n d t h e
■●---r'"*.; ●

t r i p w a s t h r o u g h ' a ; c o n t i h u o u 3 f o r e s t o f
r e d w o o d t r e e s , ■w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f a
snjall opening, say 200x300 feet. These
t r e e s , s t a n d i n g o n t h e v e r y t o p s o f
t h e r i d g e s , w e r e a p l e a s a n t s u r p r i s e
t o t h e " C o m m i s s i o n e r s w h o h a d n o t
p'reviously been over the ground. They
h a d o v e r l o o k e d t h e f a c t
r i d g e s w e r e a p a r t o f t h e B a s i n , a n d
m u c h l o w e r t h a n t h e r i m o f t h e B a s i n ,
a n d t o fi n d t h e m c o v e r e d w i t h s a w - l o g

P U B U S H E X ) B T

Dancan McPberson &Chas. B. Baldron,
P R O P R I B T O H 8 .

Offloe: C o t . P j t c i fi c A t ^ a n d L o c u s t S t .

R A T E S C F S U B S C R I P T I O N :

O n o y e a r - ( e n t i r e l y I n a d v e . n o e ) . . . J R 0 0

O n e y e a r ( I f n o t i n a d v a n c e )

One month (by mail or carrier).,60 ots

t h a t t h e s e

n i g h t h e s a w l o n g
teams carrying lanterns and moving
in '* the 'd i rect ion of the ' ’mo^uhta ins.
They were to return with split timber
or lumber obtained at the Li t t le Basin
saw-mi l l , located some distance south
o f B i g B a s i n .

A t 5 : 3 0 t h e “ S e n t i n e l '

$o 00

t i m b e r p l e a s e d t h e m m u c h ,
t h e q u a n t i t y o f w a t e r fl o w i n g t h r o u g h
t h e B a s i n i n t h e d r y e s t m o n t h o f t h e
y e a r , a l s o p l e a s e d t h e m .

N o t o n e w o r d o f d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , h u t
m a n y w o r d s o f s a t i s f a c t i o n w e r e e x ¬

pressed by the Governor and his asso¬
c i a t e C o m m i s s i o n e r s , t h e t i m b e r e x ¬
perts in the party reserving their opin¬
ions ti l l their conclusions are embodied

report that this week is to be

B e s i d e s ,

A D V E R 1 T 3 I N G R A T E S ,
L e g - a t a n d P o l i t i c a l .

Square (nine' ' l ines or less) first In-
-sertlon 

E a c h B u b s a q u e n L I n s e r t i - e n

* 1 5 0 r e i p o r t e r w a s

roused from his slumber, to be on the
r o a d a f t e r a h u r r i e d b r e a k f a s t ,
road was up and up to the summit,
and then down to the “Rocks,” or what
is now known as Camp Hi l l , the t ime
c o n s u m e d b e i n g a n h o u r a n d a h a l f i n
m a k i n g t h e t r i p . T h i s w a s t h e w e s t
e n d o f w a g o n n a v i g a t i o n . H e r e w a s
m e t H . L . M i d d l e t o n a n d s a d d l e d
ho rses . A r i de -down t he bas i n o f two
and ahalf miles, on an easy grade and
through an unbroken forest of as hand-

5 1 0 0

T h e
- < <

W E E K L Y S E N T J P i E L .
R AT E S O F S U B S C R I P T I O N ;

One year (If not In advance) S 2 0 0
One year (entirely In advance) 1 5 0
One month (by mall or carrier).. 20 eta

i n a

s u b m i t t e d t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n .
J u s t b e f o r e g o i n g o u t o f t h e P a r k

Governor Gage said to the wri ter that
h e h a d n o c a u s e t o r e g r e t h i s s i g n a ¬
t u r e t o t h e b i l l w h i c h a p p r o p r i a t e s
$250,000 for the purchase o f the B ig
B a s i i l T t h e s a m e t o b e d e d i c a t e d t o a
S t a t e P a r k , a n d o u r p r i v a t e o p i n i o n ,
publ ic ly expressed, is , that the Com¬
m i s s i o n e r s a r e a l l e m p h a t i c a l l y i n ,
t a v o r o f t h e m e a s u r e , a n d d e l i g h t e d
w i t h t h e B i g B a s i n , b u t a s t o w h a t
value they will place on the bonded land
we have no opinion to express. Some
of - them' spoke of the State secur ing
m o r e t h a n t h e l a n d b o n d e d , a n d a s
t h e s e l a n d s a r e o w n e d b y m e n w h o
d e s i r e t o s e l l t h e m t h e f r i e n d s o f t h e
P a r k h a v e n o t h i n g t o f e a r f r o m t h i s

T H ( < S P A P P R i s k e p t o n fi l e a t - i : . C .- i n i o F M r c n D A K k - S A d v e r t l a i n g A g e n ¬
cy. Mand S5 Merchants Exchange, San Pran-
cisco, California, wbere contracts for adYertia*
t n g c a n b e m a d e { o r i t .

s o m e t r e e s , r e d w o o d ^ s p r u c e p i n e ,

ches tnu t oak , madrone, e tc . ,
eve r gazed on , b rough t us t o Camp
Gage, where we found Gov. Henry T,
Gage, "Wm. H. Mills, General Chipman,
A . W. P o s t e r , P r o f . ' W. R . D u d l e y,
Father Kenna, all Park Commissioners,
and Henry L ind lay and Drury Malone,
advisors of the Commission, and art ist
A. P. Hili of San Jose and J. F. Coope,
m e m b e r s o f t h e S e m p e r v i r e n s C l u b a n d

MUNTY OFFICIAL PAPER. a s e y e s

DUHCAfl McPherson, editor.

T H I S M O R N I N G ’ S E D I T I O N , l , i £ ) 3 0

. T R I P I N T O T H E B I G B A S I N .

r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e c o u n t i e s o f S a n t a
C l a r a a n d S a n t a C r u z .

The day was spent in making trips
o f exp lo ra t i on i n d i f f e ren t d i rec t i ons ,
o n e o f t h e m b e i n g d o w n t h e B a s i n
to t he l ower p roposed l i ne , nea r t he
g o r g e o n ' W a d d e l l C r e e k , e a s t b r a n c h .

Rain commenced fal l ing in the ear ly
e v e n i n g , b u t M a n a g e r M i d d l e t o n h a d
made such pe r fec t and fu l l a r range¬
m e n t s f o r t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t o f h i s
gues ts , t ha t a l l sa id , as t hey say i n
Spain: “ L e t i t r a i n ” . A c o m f o r t a b l e
c o o k h o u s e a n d d i n i n g r o o m , a n d a
b u i l d i n g f o r b e d r o o m s , h a d b e e n
e r e c t e d o f l u m b e r p a c k e d i n o n h o r s e s .
B e y o n d t h i s w e r e a n u m b e r o f t e n t s ,
s u p p l i e d ' W i t h g o o d b e d s a n d t o i l e t c o n ¬
v e n i e n c e s , e a c h p e r s o n h a v i n g a t e n t o r
r o o m f o r h i m s e l f . T h e t a b l e ' w a s s u p ¬

p l i e d w i t h t h e b e s t o f f o o d , w i n e a n d

Th is i s ade l igh t fu l par t o f the year
f o r a t r i p i n t o t h e B i g B a s i n . O f
course the road from Boulder Creek^
w h e r e n o t w a t e r e d , i s d u s t y , b u t i t i s
w e l l - w a t e r e d f o r a l a r g e - p a r t o f t h e
d i s t a n c e - u p t h e m o u n t a i n , a n d t h e
t r a i l s t h r o u g h t h e B i g B a s i n a r e
s o n u m e r o u s a n d f r e e f r o m f a l l e n t i m ¬
b e r t h a t t h i s I n c o m p a r a b l e b o d y o l
t r e e g i a n t s i s n o l o n g e r a n u n k n o w n
c o u n t r y .

T w o g o o d w a g o n r o a d s r e a c h t h e
margin of the forest, in fact penetrate
it for ashort distance, enabling the
v i s i t o r ! t o d r i v e w i t h i n t w o m i l e s o f
Camp Gage , where pedes t r i an i sm
horseback riding is resorted to. One ol
these roads is known as the Big Basin
Co. road and the other as the Bloom
g r a d e . T h e w r i t e r w e n t i n o v e r t h e
first and came out over the second, the
return tr ip, twenty-two miles, part ly on
foo t , pa r t l y on ho r seback ,
t w e n t y m i l e s , f r o m t h e t o p
m o u n t a i n , b e h i n d
th ree hours and twenty m inu tes f rom
Camp Gage to Santa Cruz.

d i r e c t i o n .

A g r e a t m a n y p e o p l e t h i n k a n e w s ¬
p a p e r s h o u l d h a v e a b o u t a p a g e
l o c a l n e w s , w h e t h e r a n y t h i n g h a p -

D e l u d e d m o r t a l s ! L o c a l

o f

p e n s o r n o t ,
e d i t o r s c a n n o t m a k e p e o p l e b r e a k
their necks, commit suic ide or do any
o f t h e o t l i e r e x c i t i n g t h i n g s t h a t g o
to make up the mater ia l out of which
t h e l o c a l r e p o r t e r d e l i g h t s t o w e a v e
paragraphs. Furnishing domestic news
■w h e n t h e r e i s n - o n e
l i k e e x t r a c t i n g b l o o d - f r o m a t u r n i p .
It is no more than fair that those who-
grumble at the lack' of local news in

s h o u l d s t o p a n d t h i n k

n o w

- i s ? v p . r v

o r

t h e i r p a p e r

whether they could not give the editor
fwo wor th p r in t ing , and , i t

,let them hold their peace or growl
c iga rs , and two wa i te rs to se rve them, i j i e i r own remissness .
The evening was advantageously spent :

a n i t e m o r

s o

a n d f o r

o f t h e
i n s t u d y i n g t h e m a p o f t h e 2 , 5 0 0 a c r e s
o f l a n d i t i s i p r o p o s e d t o c o n v e r t i n t o
a p a r k . T h e f o r e n o o n o f t h e n e x t d a y
w a s s p e n t i n r i d i n g t h r e e m i l e s u p a n d

A s h o r t t i m e s i n c e t h e c o w w a s s a d ,
s h e s c a r c e c o u l d r a i s e h e r h e a d ,
b e g a d ! H e r h o o f s w e r e s o r e , h e r t a i l
w a s l i m p ; h e r m a n e a n d b a n g s h a d
l o s t t h e i r c r i m p . A n d m i l e s s h e

a l i v e l y t e a m , i n

This account of Governor Gage’s visit to Big Basin -was -written by Du
Morning Senluul. It ran in the September 24, 1901 edition, the day it switched Fro

CiUirteoy of Mrj. Lillian MePheroon Roiute, Granddaughter of Duncan, Private Collection

ncan McPherson, editor of the Santa Cruz
maweekly to adaily newspaper.
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take possession of the 3,800 acres purchased by
the state. Santa Cruz County Horticultural
Commissioner J.H.B. “Humphrey” Pilkington
was appointed the first “Guardian” of the park.
During his several weeks residence at the park,
Governor Pardee was visited by Governor Heber
Wells of Utah, California Congressman J.C.
Needham, and the twenty-one member “Raisin
City Band” of Fresno.

In August 1904, amajor gathering of state
officials and businessmen was hosted in the park
by the State Board of Trade. More than 130
people attended and the event featured a
barbecue, serving “bulls-head, beef and mutton;
roasted clams” and other delicacies, and
entertainment by afull orchestra. Several
speakers referred to the campaign for recession
of Yosemite to the national government and their
hopes that the $25,000 annual appropriation in
state money would be transferred from Yosemite
to Big Basin. Among the resolutions passed by
the guests was one strongly urging “the
enlargement of the forest boundaries by the
purchase of bordering tracts, some of which
have been lumbered, but will be rapidly
reforested if protected from fire”, in the belief
that “such enlargement of the park (is) necessary
to its protection and proper administration”. In
November, the Commission would change
Pilkington’s title to "Park Warden” and the name
of the park would officially be designated
“Cal i forn ia Redwood Park” .

But in September 1904, before those changes
could be completed, the fortunes of the new park
would be drastically diminished when afire
started in asawdust pile at anew
the park. During the next twenty days, flames
raced through the redwoods to the sea, burning
1,200 acres. While the center area of the park
was protected by the heroic efforts of Pilkington
and his crew of one hundred men, the effects of
the fire on the environment of the new park
were disastrous. The Mountain Echo bemoaned,
“The beautiful trees of the Big Basin, saved from
the woodman’s axe only by the devoted efforts
of asociety of nature lovers, have been seared
by the flames, and many of them destroyed”.
Some of the scars can still be seen in the park
today.

From the establishment of the park, access
into it had been an urgent topic of conversation
among Sempervirens Club members as well as
among everyone interested in how tourism might

benefit those communities in its path. For over
adecade, ideas were proposed and politicians in
the three counties surrounding the park and in
Sacramento argued over who would pay for the
proposed highways or roads. The Santa Cruz
Sentinel reported that local capitalist and Club
member Frederick A. Hlhn and aCounty
Supervisor were interested in aroad up Waddell
Creek to the park from the coast. “The city of
Santa Cruz, and the county at large, are
interested in having the Big Basin penetrated
from both sides”, said Hihn in August 1903.
The plan for acoast road competed with Andrew
Hill’s idea that aroad from Santa Clara County
s h o u l d b e c o n s t r u c t e d i n t o t h e S a n t a C r u z

Mountains alongside Stevens Creek.
Sempervirens Club members in San Jose, where
the organization had its greatest strength, began
to lobby strongly for aroad to the park from
the east. Besides improving the old road from
the train station in Boulder Creek to the park,
road work was also needed to connect existing
camp sites, including Sempervirens Camp next
to Slippery Rock where the Club was started,
to others within the park boundaries.

In the fall of 1904, Santa Cruz County
Supervisors allocated $12,000 for amore direct
route into the park via Boulder Creek, awarding
the construction contract to the Granite Rock
Company of Watsonville. In San Jose, members
of the local Sempervirens Club, led by district
attorney James H. Campbell, petitioned the state
for asimilar amount to finance construction of a
road into the park via the Saratoga Gap. The
committee to investigate this proposal included
Andrew Hill and Saratoga minister Edwin S.
W i l l i a m s . B i l l s

Senate and Assembly for the Saratoga road but
the Governor said he was unwilling to finance
anything other than maintenance Inside the park.

In order to accept the land donated by I.T.
Bloom for aClub site, it was determined that the
Sempervirens Club would have to incorporate,
which would not be completed until 1907.
Andrew Hill and Civil Engineer A.T Hermann,
whose wife had been among the first members
of the Club, surveyed land on the border of Big
Basin on which to build summer homes. And
Club supporter John E. Richards, soon to be
Judge Richards, said that he would build a
country home adjoining the clubhouse site.

The primary goal of the Sempervirens Club
seemed to have been achieved. Some of the

m i l l n o r t h o f
i n t r o d u c e d i n t h e S t a t ew e r e
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the original band of stalwarts, who through
pluck and determination acquired the park”.
She said that “to reorganize aClub whose fire
of enthusiasm has already been spent mthe
pursuit and attainment of its early object is not
the easy task which it is supposed to be by
some”. Since the park and “all the forestry
interests of California are now in competent
hands...already scientific methods are introduced
in the Government Reserves and that trees are
being cut and sold in limited numbers”, White
said the club need no longer worry about the
park but should devote its efforts to the proposed
Saratoga road, in addition to the “bijou park” to
be built for members on I.T. Bloom’s land, and
on behalf of the purchase of the Calaveras groves
of big trees.

McCl lsh ’s tenure w i th the C lub was to be shor t .

After April 1906, he became distracted by what
the Boidc)er Creek Mountain Echo termed “the recent

earthquake confusion” which devastated San
Francisco and damaged many of the buildings
on the University of the Pacific campus. Distur¬
bance in the park was slight and in May, the
new road, constructed under contract by Bloom
and passing through aportion of his property.

founding members had considered disbanding
the club. Several turned to other pursuits. Charles
Wesley Reed took up railroad construction and
with mule teams built considerable portions of
the Ocean Shore, Northern Electric, Western
Pacific, Sacramento Southern Railways, as well
as the Harriman lines mMexico and the Imperial
Valley. In the Hiram Johnson administration,
Reed conducted the prosecution of corruption,
incompetence, and mismanagement uncovered
in s ta te ins t i tu t ions and served as Pres iden t o f
t h e fi r s t C a l i f o r n i a C i v i l S e r v i c e C o m m i s s i o n . H e
r e t i r e d o n a r a n c h n e a r C h i c o a n d t e n d e d h i s

orchard. J.F. Coope was in his early forties when
he died of diphtheria. An elderly John O. Packard
died from heart failure in 1908. Roley Kooser
entered the plumbing business in San Jose and
later became secretary of the Home Owners
Building and Loan Association.

At the Club’s annual meeting in January
1906, Laura White declined re-election and her
place was taken by the Reverend Eli McClish,
President of the College of the Pacific, then
located in San Jose. In her final report to the
Sempervirens Club membership, JMrs. White
spoke of San Jose as “the camping ground of

v-i ● ●*
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Park Commissioners and. Advisory Board visiting Big Basin, September, 1901
iam H. Mills, Henry Lindley, Father Kenna,

PhoUr. California State Park Collection
(Left to Right) General Chipman, J.F. Coope, Prof. W.R. Dudley, Willi

Gov. Flenry T. Gage, John Green, D.M. McPherson.
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was opened to the public. E.T. Allen resigned as
State Forester and was replaced by another
Pinchot nominee, G.B. Lull. Bids were taken
lor atelephone line into the park and operation
of the Sempervirens Camp was taken over by
Joseph Grahamer. “The big floor and other
conveniences fixed up by the club are still there”,
reported the Boidc^er Creek Mountain Echo, “and the
grounds are to be made suitable for picnicking”.

Reverend McChsh resigned his post after the
year was up to accept apreaching ministry in Los
Angeles. He was replaced as Club President by
Kate Moody Kennedy, aleader in the San Jose
Woman’s Club along with Carrie Stevens Walter
and Louise Jones, the wife of aprominent San
Jose attorney. Kate Moody Kennedy, like Carrie
Stevens Walter and Judge John Richards, was
aleading light in the literary community of San
Jose and afriend of poets Edwin Markham and
Ina Coolbrith, the state’s first Poet Laureate.
Under her leadership, the Sempervirens Club of
California was Incorporated on
for the purposes of “the improvement and
development of the State Sempervirens Forest
to the use and for the benefit of the people of
California, and to encourage the preservation
from destruction of other groves of Sequoia
sempervirens and Sequoia glgantea, as well as
other wooded groves, and to actively aid in
immuning them from fires and to promote the
general interests of scientific forestry mthe State
of California”. In addition, the Club looked to its
future form by declaring its desire “to acquire by
gift, grant, devise or otherwise, lands and real
estate, and to improve, mortgage, lease, sell or
otherwise dispose of the same in the State of
California”. Besides President Kennedy, directors
of the newly-incorporated Club included Andrew
Hill and WW. Richards; past Club Presidents
White and McClish; Alexander Murgotten,
editor of the California Pioneer and Califonua Elk;
San Jose Assessor Lewis Spitzer; William P.
Lyon, business manager of the Mercurxi; soon-to-
be U.S. Congressmember Arthur Free and his
law partner William H. Rogers; and Mrs. A.T.
Hermann, secretary of the Pratt Home for the
elderly in San Jose. The once-indefatlgable
Carrie Stevens Walter was not able to serve due
to illness and would die shortly after.

Established by the original park bill, the
Redwood Park Commission was disbanded in
1905 by Governor Pardee. The Governor sided
with Gifford Pinchot and the newly-established

U.S. Forest Service in asserting forest
"conservation”, or efficient use of timber resources,
rather than park “preservation” for any use other
than scientific study or recreation. The result was
legislation giving the Board of Forestry
responsibility for the California Redwood Park.
The Forestry Protection Act of 1905 abolished
the already disbanded P.edwood Park Commission
and put the State Forester in charge of Big Basin.
This effectively removed the park’s protection
from citizen oversight and put it solely in the
hands of politicians. E.T. Allen, the State Forester
recommended by Pinchot, was now in charge of
the California Redwood Park at Big Basin.

The faith placed in state forestry protection by
the Sempervirens Club was soon to be tested. In
November 1906, Pilkington had been replaced
as Park Warden by Samuel Rambo, a65-year-
old Boulder Creek merchant, former State
Senator, and president of the Boulder Creek
Sempervirens Club branch. Not long after
Rambo took over, it was rumored that logging
had resumed in the park. Both Rambo and
State Forester G.B. Lull denied the allegations,
saying that only dead or downed timber was
being removed. Finally in February 1908,
Sempervirens Club members investigated on
their own and discovered, as Hill described,
“this terrible devastation of the people’s forest;
this awful slaughter of live, beautiful trees”. He
reported seeing freshly-cut “wood, wood, wood
everywhere. Pickets and posts and split timber
over acres of ground as far as the eye could
see. ”Much of the wood was from living, green
redwood trees. The news was widely publicized
in the press as “the rape of the redwoods”. The
group’s report and Hill’s photographs led to a
Santa Cruz Grand Juiy investigation, which
temporarily put an end to logging in the park.
Former Park Commissioner William Dudley
wrote that “this incident of the legalized but
wholly objectionable lumbering in the Park
shows the people of this peninsula that the price
of its most attractive natural feature is eternal
vigilance, and not simply the $250,000 that was
paid over from their state treasury”.

In March 1908, the State Board of Forestry
met in Palo Alto. Testifying before it were
former Park Commissioners Dudley and Kenna,
lumberman H.L. Middleton, and Judge Richards
and Andrew Hill from the Sempervirens Club.
While Park Warden Rambo, State Forester Lull
and Lull’s local representative. Deputy Warden

March 16, 1907



Biltmore Forest School, and who, according to
at his best before intellectual

Creed, were not punished after the inquiry, the
scandal reverberated in Sacramento and spawned
no less than five bills calling for reorganization
of the Board of Forestry. Lull angrily referred
to members of the Sempervirens Club as “sickly
sentimental women, and men with less sense than
the women”, and held on to his job through
support from Governor Gillett, who proved to
be no friend ol conservation. Although it was
well known that fire rarely killed these hardy
trees. Lull’s decision to cut and remove burned
redwoods in Big Basin was backed by the Board
of Forestry. It was also widely viewed as evidence
for returning the park to civilian control. Two of
the bills to revise the Forestry Act introduced in
the 1909 legislative session were authored by
Sempervirens Club members: Senator James B.
Holohan of Watsonville and Assemblyman J.B.
Maher of Santa Cruz. Both called lor presidents
or faculty members ol the University ol California,
Stanford and Santa Clara College to serve four-
year terms on the Board and neither mentioned
the lorester's responsibility for state parks. Maher’s
b i l l w a s a m e n d e d t o r e i n s t a t e t h e o l d R e d w o o d

Park Commission. Members of the Club spoke
belore ajoint committee ol the California Senate
and Assembly to investigate the cutting ol live
redwoods in the park, and adelegation from
Sacramento visited the park along with Club
ollicials. The Boulder Creek Moiuitaui F^ho expressed
the hope that “no State Forester will ever again
be allowed to attempt scientific forestry or exploit
biological theories, so long as this shall remain a
peoples’ park”. Although Maher’s amended bill
passed both houses, it was vetoed by Governor
G i l l e t t e .

In 1910, Lull, who was never held accountable
lor his actions in Big Basin, resigned to work for
an eastern company promoting the eucalyptus
industry in California. At that time the San
Francuco Chronicle recounted that “(a)bout ayear
ago Lull was under fire from the Sempervirens
Club for ordering the destruction of the burned
redwood trees in Big Basin, Santa Cruz County,
but he maintained his place despite the influences
against him”. Flis successor as State Forester was
George H. Homans who had trained at the

o n e s o u r c e , w a s

or social groups where he could expound in a
scholarly manner upon the current needs of
state forestry”. Shortly after Hiram Johnson
took over as Governor in 1911, Senator
Holohan introduced abill identical to the one
Gillette vetoed two years before. It was passed
quickly and Governor Johnson signed it on
February 6, before reinstating the Redwood Park
Commission. As commissioners to the reinstated
Redwood Park Commission the Governor
named Santa Cruz Surf editor Arthur Taylor;
lumberman Henry Middleton; Father Robert
Kenna from Santa Clara College; and Charles
Wing, aprofessor of structural engineering at
Stanford University who had mapped Big Basin
with botanist William Dudley in the 1880’s and
w h o was at that time the Mayor of Palo Alto.
William "Billy” Dool, abutcher, one-time
Mayor of Boulder Creek, and friend of H.L.
Middleton, was appointed the third Park
Warden of California Redwood Park replacing
Samuel Rambo. Dool was also appointed
postmaster of the park. Dool’s connection to the
Sempervirens Club was apparent. When
Phoebe Hearst donated $500 to Warden Dool
for park projects, it was rumored the money
was used to pay laborers to remove poison oak
from camping areas. The Boulder Creek Alountaln
Echo editorialized that “our present park
commissioners, Mrs. Hearst and Mr. Dool are
all members of the Sempervirens Club of
California, and thus it continues that all the best
things for the park come to it through this club
or its members. Also, per contra, it is some
satisfaction that the late despoilers of the park
w e r e N O T m e m b e r s o l t h i s c l u b ” . E d i t o r

Rodgers apparently forgot that Sam Rambo had
been the founding President of the Club’s Boulder
C r e e k b r a n c h .

In 1908, Andrew Hill, acknowledged as the
“savior of the redwoods” by so many of his
contemporaries, was elected President of
Sempervirens Club and would remain in that
post for the next fourteen years.
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Andrew P. Hill, the originator of the California Redwood Park, at the Father Tree.
Photo: Hill Studio, Sempcroiirihi Fund Collection



To w a r d t h e V i s i o n o f a “ G r e a t e r P a r kI I

(The creation of aotate park ohoidd only be
upon land) abutting and contigiioiu, oo
that when the park woo eotabliohed it
ohoidd be acontinuous solid body...

(purchasing entire) hydrographic districts.
Wil l iam H. Mil ls, Cali fornia Redwood Park

Commissioner, 1902

From 1908 until his death in 1922, he served
the Club as its president. For much of that time,
he had astudio in Big Basin where he took and
developed photographs, and led visitors on
nature walks. During Flill’s tenure, the Club
successfully sought to remove the park from the
control of the Board of Forestry which they
blamed for "the rape of the redwoods” scandal.
Through their efforts, anew highway was
completed into the park from Santa Clara
County in time for the opening of the Panama
Pacific International Exposition in 1915. The
Club finally secured title to public land in the
Wa d d e l l C r e e k w a t e r s h e d f r o m t h e f e d e r a l

government, nearly doubling the size of
C a l i f o r n i a R e d w o o d P a r k .

T h e r o a d t h a t A n d r e w H i l l h a d e a r l i e r

envisioned from Santa Clara County did take
along time to achieve. By 1906, Hill had
collected $800 from friends to pay for asurvey
of the proposed route by J.G. McMillan of
Santa Clara County, but the San Francisco
earthquake put ahold on any plans for roads

/have anew scheme for buying the
remaining lands within the basic

r i m t h a t I t h i n k w i l l s u c c e e d .

Andrew Hil l , 1921

Artist and photographer Andrew PutnamHill spent almost aquarter of acentury
as the driving force behind the

Sempervirens Club of California. His photographs
of Big Basin redwood trees in their prime, as
well as his scenes of the devastation wrought by
logging, played amajor role in convincing
legislators that these trees should be protected
and preserved in California’s first state park.

Andrew Hill’s photo lab and
studio in Big Basin.
Photo: HuSoty San Jooe

Collection
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into the park from the coast or from San Jose.
Business interests on the Santa Cruz side of the
m o u n t a i n s c o u l d s e e l i t t l e n e e d f o r a r o a d t h a t

bypassed their towns. In 1909, the BoiiDer Creek
Aloantiun Echo declared itself "absolutely opposed”
to abill sponsored by the Sempervirens Club to
appropriate $25,000 to build aroad from
Saratoga, saying it was unnecessary and
impractical. Looking forward to the international
exposition planned for San Francisco in 1915,
F a t h e r K e n n a w r o t e t o H i l l t h a t i t w a s :

aci'ying ohanie that thio great prinieml park of the
jtate hao for ten i/eaiv keen practu'ally ignored oo
far ao real development and opening it to the public
u! concerned. The little that hao been done...hao not

been in any way real work for the development of
the Park for the whole people, which we want, and
niiiot have, (and) iv povviblc, by 19lb, when, we
triut, we vhall have good rondo into the park, and a
magnifcent boulevard through it, jo that the people
of the old world, coming over by the million, may be
jhown over agrand otate highway through thu
primeval redwood park.
Hill sent out many circular letters over the

next several years to Club members and
supporters asking for their personal and
financial assistance in obtaining the Saratoga
r o a d . I n 1 9 1 0 h e w r o t e :

When thij road io built, the Park may he reached
in lejj than four hoiirj’ ride from the leading hotelj
in San Francuico, the route traverjuig acountry of
great beaut}/ and fertility, gradually rijing from
the Santa Clara Valley to the Jiimmit of the Santa
Cruz Moiintainj at the Saratoga Gap. From thu
point one can jee into eight coiintiej of Central
California. The length of the new jtate road oiitjide
of the Park will be about eleven mHeJ from the
jiimmit to the rim of the Big Bajin.
According to editorial praise in the San Joje

Pojt, Hill was "one of the greatest promotion
agents in all California”. Fie felt that "(w)e must
exploit the sentiment of the great size and
remote age of the forest and the trees” and
"advertise the artistic beauty and botanical
significance of its plant life and flora”. Hill
believed that these efforts would attract hundreds
of thousands of people to the area and that the
"valleys near San Francisco will settle up, and
general prosperity will follow the opening of the
Park”. In aletter to Governor Johnson arguing
for the Saratoga route, Andrew Hill wrote:

Large automobile triickj will be ready to take Jight

jeerj into the Park, over thu road, jiut lu joon lu
it ucompleted and there uno doubt in my mind
but that the Southern Pacific will build their line
in very Joon, thiu creating more taxable property.
We jhall move for the coiutriiction of alarge hotel
jomewhere within the Bajin lU Joon lU we are

through with thu Bill and all effortj of the Club
jhall be bent toward the development of the country
along the line jo uj to create an increaje in the
valiu’j of property that the State may receive agood
income on itj invejtment.

This booster mentality drew fire from Taylor
of the Santa Cruz 5i/r/’who in an editorial
accused Hill of wanting to open the park to
recreation and the enhancement of private
property, and said Hill was masquerading as a
" f r i e n d o f t h e f o r e s t ” .

At ameeting of the State Park Road Committee
of the Sempervirens Club in December 1912, a
resolution was passed to petition the State
Highway Commission to construct atwelve-mile
road into the park at aprobable cost of $40,000.
At the Club’s annual dinner the following April,
Hill reported that “the work of the Club for the
coming year will be for the opening of an
automobile and carriage road to the California
Redwood Park for 1915, by the most direct
route”. According to Hill, asurvey with maps
and estimates had been done but “three times
we have secured an appropriation by the
legislature, for the new road, which unfortunately
has each time been vetoed by the Governor”.
Hill sent out more urgent pleas for support and
in August traveled to Sacramento with nine
bound volumes of petitions signed by 43,000
people. Park Commission members Wing and
Reverend James P. Morrisey, who had been
appointed as the representative for Santa Clara
College after Father Kenna’s death, both
supported the plan. By November, Hill was
speaking to supervisors from the three adjoining
counties about a$250,000 road program which
would include the twenty-mile circular
boulevard within the park that had been Father
Kenna’s dream. San Francisco civil engineer
John E. Pope had surveyed the park and drawn
up amap for the project that identified hills
renamed after Father Kenna and Professor
Dudley. That same month. Commissioner Wing
traveled to Sacramento and spoke in favor of a
$60,000 road from Saratoga.

Herbert Jones, the son of founding
Sempervirens Club member Louise Jones, had
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contributions of up to $500 to purchase a200
foot right-of-way over land containing virgin
redwoods owned by the Henry Cowell Estate.
He reached his necessary goal of $7602 with the
help of such wealthy Californians as James L.
Flood, James D. Phelan, Henry L. Tevis, A.B.
Spreckels, W.H. Crocker, Timothy Hopkins,
a n d W. H . C o w e l l . T h e M o u n t a i n E c h o r e f e r r e d t o

the right-of-way as “a sort of panhandle” to the
park; and it was over this land, many years
later, that the Sempervirens Fund would
construct the “Skyline-to-the-Sea Trail” between
Castle Rock and Big Basin Redwood State Parks.

Although there had been proposals to build a
road into Big Basin from the coast —the earliest
by local capitalist F.A. Hihn —they never met
w i t h t h e

from Saratoga. In 1915, abill to appropriate
$10,000 for astate highway from Pescadero to
the California Redwood Park did pass, and
Senator Flint announced that this “will make a
continuous highway from San Francisco through
Santa Cruz to Monterey and will be popular
with automobilists and give easy access to
mountains and sea beach”. The bill died on the
Governor’s desk. Money for the coast road was
not approved until 1927, and then only when
Senator Jones was willing to change its
description in the bill to a“fire escape road”.

Another challenge which occupied Hill during
his long tenure as President of the Sempervirens

was the expansion of the boundaries of the
park. Many park supporters —among them
William Dudley and Carrie Stevens Walter —
envisioned a“greater park” of up to 60,000 acres

success as the proposal for aroads a m e

f
Senator Herbert Jones, Sempervirens Club

Pres iden t f rom 1945 -1968 .

Photo: Sempen'ireno Fund Colleclwn

grown up participating in Club activities. He had
earned alaw degree from Stanford University
and was an attorney in San Jose when he
became the Club’s secretaiy. In 1912, with strong
support from the Sempervirens Club, he was
elected to the State Senate. Writing to former
President Laura White, Hill bragged that “we
have succeeded in electing as Senator, Herbert
C. Jones...This will give us aspeaker on the
floor of the Senate which should make us very
strong before the legislature”. Soon after taking
office, Jones along with Senator William Flint
of San Benito County, introduced abill that
according to Hill in his letter to the Governor
had been “practically drafted” by Professor
Charles Wing of Stanford, and which would
provide $100,000 “for survey and construction
of astate highway from Saratoga Gap...to, into
a n d w i t h i n C a l i f o r n i a R e d w o o d P a r k i n S a n t a

Cruz County”. Hill took adelegation to the
Assembly Ways and Means Committee hearing
and, although the appropriation was cut to

was passed by both houses and
signed by Governor Johnson in June. The only
potential road block was aprovision that right-
of-way had to be secured. Hill went into action
quickly and appealed to big donors for

C l u b
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Governor Henry T. Gage at Big Basin 1904.
Photo: Hutory San Jooe Collection
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people of California and the world”. Hill was
told that some 3,440 acres had indeed been set
aside for the park, but it was not until 1916 that
title to land totaling 3,785 acres was transferred
to California for the park. The properly
consisted of numerous small parcels, some ol
which continue to remain outside the watershed
boundaries of Big Basin Redwoods State Park.

The road into the park over Saratoga summit
was finally finished in May 1915, just in time to
serve v i s i t o rs t o t he Panama Pac i fic In te rna t i ona l

Exposition in San Francisco. The Exposition
celebrated the completion of the Panama Canal,
as well as the market possibilities of Pacific Rim
trade and the West Coast’s superabundance of
resources and beauty.

While real estate sales and developments
contributed greatly to the influx of tourists into
Boulder Creek in 1915, the prime drawing card
t o t h e a r e a w a s t h e C a l i f o r n i a R e d w o o d P a r k i n

Big Basin. On May 18, 1915, at the Panama
Pacific International Exposition, the Sempervlrens
Club began its celebration of the opening of the
new road with aparade of members from the
entrance of the grounds to the California
Building. Before alarge audience, Andrew Hill
retold the history of how adedicated band of
preservationists had saved aremnant of
redwoods in Big Basin which could now be
seen not only by Californians but by visitors
from around the world. “The Sempervlrens
Club of California is simply aname under
which the people en masse have come together
to organize and systematize the work of saving
the big trees of California Redwood Park in
order that it might be the most effective for the
public good”. In her address on
the Women of California in Acquiring the Park”,
f o r m e r C l u b P r e s i d e n t L a u r a W h i t e a c k n o w l ¬

edged Josephine McCrackin for her role In
initiating the preservation campaign, saying that
“the initial step for the acquisition of this
unparalleled piece of woods
w o m a n

was published in the Santa Cruz Sentinel on
March 7, 1900. Also speaking at the event were
Professor Charles Wing of Stanford, who
described the long campaign for the Saratoga
road; U.S. Senator James Phelan who praised
the value of the park for education and civic
bodies; State Senator William Flint, speaking on
the park and the Legislature; Boulder Creek
Judge Isaiah Hartman, who talked about

in the Santa Cruz Mountains, and looked upon
the original purchase of 3,800 acres as aneces¬
sary compromise to establish the park. Small
additions were made by gifts from supporters of
the park. I.T. Bloom donated four and one-half
acres to the Sempervlrens Club for aclubhouse,
and Henry Middleton gave five acres to the state
on which to construct the warden’s lodge. The
park boundary was increased further in 1917
and 1920, through donations totaling 200 acres
from Judge Isaiah Hartman of Boulder Creek,
along-time Club member. From the beginning
though, the Club had set its sights on unclaimed
federal land In the Big Basin.

In 1906, Governor Pardee petitioned the
federal government to cede nearly 3,000 acres
in the cha lk h i l l s to the S ta te o f Ca l i fo rn ia fo r

the park at Big Basin. About the same time.
Senator George Perkins introduced abill in
Congress to donate all federal land between the
park and the coast —about 3,250 acres with
840 acres in one tract —for the park. Apparently
neither measure was successful. In 1911, as part
o f h i s b i l l t h a t r e s t o r e d t h e R e d w o o d P a r k
Commission, State Senator Holohan included a
resolution asking the federal government to cede
lands to the park in Santa Cruz and San Mateo
c o u n t i e s .

The following year. Representative Everis A.
Hayes introduced another bill in Congress for
the ceding of 4,000 acres of cut-over land called
“The Chalks”, to the State for the park.
Congressmember Hayes was along-time
Sempervlrens Club supporter along with his
brother Jay with whom he also shared
ownership of the San Joee Mercury newspaper.
Hayes’ bill was approved by the House
Committee on Public Lands but apparently got
no farther. The Sempervlrens Club sent a
“memorial” to Congress regarding the extension
of the park towards the coast and fliers were
sent to Congressional members on the issue.
Senator Perkins reported that the bill had
passed the Senate in June and “the park is now
assured of an increase in area”. Still nothing
m a t e r i a l i z e d .

In early 1913, Hill wrote to Secretary of the
Interior Richard Ballinger for information about
unlisted federal property. Hill said that the
Sempervlrens Club was “taking steps to acquire
all the vacant lands between these detached
parcels, owned by private parties, that the Park
may become one great playground for the

The Help of

was taken by a
when her article, “SAVE THE TREES”,
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which Club directors intended to "take up the
subject of acquiring all of the lands within the
rim of the Basin as promised by the Native
Sons and other organizations of our state in the
Park last summer”. The original vision of a
"greater park” was never far from President
Hill's mind. As late as 1921, he wrote to Judge
Hartman that "1 have anew scheme for buying
the remaining lands within the Basin rim that 1
th ink w i l l succeed ” .

In acircular in May 1917, Hill alerted Club
members to "a new danger that immediately
threatens the park” and asked them to write their
legislators urging them to support aSenate bill
introduced by Jones to allocate $150,000 for
more park land. According to Hill, land owners in
the vicinity of the park were about “to erect asaw
mill and cut off the timber, involving aserious
hazard by fire, to the redwood forest and game
preserve already in possession of the State...This
timber must be obtained now or never”. The
funds requested by Jones were eventually made
available in 1920 to purchase 800 acres from the
Southern Lumber Company and 480 acres from
the Western Shore Lumber Company. By the
mid-1920’s, the California Redwood Park had
tripled in size to over 9,300 acres.

In 1919, several members of the Club formed
the Forest Play Association morder to present a
pageant in the park. "The Soul of Sequoia: A
Forest Play”, was written by Don Richards, a
San Jose attorney and son of long-time Club
member. Judge John E. Richards. The music
was written by Thomas Cator, awell-known
supporter of suffragette and anarchist causes m
California, who had retired from political
activism to become acomposer in Carmel. The
foreword in the play’s program explained the
plot: “From her long sleep Wawona comes with
Sequoia, her brave lover, her voice thrills
through the forest but dies away in sadness o’er
Sequoia’s slain body. The Padres, intoning the
Misericordia, enter in time to save the Indian
Maid from self-inflicted death. And last, Brundel,
the woodsman, meets his master, the destroying
ax is broken and the forest is preserved for ages
yet unborn”. Over 5,000 people saw the
production when it was presented in September
1919, at the foot of agiant redwood in anatural
amphitheater. It featured dancers and singers in
Greek attire and players named “Soul of Man”
and “Spirit of Nature ”. One review reported
that, “(a)mong the leading actors was one of the

mountain homes in the redwood district; and
William Alexander, who discussed the value of
the park to the business world. Exposition
director P.T. Clay presented the Club with a
bronze medal which was accepted by State
S e n a t o r H e r b e r t J o n e s .

Although the properly given to them by I.T.
Bloom remained undeveloped. Club members
continued to hold an annual outing in Big Basin
during the years Hill led them. At the 1908
Admissions Day gathering, event speakers
included California Secretary of State Curry
who said, “I don’t want anything done in this
park except to protect it and keep it as near as
possible in astate of nature”. Also speaking
were Hill; Murgotten; Arthur Briggs of the State
Board of Trade; Judge Richards; Professor Bell
of Santa Clara; W.S. Rodgers, Editor of the
Boulder Creek Mountain Echo\ and Professor
Johnson of Boulder Creek. In 1912, over one
hundred Sierra Club members also camped In
the park. At the Sempervirens Club outing in
August of 1913, abanquet was held at which
Hill, McCrackin, Father Kenna and Dudley
were honored by assembled Club members.
Another banquet was held in 1920, during

Andrew P. Hill, self portrait.
Photo: Sempcroireno Flint) Collection
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The “Soul of Sequoia; AForest Play” players, September 1919. Photo: Setnpcrvireno Finu) Collection

wrote that the play would not be afinancial
s u c c e s s

into the park, and said he only donated money
to “preserve the forests in Humboldt and
M e n d o c i n o c o u n t i e s w h i c h t h e a x m a n i s

threatening”. Adding that the last performance
“could hardly be considered an artistic success”,
Phelan nevertheless did enclose acheck for $100
which was returned after the outdoor pageant
w a s c a n c e l e d .

In 1918, the Save-the-Redwoods League was
organized by three scientists concerned about the
destruction of the redwood groves in northern
California which Phelan had pledged to help
save. Dr. John C. Merriam, Professor of
Paleontology at the University of California,
Berkeley; Henry Fairfield Osborn, President of
the American Museum of Natural History; and
Madison Grant, Chairman of the New York
Zoological Society, formed the League after a
trip to view the deforestation in August, 1917.
Over the years, the Sempervirens Club and the
League have had aclose working relationship,
supporting each other’s campaigns to save
redwoods throughout California. In 1921,
League Vice President Joseph Grant wrote to
Sempervirens Club Secretary Alexander
Murgotten, “we particularly value your
surrender of your own bill to the common good.
The trees along the northern highway were in

mountain deer, which, lured by the calls of the
assistant park warden, had been tamed
sufficiently for the appearance in the play”.
H e r b e r t J o n e s r e m e m b e r e d a n i n c i d e n t

because o f the cond i t i on o f t he roads

a m u s i n g

in retrospect but serious at the time” after the
performance when “hundreds of the audience
were sleeping in their blankets in the open, with
no protection against the weather. At about three
or four o’clock in the morning, an unexpected
downpour of rain produced great commotion as
people hastily climbed into their cars or rushed
for the protection of the dining room of the Inn”.

The following year another production was
mounted by Sempervirens Club members. This
was called simply, “The Sempervirens Forest
Play”, and was again written by Richards with
music by Howard H. Hanson, head of the
music department at the College of the Pacific
in San Jose and later Dean of the Rochester
School of Music. Alegal dispute over who
owned the rights to the first play had ended the
collaboration of Richards and Cator. The court
later determined that Richards did. The July
1920 performance of the Forest Play attracted a
large crowd, and one writer predicted that this
"out-of-door spectacle, which will be given
annually, will make San Jose the Oberammergau
of America”. However, the following year the
production was canceled due to lack of money.
In response to afund-raising plea. Senator Phelan
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imminent danger, and had we not been
successful in securing the appropriation, it
would have been impossible to save them”. The
Club had publicized aresolution to the
governor backing the League’s bill. The League,
along with the Sierra Club, would later help to
preserve endangered trees in the Santa Cruz
M o u n t a i n s .

At the annual meeting ol the Sempervirens
Club at Big Basin in 1922, Hill and Unitarian
minister Charles Pease were delegated to take a
trip through “the Primeval forests of the Butano”
to interview property owners, and to secure
options on 15,000 acres of forest. While they
completed that trip and showed photographs at
aClub meeting, the project to include Butano
i n t h e C a l i f o r n i a R e d w o o d P a r k r e m a i n e d

unfinished at Hill’s death on September 3, 1922.
Amonth before he died at the age of sixty-nine.

Hill received aletter from Newton Drury,
Secretary of the Save-the-Redwoods League in
which Drury wrote
close touch with the Sempervirens Club. It has
been o f ines t imab le va lue to the Sta te in

promoting the cause ol saving the Redwoods”.
After Andrew Hill’s death. Secretary

Murgotten was appointed Club President and
promised to continue Hill’s work to both preserve
Butano Canyon, and to assist the League in the
preservation of other redwood forests in the
state. Hill’s wife, Florence, long aDirector of
the Sempervirens Club, was made an honorary
Vice President along with Past Presidents
Charles Reed and Kate Kennedy. Andrew Hill,
Jr. would later become Secretary of the Club.
Andrew Hill’s ashes were scattered beneath the

Father of the Forest” redwood in

anxious to keep inw e a r e

large
C a l i f o r n i a R e d w o o d P a r k .
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T h e R e d w o o d I n n , ‘ ' C a l i f o r n i a R e d w o o d P a r k ” . PboUr. Roy Fulmer, Sanpervirenj Fiind Collection
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The Club and the New State Park System

Our Club ‘u a^emi-poLitical organization
ao our accoinpUohinenU are principally

attained through County, State, and
National Legislation. Therefore, in alarge
co-operating nienibership, there is strength.

Wallace P. Isham, 1926
Address to Sempervirens Club Directors

himself to working on trails in Big Basin and
compiling maps and guides for the park. The
publication of one guide netted the club over
$1,000, aconsiderable sum at that time. But
there was friction with Murgotten, and
Waterhouse eventually resigned as President
while continuing as aDirector. Over the course
of the next few years, Waterhouse tendered his
resignation as aDirector several times stating,
'T make ageneral practice of severing my
connections with any organization in the
activities of which Icannot participate to a
considerable degree”. Apparently the primary
cause of this lack of participation was attributed
to his not residing in San Jose. Despite these
gestures, Waterhouse continued to serve on
Club committees throughout the 1920’s.

Waterhouse was replaced as President of the
Sempervirens Club in May 1923, by William R.
Flint who had served in the State Assembly
from 1908 to 1912, and in the State Senate from
1912 until 1916. His family had large land
holdings in San Benito County and mSouthern
California where they were partners with
James Irvine. Both his uncle and cousin had
been members of the State Legislature. Flint
had been asupporter of the Club for over ten
years and along with Senator Herbert Jones
had introduced legislation for both the Saratoga
and coast roads into the park.

The Sempervirens Club decided to further
honor Andrew Hill’s memory with amemorial
w a t e r f o u n t a i n . I t w a s d e d i c a t e d o n M e m o r i a l

Day in 1924. Senator Jones was in charge of
the program. Speakers included his mother,
Louise, one of the seven founders of the
Sempervirens Club; President Flint and
Secretary Murgotten; Redwood Commissioner
Reverend Z. J. Maher, President of Santa Clara
College; and John E. Richards who had been
appointed aState Supreme Court Judge.
Richards’ wife read apoem written by former

While Alexander Murgotten served asSecretary of the Sempervirens Club
for many years, his tenure as

President was short. Not long before his death.
Hill had confided to Judge Hartman that, "Mr.
Murgotten is dead as asecretary, he has made
no attempt to collect dues from the members. I
think it must be because he is getting so old. He
must be 76 at least. We should put mayounger
man and pay him areasonable amount to keep
the books o f the c lub ” .

As President, Murgotten pledged to continue
the work of Andrew Hill, especially in the
campaign to preserve the Butano Forest as astate
park, and in providing assistance to the Save-the-
Redwoods League. He also reconfirmed the
Sempervlren’s Club’s commitment to encourage
proper maintenance of the park, to support the
building of aroad to the park from the coast, to
ensure that the planned Skyline Boulevard
s o u t h f r o m S a n F r a n c i s c o w a s r o u t e d c l o s e t o

the park, and to dedicate the largest tree in the
park in memory of Hill. At the Club’s annual
meeting in 1923, one committee was appointed
to explore ways to save the Butano Forest and
a n o t h e r o n e t o fi n d a s u i t a b l e m e m o r i a l f o r

Andrew Hill. While Murgotten relinquished
leadership of the Club after three months to S.W
Waterhouse, he continued to serve as Secretary
until his own death four years later.

Waterhouse, adist r ibutor of automot ive
equipment, builder’s supplies, and machine tools
from San Francisco, had an equally short tenure
of four months as Club President. He devoted
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and conservationists that Big Basin was “the
only state park which can be said to have been
adequately organized for use by the people of
the state”. Other parks were poorly managed
and funded by an increasing crazy-quilt of state
departments, agencies, boards, and commissions.
For reasons of “efficiency, economy and sound
administration”, McDuffie argued, the state’s
public lands required the “creation of astate
park commission with adequate powers and
funds”. In addition, preservation of the state’s
scenic attractions in public parks was important
for tourism which was second only to agriculture
in economic importance to the state. “Many of
the attractions that have made the state famous
are being destroyed like our redwood groves, or
are passing into private ownership like the
Monterey coastline”, McDuffie told the meeting.

Judge Richards was noncommittal about “the
present wisdom of forming aState Park
Commission”, but related to Murgotten that
Colonel Wing “had fully approved his
recommendation in that regard”. The Ferry
Building gathering voted to support acampaign
for astate park system and aCalifornia State
Parks Committee was formed. Advertising
executive and League Secretary Newton Drury
sent copies of McDuffie’s speech throughout
t h e s t a t e a n d r e c e i v e d e n d o r s e m e n t s b a c k f r o m

the Sempervirens Club in addition to those
from the Sierra Club; the Calaveras Grove
Association; the Point Lobos Association; and
such national groups as the American Civic
Association, American Forestry Association, the
N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n a n d t h e N a t i o n a l
Conference for State Parks; as well as from the
Save-the-Redwoods League itself. The state’s
automobile club, pioneer organizations, and the
C a l i f o r n i a F e d e r a t i o n o f W o m e n ’ s C l u b s w e r e

also strongly supportive. But legislation to
create apark system was opposed by the giant
Pacific Lumber Company and other timber
interests. Additional opposition came from the
influential California Development Association
and from former Governor Pardee, who had
d i s s o l v e d t h e fi r s t R e d w o o d C o m m i s s i o n . T h e

bill died with a"pocket veto” by Governor
Friend Wil l iam Richardson. The Governor, an
extreme conservative who signed less than half
the bills sent him, was defeated for re-election
in 1926 by Clement Calhoun (“C.C.”) Young, a
friend and business partner of Duncan McDuffie.
At ameeting attended by Sempervirens Club

Club President Kate Kennedy.
During the early 1920’s, amovement was

underway to establish astate park system in
California, and the Sempervirens Club was
called upon to play apart in this effort. At the
national level, the protection of forests and the
preservation of land in public parks had been
separate since the creation of the National Park
Service in 1916. Club member Charles Wing,
who had become aColonel after serving with
the Twenty-third Army Engineers in France
during World War I, wrote to Senator Jones
that the federal government;

hiu recognized the ctifference in needo between parko
and foreoto and (bar) therefore provided for the
management of parka and foreata under different
department. Foreatry prohlenu are largely
prohlema of agriculture —of the growing and
harveating of acrop. Park prohlenu are largely
prohlenu of public policy lU conceriu health,
recreation and education. All the trained foreoterv
that 1have talked with acknowledge that the
prohlenu are entirely different.
Colonel Wing told the Senator that the Club

“would probably strongly object to again placing
t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e C a l i f o r n i a R e d w o o d

Park under the Forestry Board, due to the
unfortunate past experience”. Forestry practices
that favored the production of lumber over the
preservation of ancient forests had been seen as
the cause of “The Rape of the Redwoods”
scandal in 1908. In addition to problems of
control and coordination, many citizens wanted
more and bigger parks. An organization in Los
Angeles calling itself the California State Parks
Association wrote Jones in December 1922, that
“there is no group of people at present doing the
things we have in mind, namely, taking out of
the market at once all the park area in the State
that it is wise and desirable to save for the future
before it is higher priced”.

In January 1925, an important meeting was
held by the State Parks Committee of the Save-
the-Redwoods League at the Ferry Building on
the waterfront in San Francisco. President Flint
represented the Sempervirens Club along with
Judge Richards and his wife. The Chairman of
the Committee was Duncan McDuffie, a
wealthy Bay Area developer and real estate
speculator who was also President of the Sierra
Club and aDirector of the League. McDuffie
told the gathering of businessmen, politicians.
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members at the Palace Hotel in San Francisco
in February 1927, the California State Parks
Committee was revived. It set about

Commission’s first meeting in January 1928,
Colonel Wing was appointed Chief of the
Division ol Parks. Wing, who had first mapped
Big Basin in the 1880’s with fellow Stanford
professor William Dudley, and who had served
for many years with the Redwood Park
Commission, was anatural choice. In addition
to serving as aDirector of the Sempervirens
Club since the 1920's, Wing also found time to
design Stanford Stadium and to consult on the
Hetch Hetchy Dam project. California Redwood
Park was renamed Big Basin Redwoods State
Park i n 1927 w i th i t s i nc lus ion i n the new
D i v i s i o n o f P a r k s .

As the campaign to pass the $6 million bond
issue went into high gear. Colonel Wing was one
of the featured guests at alarge Sempervirens
Club banquet held in Big Basin in June during
their annual outing. The National Conference
of State Parks was holding its meeting mSan
Francisco and many participants came to the
banquet. Including State Park Commission
Chairman Colby and Stephen Mather, Director

o r g a n i z i n g

what has been called "the largest publicity
campaign in California’s history”. That year, the
Legislature unanimously passed three bills which
provided for acentral commission to unify
administration of all parks; ordered acompre¬
hensive survey of state park possibilities; and
called for a$6 million bond issue which, with
matching private funds, would buy $12 million
worth of land for the park system. Another
piece of legislation created the Department of
Natural Resources which would Include both a
Division of Forestry and aDivision of Parks.

After signing the legislation in the summer of
1927, Governor Young appointed five men to
the new Park Commission: Sierra Club activist
William Colby, Stanford President Ray Lyman
Wilbur, Southern California attorney Henry
O'Alelveny, internationally-known explorer
Major Frederick Russell Burnham of Holljrwood,
a n d S e n a t o r W i l b u r C h a n d l e r o f F r e s n o . A t t h e

Automobile camping in “State Redwood Park”, circa 1910. Photo: Roy Fulmer, Sempervu'enj Flint) Collection
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golden than the rocky steps which the Golden
Falls descend”. All of the land in the Big Basin
should be Included in the park, the Club
manifesto stated. And, as if to find pragmatic
and utilitarian reasons for purchasing the falls,
apage was attached with statistics showing
water flow and possible electrical output.

The Sempervirens Club under the leadership
of both Murgotten and Flint focused efforts on
achieving awestern access road into the park
from the coast. The report to the Park
Commission had also argued for "another
entrance from the West, and aroad through the
Park from East to West”. After $10,000 was
approved for an initial survey. Senator Jones
lobbied heavily in Sacramento for construction,
but economy-minded governors continually
refused to sign bills funding anew road. Santa
Clara lawmakers had won their long battle for
an eas te rn access road and were d is inc l ined to

offer support for another road that would
permit visitors to bypass their attractions and
businesses. The only way Jones was able to
finally secure approval from Governor C.C.
Young for the road along Gazos Creek was to
call it a"fire escape road”. According to a
circular letter from President Flint, the "Park

of the National Park Service. The featured
speaker was U.S. Congressman Arthur M. Free,
acharter member of the Club. He urged the
gathering to support the bond issue, and in
November 1928, it passed by an overwhelming
vote of three to one. In areport to the new
commissioners, the Club argued for "the
necessity of extending the boundaries of the Big
Basin Park westward so as to include lands
now held in private ownership, which are apart
of the Big Basin, and are almost entirely
surrounded by present Park lands”. This report
was obviously designed to get the attention of
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. Olmstead was
conducting asurvey of state park needs and the
Club’s report called attention to the "many-
hued waterfalls” which were not then under
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constitutes amenace to visitors by reason of the
possibility of forest fires”. The only two roads
into the park were from the east, Flint wrote,
and the previous year, afire jumped both roads.
"With astrong wind and arapidly traveling
fire, and with burning logs falling across the
road, campers in the Park would be completely
trapped...The mind cannot picture the holocaust
i f a f o r e s t fi r e
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were to cut off the present exits!
Newton Drury, Secretary of the Save-the-
Redwoods League, wrote that the “League will
be very glad to cooperate with you in urging
the construction of the ‘fire escape’ road”.

In addition to the western road campaign, the
Club published abooklet. Unto the Children: A
Story of the Redn’oodj, authored by San Jose
writer Austin Hall. The story of ajourney by a
w i d o w e d V e r m o n t l u m b e r m a n f r o m L o s G a t o s
into the Santa Cruz Alountains redwoods with
his seven-year-old daughter, it was first
published in nationally-circulated Evetyhody’j
Magazine and was then donated by the author
to help in fund-raising efforts by the
Sempervirens Club. In aletter accompanying
the booklet, Flint confessed that the Club was
“in need of alittle money to continue the fight

L ' L
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Berry Creek Falls.
Photo: Alexander Lou’n/, Senipeivire/hi Fwu) Collection

park ownership, and included an article from the
San Francijco Chronicle which praised each of the
three falls along Berry Creek in glowing terms —
"the golden eagle in your pocket is not more

/
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to ‘Save the Redwoods’.” In Hall’s tale, on their
way to see the famous redwoods, the lumberman
and his daughter meet up with the legendary
Mountain Charlie McKiernan who helped them
purchase 80 acres where the man cut down one
ancient tree to build an entire hotel. Years later,
the lumberman turned-hotel proprietor agreed
to take care of the “frail, delicate, pampered”
son ol avisiting capitalist one summer in order
to toughen him up. After growing up, the son
returned at the last moment to save the few
remaining trees from the destruction threatened
by his father’s logging company. Flint wrote to
Club members that the story would help "to
inculcate alove for the redwoods, and for
outdoor life”, and would no doubt increase
membership revenue. In apostscript, Flint
added that "if you are Interested in this great
humanitarian work of saving these magnificent
trees for future generations, send us aliberal
check to a id us in ou r work ” .

The redwood forest preservation movement
was growing, but with national attention and
money focused on saving the redwoods north of
San Francisco. Anote of discouragement crept
into Flint’s correspondence. In January, 1926,
he stated, “Sometimes Iwonder if the efforts of
the Club would be more effective if we joined
the ‘Save the Redwoods League,’ but again it
seems better that we should keep our
individuality as we have done, thereby
functioning locally and more effectively”. The
suggestion of amerger had also been made by
Murgotten to League Secretaiy Druiy. In his
response, Drury paid tribute to the uniqueness of
the Sempervirens Club:

Ipemonally am inclinec) to beLieoe that you ohoul?
oiirely keep the Semperoireno Club in exLitence. It
haj arecord of op Lend id achievemento, and there are
likely to arute any number of queotiono upon which
ito voice ohoLiid be heard. You have been moot

helpful in cooperating with the Save the Redwoodo
League at all tuneo.

Drury added that he would be glad to discuss
the possibility of amerger, but after the mid-
1920’s, the issue was never raised again.

At the nadir of the Club’s fortunes, Murgotten
died and Flint resigned as president to pursue
land development interests in Southern
California. Wallace fsham, aSan Jose insurance
salesman, was elected President at the end of
1926, and prospects looked bleak.

Owing to the passing of our faithful Secretary,
Alex P. Murgotten, soon after the 1926 annual
meeting, the writer found himself practically
without support, with no program ahead and
unable to obtain aquorum for adirectors
meeting, owing to the fact that some were living
away, others were out of town and with
resignations pending from others. Some were
disinterested to the extent that the Club’s future
existence hung in abalance.

Isham, with apromoter’s zeal unequaled since
Hill’s time, soon organized agala celebration to
mark the 20th anniversary of the Club’s
incorporation in 1907. In aletter to the new
Board of Directors, which includes Herbert
Jones and his mother Louise; Judge Richards,
Colonel Wing; Judge James Welch, who owned
land in the Castle Rock area west of San Jose;
and Andrew P. Hill, Jr., Isham bragged that
interest is apparently gathering momentum,

and there are before us some important matters
to be considered”, namely:

the matter of developing the Club propertleo
adjoining the Big Baoui Park, and the erection
of aClub hoiioe or Seinpervireno Camp. The
acqiiioition of additional redwood propertleo,
together with new road conotruction, fre prevention,
etc., ao well cut building up an excluolve memberohip
of lutereoted citlzeno.
Isham reminded the directors that the

Sempervirens Club, "is asemi-pohtical
organization as our accomplishments are
principally attained through County, State, and
National legislation. Therefore, in alarge co¬
operating membership, there is strength”. Besides
acquiring additional groves of redwoods, Isham
proposed areforestation project for land
subjected to fire. To achieve these objectives, the
new president suggested "an active publicity
campaign through ahuge membership drive”,
and asked that the Directors consider affiliating
with other similar organizations, perhaps
including the Save-the-Redwoods League and
t h e S i e r r a C l u b .

At the 20th anniversary meeting held at the
Sainte Claire Hotel in San Jose, the featured
speaker was Duncan McDuffie who was then
attempting to persuade the Legislature to pass
the park bill sponsored by his California State
Parks Committee. Senator Jones spoke to the
membership about the fire escape road and
Judge Welch, whose favored project was the

u ●
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obtaining that land before it was logged.
At a1928 barbecue hosted by the

Sempervirens Club for guests at the 8th
National Conference on State Parks in Big
Basin, new State Park Commissioner William
Colby paid tribute to the Club’s twenty-eight
years of work on behalf of the redwoods:

We owe agreat debt of gratitude to thio club,
becauoe thio great park we hare here would
probably by thio time hare been deotroyed and laid
low if it had not been for the work of there men and
women. Ican remember the great battle it took to
get thij leg illation through for the pure hare of thir
grore. Many people then could not ree the ralue of
prererring it. But 1know that now we can all
recognize and agree that the more war one of the
wLiert morer erer made in the rtate of California,
to hare thir gloriour park prererred here and there
great treer.

The barbecue was served to nearly 200
members of the Club and their guests beneath
the redwoods and huge oaks of the park.
According to the San Jore Mercury Herald, “the
music, as announced by the menus, was
furnished by the trees. Bluejays, chattering
overhead and boldly approaching the tables for
tidbits, and deer walking about unafraid, added
adelightful touch to the meal’’.

Areview of the membership list of the
Sempervirens Club from May 1927, provides an
idea of the character of the membership at that
time. In addition to individuals and couples on
the typed list of 405 names, there were thirty-
seven institutional memberships including a
dozen banks, an equal number of businesses,
four hotels, five women’s clubs, and Santa Clara
College. Of the readily identifiable businesses,
there were alumber company, tannery, market,
hardware store, paper company, and the San
J o s e Wa t e r W o r k s . M o s t o f t h e m e m b e r s l i v e d

mthe region stretching from San Francisco to
Santa Cruz, with the largest number residing in
the San Jose area. One member lived in Seattle;
afew were from Southern California; and Edwin
Markham, the San Jose writer who had
achieved phenomenal fame with his poem “The
Man With aHoe ”, which had been published in
the San Francirco Ercaniiner in 1899, was then
living in New York. There were twenty-six
doctors, asprinkling of attorneys, and seven
judges. Many of the San Franciscans on the list
were prominent in their professional fields:

proposed Skyline Boulevard in the hills through
his property, lectured
interest to lovers of the park”. After the
ceremonies, everyone removed to Bakesto Park,
in northeast San Jose, where two redwood
trees were planted and dedicated in memory of
Hill and Murgotten —
and most faithful co-workers”. Isham said that
the day was, “one of the most memorable
occasions in the Club’s history, and it is hoped
all received an inspiration to press on with a
more vigorous spirit than ever,
work of saving the redwoods, not only from the
ruthless hand of man but from the ravages of
fire”. Over the years, more memorial trees were
added to the Sempervirens Club grove in
Bakesto Park. In 1932, trees were planted for
Judge Welch; Louise Jones; Kate Kennedy;
Park Warden William Dool; William Lyon,
business manager for the San Jore Mercury, and
Mattie Murgotten. In 1935, trees were planted
for Judge Isaiah Hartman and David
Satterthwait; and in 1940, for Mrs. A.T.
Herrmann and Club founder, W. W. Richards.
I s h a m h i m s e l f w a s m e m o r i a l i z e d w i t h a t r e e
in 1946 .

Following the 1927 celebration, Isham heard
from Fred McPherson, editor of the Santa Cruz
S e n t i n e l a n d s o n o f D u n c a n M c P h e r s o n w h o

had been present at the Stanford meeting on
May 1, 1900. “You certainly had agood
meeting”, McPherson told him, “and deserve
much credit for starting amovement to include
within the park area several units of land
necessary to the protection of the park”. During
the next few months, there were excursions of
Club members to the property in Big Basin
donated by I.T. Bloom years before for an
encampment, and into the Butano where,
according to the new Club Secretary, Andrew
Hil l , Jr., former President Waterhouse
suggested atemporary camp could be built prior
to “starting an agitation for its preservation”.
Isham t rave led to San F ranc i sco to d i scuss the

availability of land with Timothy Hopkins, one
of the largest landowners in San Mateo and
Santa Cruz counties, and predicted that “there
will soon be afirst class bus line running into
the Basin from Santa Cruz”. Hopkins had been
asilent partner of Middleton, who sold the
original park to the state. In aletter to the
Chronicle in 1936 after Hopkins’ death, Charles
Wesley Reed paid tribute to his essential role m

topics of especialo n

departed friendso u r

t h a t w o n d e r f u l
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Senator James Phelan; Mayor James Rolph;
sugar heir Rudolph Spreckles; financiers Henry
Cowell, William Crocker, H.L. Tevis, and
Timothy Hopkins; Park Commissioner William
Colby; Parks Director Colonel Charles Wing;
and Duncan McDuffie, Chairman of the State
Parks Committee. Big Basin Warden Billy Dool
was on the list, along with park concessionaire
Roy Fulmer and his wife. Also included were
Santa Cruz Sentinel publisher Duncan McPherson
and former Lt. Governor Will iam Jeter, both of
whom had attended the Stanford meeting in
May, 1900. Congressmember Arthur Free was
on the 1927 list, as were Everis A. Hayes and
Jay O. Hayes, owners of the San Joee Merau'y
and politicians who served both in Sacramento
and Washington. And finally there were the
Club stalwarts: Louise and Herbert Jones,
Kate Kennedy, Mattie Murgotten, Mrs. A.T.
Hermann, Wil l iam Fl int, Dr. James Bul l i t t ,
Judge Isaiah Hartman, WS. Rodgers of the
Boulder Creek Mountain Echo, and Hill’s widow
Florence and son Andrew, Jr. There were 161
names on the list marked "paid”. Of these, fifty-
t h r e e w e r e w o m e n a n d s i x w e r e i n s t i t u t i o n s .

Membership cards during this period contained
the following oath: "I pledge allegiance to the
Sempervirens Club and the principles lor which
i t s t a n d s : To s a v e t h e R e d w o o d s f r o m t h e

ravages of fire and the ruthless hand of man.”
W h i l e I s h a m w a s a b l e t o h o l d t h e C l u b

together during the Depression years, his high

hopes for expanding the park’s boundaries could
not produce tangible results. In 1929, the
Sempervirens Club decided to celebrate the 29th
anniversary of its founding with abarbecue in
Big Basin. The May event was to include
members of conservation groups from Central
Coast and San Joaquin counties as well as Park
Commissioners. The menu featured seafood,
"Filet of Toro”, and "Frijoles Espanole”, along
with "Chili Salsa” and “Java Royal.” In 1932,
the club celebrated the 25th anniversary of its
incorporation with aluncheon and the planting
of additional redwoods for deceased members
in Bakesto Park. The featured speaker was
Winfield Scott, aformer member of the State
Board of Forestry and manager of the Butano
State Park Association who indicated that the
preservation of the Butano Forest continued to
be part of the Club’s plans for a“greater” Big
Basin park.

The on-going role of the clergy in preservation
efforts was reinforced at the 35th anniversary
celebration of the founding of the Club in 1935.
The Reverend James J. Lyons, S.J., President
of Santa Clara College, said mhis invocation
that the redwood groves, God’s first temples,
“are among the most humbling of nature's
marvels to men not entirely encased in self
conceit”. He added that "it is asolace to
consider that the venerable giants antedate the
Christian era by many centuries”.

The Butano campaign got abig boost in 19d0

Wa d d e l l B e a c h ,
Rancho del Oso and

Big Basin beyond.
Photo: Alexander Lcnv/y,
Sempavirau Fund Collection--
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Commerce; and representatives of the San
Lorenzo Valley Property Owners Club, the Contra
Costa County Development Association, and
the Pomona Grange, among others. Winfield
Scott, aleader in the Butano movement, expressed
the view that the park should eventually extend
“from the skyline to the sea”, avision that was
finally realized over aquarter century later with
the trail by that name. Bert Werder, aSan Mateo
County fire warden, told the gathering that the
entire Santa Cruz Mountains should be saved
as avast playground lor the San Francisco
metropolitan area, aview echoing the dreams ol
Sempervirens Club founders.

“Semper Fidelis”, paraphrased the San Joite
Mercury in backing the plan:

Forty yeatv ago thio opring adetermined little
hand of San Jooe folk undertook to convince an
indifferent puhUc and apathetic leguilature that the
gloriouo redmiodo in the Big Bavin region ohould
not be laid ivaote under the logger’o axe... North of
Big Bavin liev avavt region of virgin redwood
ecjually beautiful, far lew known to the public

as the Sempervirens Club celebrated forty years
of saving the redwoods. As early as 1931,
Isham had written to the San Francbico Examiner
complimenting it for an editorial advocating that
Butano be included in astate park; "Mr. Hearst’s
ambition towards the preservation of the forest
a n d w i l d e r n e s s a r e

anniversary gathering. Club members resolved
to find $50,000 to match astate appropriation
that was to come either from oil revenues or
from horse racing receipts for the purchase of
approximately 1,000 acres of virgin forest
surrounding Beriy Creek Falls, long atarget of
both loggers and preservationists and not tar
from the southern edge of the vast Butano
region. This goal was supported by Newton
Druiy, now acquisition agent for the Park
Commission as well as Secretary of the Save-
the-Redwoods League. Other speakers at the
C l u b e v e n t i n c l u d e d t h e R e v e r e n d F r a n c i s

Caffrey of San Juan Bautista, newest member of
the State Park Commission; Fred McPherson, Jr.
and Dr. Thomas MacOuarrie, the presidents of
t h e S a n t a C r u z a n d S a n J o s e C h a m b e r s o f

well known”. At the 40th

Photo: Sempervu'eno Funa CollectLon



become part of the park. While land in the
nearby Pescadero watershed was purchased
from the Shriners in 1945 and became Portola
State Park, Butano was not added to the park
system until 1956.

Wallace Isham died in 1945 and his place as
president of the Sempervirens Club, was taken
by Herbert Jones. Jones had spent nearly a
half century supporting the Club and working
behind the scenes as Club attorney and
secretary. Isham’s service to the Club during his
eighteen-year tenure did not result in the saving
of the Butano, or apublic highway from the
coast, or anoticeable increase in the size of Big
Basin Redwoods State Park as it was renamed
by the State Park Commission m1928.
However, his drive and perseverance enabled
the band of redwood preservationists in the
Sempervirens Club to survive and maintain
their urgent insistence that all endangered
redwoods in the Santa Cruz Mountains be
owned by the public, and not cut down for
private profit.

than the present park proved. It uthe Batano,
niydterunui, magnificent, remote.
The Butano was threatened now just as the

Big Basin had been forty years earlier, warned
the Mercuni. “It would behoove every person
who loves the redwoods, who has admired the
beauty and felt the inspiration of the Big Basin
groves, to take part in this new fight to keep
forever unspoiled the last remnants of
California’s departed forest glory”. The San Jooe
Newj, in supporting the Butano campaign,
headlined its editorial the “New Crusade” and
said that “some of the founders o f the o ld

Sempervirens Club are gone but the spirit of
the pioneer group has lived on and burns
brightly among the present membership”. The
editorial predicted that “it is asafe bet that the
new crusade wi l l be as successful as was the old
one”. In 1943, the Park Commission allocated
$50,000 from the prior legislative appropriations
of 1941 for matching funds to acquire Berry
Creek additions to Big Basin. But it would be
many years before that land would finally
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Backpackers enjoy the view from Castle Rock State Park. Photo: Sempervireno Fund CoLlection
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Five Finger Fern.
Photo: Howard King, Scmpcrrireno Fund Collection

Young lady with ahandful of
bright yellow banana slugs.
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V I I .
The Butano Forest Campaign

Cruz Mountains. The role of Herbert Jones has
not been well documented, although he devoted
much of his life to the work of the Sempervirens
Club. In addition to his early involvement, he
served as president from 1945 until the Club’s
incorporation papers were turned over to the
newly-formed Sempervirens Fund m1968. While
Hill and the other founders had the vision that
brought the park into existence, Jones was
foremost among the managers and administrators
who contributed to the Sempervirens Club’s
longevity.

Herbert Jones’ public reputation is based not
so much on his work on behalf of the redwoods,
but on his long career as astate legislator and
for the critical role that he played in developing
California’s water resources. In 1913, he was
e lec ted to the S ta te Senate f rom San Jose

where he had been practicing as an attorney for
the previous six years. According to Andrew
Hill, much of the credit for Jones’ election
belonged to support from Sempervirens Club
members. Jones repaid that debt by obtaining
an appropriation of $70,000 from the State for
the Saratoga road to Big Basin which opened in
1915. Because of across-filing loophole in the
election that year, Jones set arecord never
since equaled by running on four tickets —
Republican, Democratic, Progressive and
Prohibitionist -and winning on all of them.

Jones was actually aProgressive Republican.
He was an important legislative leader in the
reform-era administrat ion of Governor Hiram
Johnson, and he was rumored to have been a
potential candidate for Governor himself. An
editorial in his hometown newspaper declared
him the “politician of the century” in Santa
Clara County. He was President of the
Progressive Voters League between 1923 and 1926
when it helped to successfully defeat conservative
Republican Governor Friend W. Richardson, and
elect progressive Republican G.G. Young.

The majesty of the redwoodo, the beauty of the
otreanu lined with azaleao and ferno, the charm
of the potrerod fringed with tiger lilieo —all theoe

coot aopell over me that hao never ceaoed.
H e r b e r t J o n e s

recall my first summer in the Big Basin”,
Herbert Jones wrote to W.S. Rodgers
in the early 1940’s. “I was still in college,

me my summer vacation with
the Sempervirens Club in return for my going
over acouple of weeks in advance and helping
to get the camp in shape”. Herbert Jones was a
law student at Stanford at the time. Herbert and
his brother Augustine had fished with Hill and
h a d w o r k e d

helping other campers by carrying their gear,
packing in water, and helping put up their tents.

The territory veemed very wild and unexplored. The
niajeoty of the redwoodv, the heautxi of the otreanu
lined with azalea<.t and fenu, the charm of the
potreroj fringed with tiger lilieo —all there ceuit a
rpell over me that hmt never ceiued.
In his retirement from editing the Boulder

Creek Mountain Echo, Rodgers had been one of
the strongest supporters of the idea of apark in
Big Basin. Congratulating him on his ninetieth
birthday, Jones reminded him of “the apathy 3mu
had to overcome of those who thought our forests
were limitless, and the opposition of those who
only saw in the magnificent monarchs of the
forest an opportunity for enormous financial
profits. ”

The battle to establish a“people’s park” in Big
Basin did not end with the purchase of the land
in 1902. It required the continuing efforts of
individuals like Rodgers and Jones to campaign
for access roads into the park and for the
addition of land in the Waddell Creek watershed
to fulfill the Sempervirens Club founders’
original vision of a"greater park” in the Santa

Iu

Mr. A.R Hill gave

baggage slingers and roustabouts”a s
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Jones was also apious teetotaler. Many ol the
California laws implementing Prohibition were
his handiwork. The “Jones anti-stil l bil l” made
possession of astill, or the parts thereof, afelony.
Among the other issues that Jones championed
were education and water. In education, he was
i n v o l v e d i n e f f o r t s t o c o n v e r t t h e o l d n o r m a l

schools to state colleges and was instrumental in
establishing the system of junior colleges in
California. But it was in water legislation that
Jones made his mark. Alarge framed print of
Frederic Remington’s celebrated painting, “Fight
for the Water Hole’’, hung in his San Jose law
office and it symbolized his approach to the water
problem. “More than any other single individual ”,
wrote one local historian, “Herb Jones was
responsible for bringing water to the Santa
Clara Valley —enough water to meet the needs
of an urban metropolis”. Another writer called
him, “Father of Waters”. As Chairman of the
Senate Committee on Public Health in one of the
early sessions of his service in the legislature, he
introduced and secured the passage of
legislation tor aSanitary Commission to have
jurisdiction over the fresh-water streams of the
state. He was amember of the Senate group
that in 1928 prepared an amendment to the
state constitution whereby the “riparian” right
to water was restricted to the reasonable use of
water by reasonable methods. Jones introduced
an enabling bill that, after two failed attempts,
ultimately became the Water Conservation Act
of 1931. This created the legal framework for
the old Santa Clara Valley Water Conservation
District, predecessor of the current water district,
and for similar agencies throughout the state.

Throughout his long service to the county and
state, Jones continued to represent the
Sempervirens Club and fight tor important
membership issues like the western access road.
The voluminous correspondence he lelt behind
in various university archives show that he
worked tirelessly with the Sierra Club, the Save-
the-Redwoods League, and other conservation
organizations to save threatened forests mthe
Santa Cruz Mountains —in Big Basin as well
as in the Butano and Pescadero watersheds to
t h e n o r t h .

Another longtime member of the Club was
Colonel Charles Wing, who died in 1945. Jones
chose Ernest Dudley, nephew of the late Stanford
botanist William Dudley who had played amajor
part in the early campaign, to replace Wing as a

Club director. In his letter to Dudley, Jones
said that the Sempervirens Club “is
reorganizing to throw its efforts into the
m o v e m e n t t o s a v e t h e B u t a n o F o r e s t ” . A f t e r a
v i s i t w i t h t h e S i e r r a C l u b i n t h e P e s c a d e r o
watershed, Jones wrote aletter to Parks Chief
A.E. Henning stating that “the trees are falling”
there and asking for Henning’s support to save
the redwoods in that area. From Boulder Creek,
WS. Rodgers wrote Jones that he was “veiy
glad that you have
Butano forest campaign. The greatest part of it
has and is now being destroyed by the mill men.”

Aubrey Drury, Newton’s brother and
Administrative Secret£iry for the Save-the-
Redwoods League, sent Jones his support “for
the program for saving timber in the Pescadero
and Butano region,” and discussed the
legislature’s appropriation of $10 million for
seacoast beaches and $5 million for the purchase
of other lands for parks inland. The mam
problem with this legislation was atechnicality
that prevented Butano from receiving funds
because it was too far inland to be abeach, but
could not qualify as an “interior” park because
San Mateo County bordered the ocean. Drury
said the interpretation of the bill’s wording was
largely in the hands of the State Park Commission.

Jones represented the Sempervirens Club at
aDecember 1945 meeting in Redwood Cily
with representatives of the State Chamber of
Commerce, American Legion, Peninsula
Women’s Clubs, the Horsemen’s Association,
the Eagles, Supervisors from San Mateo and
four other counties, and others who had
organized into the “Statewide Committee for
Acquisition of the Butano”. “We want an
Interpretation”, Jones told that gathering, “as
to whether Butano Forest, situated five miles
from the coast, may be construed as an 'interior
area’.” San Mateo’s leaders announced that they
would include their San Mateo County Park,
which had been purchased for $70,000 and later
received $75,000 worth of improvements, as
part of matching money required for transfer of
Butano to the state park system. At the request
of American Legion representatives, the meeting
resolved that when it was acquired, the Butano
Forest area would be named, “Veterans Memorial
Park”, in honor of World War II veterans. Among
the resolutions adopted by the committee was
one urging Governor Earl Warren to include on
his agenda for aspecial session of the legislature

d e c i d e d t o c o n t i n u e t h e
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Photo: Frank BaLthit, Sanpervireno Fane) Collection

and wood for cooking for anominal charge”.
This language was reminiscent of that used by
Father Kenna and Reverend Williams in their
pleas that Big Basin be a“people’s park” where
citizens of the Bay Area could find rest and
relaxation away from the trials and tribulations
of modern urban civi l ization.

Butano remained on the agenda of the
Sempervirens Club. At the annual meeting in
March 1946, San Mateo County Fire Warden
Bert Werder again addressed the group,
reporting on the progress of the survey of the
Butano forest. Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.,
appraiser for the State Park Commission,
conducted the survey for the purpose of
recommending that part of Butano be acquired
by the state. Olmsted had also indicated the
possible connection of Big Basin, Butano, and
the redwood groves in the Pescadero drainage,
owned since 1924 by the Islam Temple Shrine
of San Francisco. (After the meeting, atree was
planted in Bakesto Park in San Jose to honor
the late Club President Isham, making atotal of
thirteen memorial trees planted for deceased
Club officials.) In June, the Club sponsored a
“ m o t o r c a r a v a n e x c u r s i o n ” o f m o r e t h a n o n e

hundred people into the Butano Forest for a
picnic and discussion of the area’s natural

Along Gazos Creek in the Butano forest,

an amendment to the park appropriation bill
allowing Butano to be included for funding. In
aletter to the Governor, Jones said that "even
as 1write the trees are crashing” in the Butano,
and asked Warren to help “break the log-jam
and make it possible for steps quickly to be taken
to acquire this forest as astate park”. He added
that he had "hiked through this Butano region
in summers past, and hence feel personally
acquainted with the beauties of its timber and
its advantages, and the urgent need for it as a
recreational outlet for the increasing population
of the Bay Region”. Governor Warren replied
that while he was "very much interested in the
acquisition of additional State Parks”, it was not
an appropriate matter to be discussed at the
upcoming special session which was restricted
to other pressing issues. Despite Warren’s
hesitancy, the Legislature did clarify the matter
according to the committee’s resolution and the
State Park Commission ordered asurvey of the
B u t a n o .

Jones also sought support for preservation
from state labor leaders. In one letter he argued
that the state parks are "a God send (sic) to
working people. They furnish wholesome
recreation, and the opportunity for family picnics
free of cost. They also furnish sites for camping
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name than Portola, the Spaniard who explored
and down the Peninsula but who did not

visit the Pescadero watershed. This campaign
did not garner much support, however. Santa
Cruz attorney Emmet C. Rittenhouse, a
member of the Native Sons of the Golden West,
t o l d J o n e s t h a t h e f o u n d n o o n e w h o k n e w

anything about Chris Iverson, "or anything that
he had done with regard to the redwoods of this
county”. He said that he could think of more
appropriate people to honor. "I find the
consensus of opinion is that if the name of the
Park is to be changed it should be changed to
‘Colonel Chas. B. Wing State Park’ or 'Winfred
Scott Rodgers State Park'.”

In July 1946, aceremony was held in Big
B a s i n t o r e d e d i c a t e t h e A n d r e w H i l l t a b l e t a n d

drinking fountain which had been moved due to
park construction. It had been relocated to the
Redwood Trail near the “Father of the Forest",
which was the largest of the park’s ancient
redwoods and Andrew Hill’s final resting place.
More than two hundred people attended the
festivities, and the first person to drink out of
the new fountain was the widow of WS.
Rodgers. In addition to Jones, who paid tribute

the man who saved the redwoods”.
Chairman of the State Park Commission, Joseph
Knowland, told of the growth of the state park
system which now comprised eighty parks and
nineteen monuments. Although Charles Wesley
Reed, first President of the Sempervirens Club,

resources. The trip was co-sponsored by the
State Chamber of Commerce, the San Mateo
Planning Commission and the Loma Prieta
Chapter of the Sierra Club. In addition to Jones
and Werder, speakers included A.E. Connick,
C h a i r m a n o f t h e S t a t e C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e
Committee on Resources and L.G. Barrett,
Secretary of the Hollister Irrigation District and
t h e P a c h e c o P a s s Wa t e r D i s t r i c t . G u e s t s l e a r n e d

that the land for the park had been purchased
in 1945 by the Pacific Lumber Company of
Humboldt County which now had it priced at
$2 million. This was the same land that had been
donated to Stanford University by Timothy
Hopkins, but had been sold to raise funds for
t h e s c h o o l .

During the trip, Jones announced anew
Sempervirens Club campaign to rename the
Shriners Grove, called Portola State Park after
the state purchased it from the Shriners the year
before, mhonor of Chris Iverson. Iverson, a
Scandinavian immigrant who had worked as a
Pony Express rider and shotgun guard, had
acquired two parcels of land on Pescadero Creek
mthe 1860’s. His cabin remained on the property
until it fell during the earthquake of 1989. In
early years, travelers by horseback from Stanford
stayed overnight at the Iverson ranch on their
way to and from the Big Basin. The idea to
change the name had originated with Ashley
Browne, stepson of Colonel Wing. Herbert
Jones agreed that Iverson was amore suitable

u p

t o H i l l a s

Photo: Clyde Arlmckle, Sempervireno Finn) CollectionThe Andrew P. Hill Fountain, Big Basin, July 1946.

4 8



was unable to attend the ceremony, he wrote to
Jones from his farm near Chico that Big Basin
pictures taken by Hill “hang on my walls. 1take
pride mthe accomplishment they record, and
enjoy the pleasant memories they invoke, ft is
highly appropriate that your mother’s son
should be President of the Club”.

Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., who had
conducted acomplete survey of all of
California's existing and potential state park
land in 1928, concluded in aNovember 1946
report that there is “no doubt whatever that
(Butano) is scenically the best as well as the
largest body of primeval forest remaining in this
part of the state”. He considered it remarkable
that “large tracts of virgin redwood forest
should have survived uncut for so many years
just here, less than 50 miles from the midst of
the enormously expanding population of the
San Francisco Bay urban aggregation, and close
to the starting place from which wholesale
commercial logging of redwoods spread so widely
and so fast”. His 1928 survey had recognized
the progressively growing need for nearby
forest parks, due to population pressure, and
recommended adding 12,000 acres to Big Basin,
including Butano. Big Basin and Muir Woods
were already becoming overcrowded, and if
access to virgin redwood forests close to urban
centers was desired, then “it will only be by
prompt action mthis district and only at high
monetaiy cost”, Olmsted concluded. The
Sempervirens Club became asponsor of anew
organization —the Butano Forest Associates —
along with the Sierra Club, Save-the-Redwoods
League, the Tamalpais Conservation Club,
Marin Conservation League, Mission Trails
Association, the Isaac Walton League of
America, and other regional and state civic
organizations. Herbert Jones was amember of
the board of directors of the Butano Forest
A s s o c i a t e s .

Although the 1946 Olmsted report argued
forcefully for the purchase of 5,000 acres for a
state park in Butano, Jones found it necessarj^
to agitate continuously over the next few years
for the purchase of park land. Big Basin Ranger
Harriett Weaver, whose animal stories long
delighted youngsters visiting the park, wrote an
invective entitled, “Save the Butano!” for
We^ttwayj magazine. "I hope the Butano project
is coming along”, she wrote in aletter to Jones
along with drafts of the article for his comments.

“You must be areader of John Muir”, he
commented, for “your language evinces his same
passionate fondness for nature, and also the
giving of personality to the trees, ferns and
mountains”. In reviewing her draft of an article
about Andrew Hill, Jones suggested that she give
c r e d i t t o F a t h e r K e n n a r a t h e r t h a n t h e C a t h o l i c
Church . "A i r. H i l l seemed to s tand i n awe o f t he

power of the Catholic Church”, Jones said, and
he mentioned it so repeatedly in his campaigns
for the park and the access roads “that people
came to me to have him pipe down’.” Also,
according to Jones, it was
was anephew of Kenna’s, but he thought the
Mayor and Senator may have only referred to
h i m a s " U n c l e R o b e r t ” o u t o f f o n d n e s s . We a v e r

had wondered if apublisher like the Stanford
University Press would be interested in a
“complete stoiy” of Big Basin and the
Sempervirens Club. Jones responded that if she
should decide “to write afull history of the
movement for the preservation of the Big Basin,
1think there are still enough old timers to give
you considerable authentic information”.

In 1948, an article in amagazine published by
the National League For Woman’s Service
called for “immediate action” to preserve about
4,500 acres in the Butano. “Recreation sites are
lessening with increasing home developments
and ruthless lumber companies are rapidly
denuding wooded areas with tragic effects, fn
fact, mills are running to capacity in and around
the Butano Forest at present. Smaller ones
carry on the destruction after the larger
operators remove the big timber”. The article
further implored:

Let iij revive the true epirit of the Indian word
BOOT-ah-noh (written at preoent Butano)
meaning “a gathering place for friendly vufLto. ”
May Butano State Park opeedily become areality
and oanctiuuy for thooe oeeking the guiet, peace
and inopiration of the foreot primeval.
T h e S t a t e P a r k C o m m i s s i o n h a d s e t a s i d e

funds to purchase land on amatching basis, and
San Mateo County was prepared to donate
valuable local park facilities to the state for this
purpose, ft was hoped that other surrounding
counties would budget money for the Butano
Park wh i ch
t o W o r l d Wa r f f s e r v i c e m e n a n d w o m e n .
Richard Leonard, President of the Sierra Club,
w r o t e t o t h e C a l i f o r n i a W a r M e m o r i a l P a r k

not cer ta in tha t Phe lan

intended as aliving memorialw a s
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citizens “whose fortunes were made in the
lumbering operations”, and proposed that the
addition be made as "a memorial to W.S.
Rodgers or to the Santa Cruz County Service
Men of World War II.” His chief concern
seemed to be the timing of this acquisition m
relation to the Club’s efforts in the Butano
F o r e s t :

Thut cruu hiu broken at the time the Sempervireno
CUtb and allied organizatumo are organizing for
the big drive to oave the Butano timber. For that
reaoon lam wondering whether the oaving of the
Beriy Creek region cannot be undertaken by Santa
Cruz County.
The I950’s proved to be afrustrating and

stressful decade for the Club. The quandary
over redwood land in Butano and along Berry
Creek had still not been resolved by 1952, when
Big Basin Redwoods State Park celebrated its
50th anniversary. Jones was the principal
speaker at the "Old Timers Night” ceremonies
which included many older park rangers who
had gotten their start in Big Basin. Guests
included Everett Powell, Chief Land Procure¬
ment Officer for State Parks; Earl Hanson,
Assistant Chief of California State Parks; Clyde
Newlin, adistrict superintendent with State
Parks; Fred Moody, former Chief Ranger of Big
Basin; Fred Canham, retired Chief Ranger at
Morro Bay; C.L. (Roy) Cushing, Chief Ranger
at Seacliff State Beach; Robert Crawford, Chief
Ranger at New Brighton Beach State Park; and
Elmer Crawford, the park’s oldest civilian
employee. Mrs. Frank Clement, daughter of
Tom Maddock who built the first cabin in Big
Basin and wife of the San Lorenzo Valley
County Supervisor, was aspecial guest.

In 1956, Andrew Hill was again honored for
saving the redwoods when ahigh school in
s o u t h e a s t S a n J o s e w a s n a m e d a f t e r h i m . H i s

painting of the Big Basin redwood called “Father
of the Forest” was donated to the school and
now hangs in its library.

While aportion of the Butano was saved by
the mid-1950’s, the dilemma of Berry Creek
remained. In 1961, Jones headed adelegation
of citizens from Santa Cruz and San Jose,
including Kurt Monnlng of Santa Clara, Mrs.
Kenneth Carpenter and David Meeker of
Saratoga, and Mrs. Alice Wilder and Thomas
McHugh of Santa Cruz, who met with Governor
Edmund Brown to discuss the situation. By this

Association that while his club was not directing
the program for the preservation of the Butano
Forest, it was “actively supporting both that
project and the Calaveras pines and big trees”.
He urged the group to contact Jones and the
Butano Forest Associates, and recommended
the Sierra Club Bulletin which was publishing an
article about the campaign in its January 1950
issue. Land in Butano was finally purchased by
the state in 1956, and the park opened to the
public in 1961.

Another issue occupied Jones and the
Sempervlrens Club members during the next
fifteen years. Some of the most spectacular
scenery in the Waddell Creek watershed was
known to be along Berry Creek where aseries
of three waterfalls —Golden, Cascade and Silver
—join Berry Creek Falls in the stream's 500 foot
rush to join with the west fork of the Waddell.
The area had long been the destination of hikers
and the subject of photographers. The owner of
the land thought the state should purchase his
property because it would provide “a perfect
dam site” for the Hoover estate, between Big
Basin and the Coast, which had been targeted
for eventual state ownership. “Prompt and
vigorous action is necessary to save the Berry
Creek region”, Jones wrote to anumber of
possible supporters in the fall of 1946 when it
was learned that the land had been sold to a

San Jose contractor who planned to erect amill
and cut timber on the land. According to Jones,
the State Park Commission had approved the
acquisition of the Berry Creek area as an
addition to the Big Basin and had set aside
$50,000 to be matched by outside contributions.
The Sempervlrens Club had withdrawn from an
earlier campaign directed by Winfield Scott to
raise this money because according to Jones,
“his arrangement called for commissions for
himself...(and) the Sempervlrens Club has never
participated in any movement where acut was
going to aprivate individual, but has always
insisted that the entire proceeds of any campaign
with which it was connected for park enlarge¬
ment, should go directly for land purchase”. In
any event, Scott’s campaign failed and the Park
Commission funds reverted back to the state’s
General Fund. Jones hoped that amovement
could be started among prominent Santa Cruz
landowners who “might contribute areas
sufficient to make up the matching property” for
the Berry Creek land. He identified prominent
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time, the land being sought was 514 acres owned
by Big Creek Timber Company and the selling
price was areported $1.5 million. While
Governor Brown did not promise the necessary
funds in addition to the $500,000 already
available, he did direct Natural Resources
Director Dewitt Nelson to contact Attorney
General Stanley Mosk at once and get purchase
negotiations under way. One possibility
d i s c u s s e d

uncut trees across the Big Creek holdings to join
two separated areas already within the park
boundaries. According to Jones, the Governor
felt that condemnation proceedings were possible.

In afollow-up letter to the State Division of
Beaches and Parks, Jones recounted his efforts
on behalf of the Sempervirens Club in Big
B a s i n :

During my jiivt jeMLon in the State Senate in
1913, Ibacked the hill for the $70,000
approprLutum to build aotate road from Saratoga
Summit into the Park. In the 1917 jeooion, I
authored the bill for an appropriation of $150,000,
to acquire an additional 1200 acreo to protect the
water oupply for the Park. In the 1927 oeooion, I
presented the meaoure for the conotructuvi of the
Gazoo Creek Road.

During all of these campaigns, Jones said,
there were objections that these measures would
increase taxes and impose an unduly heavy
financial burden on the state. “The State has

paid an appalling price, in its acquisition of park
lands, because of the fear of high taxes”, Jones
argued. When Timothy Hopkins owned land in
the Butano, 5,000 acres could be purchased for
$300,000. “Year after year was allowed to slip
by and finally (in 1956) the State acquired some
2,000 acres for $1.2 million”. With reference to
the Berry Creek lands, “the process of
skyrocketing of prices has gone on
continuously”, Jones said, pointing out that
redwood and fir were selling for thirty-five
dollars per thousand board feet, up from three to
four dollars per thousand board feet twelve
years before.

Jones and t he C lub he ld t ha t t he u l t ima te a im
of conservation “would be to have the State
acquire all the lands along Berry Creek and its
tributaries so as to round out the Park and make
acontiguous or unified holding”. Bj'- the time
Jones was making this plea to the State, the
original vision that the founders of the
Sempervirens Club held of a“greater park” in
the Santa Cruz Mountains of from 45,000 to
60,000 acres had faded from view. Decades of
fighting over scraps of land, redwood tree by
redwood tree, and the accumulation of all
unsaved old-growth trees in private hands, had
made this grand dream seem impossible. It
would take another generation and anew
incarnation of the Club, for this dream to be
r e a l i z e d .

preservation of a“corridor” ofw a s
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V I I I .
The Sempervirens Fund: Lobbying Thrust to Land Trust

/what happened when they bought treeo
for apark, but not the watershed. Logging

and fireo cauoed erooion below and treeo
started falling. Then Ioaw that development
wao beginning in the Santa Cruz Mountains

a n d t h e

Tony Look, founding Executive Director of the
Sempervirens Fund, 1971

its goals because of its political connections, not
the least of which were State Senators Jones
and Flint, and U.S. Congressmember Free.
And rew P. H i l l had been ab le t o r a i se ove r

$7,000 in contributions from generous donors
towards the purchase price of aright-of-way
from Saratoga Gap into the park, but the Club’s
fund-raising efforts otherwise had been limited.
Members paid one dollar ayear in dues and this
money went towards circular letters to promote
preservation issues and annual events. In the
spirit of the times. Club members looked to
government to pay for saving the redwoods.
When economy-minded administrations
declined to help them, they explored other
strategies, as Jones did by renaming the Gazos
Creek access road a“fire trail” in order to get
state support. When the State had empty pockets,
pressure was applied on the three counties
surrounding Big Basin to provide money for
efforts like saving the Butano forest. When this
failed, personal connections sometimes worked,
as with the gifts of land from Middleton, Bloom,
Hartman and the McAbee family —all Club
members or supporters.

The Sempervirens Club did not engage in
raising funds from Individuals and businesses in
order to purchase land from private owners that
contained endangered redwoods. They may
have chosen that tactic because the Save-the-
Redwoods League, with whom Club presidents
had been in continuous contact since 1918, was
already tapping that source with considerable
success. Tens of thousands of acres of redwoods
in northern California had been preserved in
state and national parks through the League’s
fundraising efforts. In 1967, in conjunction with
the Sierra Club, the League had secured funds
to purchase 488 acres of redwoods in the Berry
Creek area from the Big Creek Lumber Company
for inclusion in Big Basin Redwoods State Park,
permanently preventing logging within sight of
the scenic falls. While the Sempervirens Club

thing could happen.o a n i e

With the addition of unclaimed land inthe Waddell Creek watershed through
afederal grant. Big Basin Redwoods

had doubled in size by 1916. Sempervirens Club
stalwart Judge Isaiah Hartman had donated 200
acres of his land. In 1920, Senator Jones secured
$150,000 mappropriations from the Legislature
to purchase another 1,200 acres from two lumber
companies. In the late 1920’s and early 1930’s, an
addit ional 500
through gifts and small appropriations. Lumber¬
man H.L. Middleton’s estate deeded 910 acres
over to the state for the park in 1955, in
addition to an earlier donation of five acres for
awarden’s cottage. In 1959, the Sempervirens
Club transferred to the State the four and one-
half acres that I.T. Bloom had earlier given to
the Club for acampground which had remained
unused and undeveloped. While Big Basin was
of moderate size for astate park, it remained
much smaller than the “greater park” that
Sempervirens Club founder Carrie Stevens
Walter, Stanford botanist William Dudley, and
others had envisioned over fifty years before
when they urged that all of the forested
watershed in the Santa Cruz Mountains be
preserved. 10,000 acres in the Waddell Creek
watershed remained in private hands, and as the
price of lumber rose following World War II,
the economic impetus to log the big trees
i n c r e a s e d .

From its founding in 1900, the Sempervirens
Club had primarily been alobbying organization
and had achieved considerable success towards

came into state ownershipa c r e s
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provided support, it remained in the background.
Club President Herbert Jones was in his 80s
and had retired from the public eye with his law
practice, and many of the other Club activists
were deceased or quite elderly.

The Sempervirens Club retained its position
as apioneer mthe preservation movement
though. In a1992 article on land trusts, the
Sierra CLuh Magazine included the Sempervirens
Club among the trailblazers in this movement.
Land trusts today are nonprofit organizations that
work to preserve land threatened by commercial
development, from logging to suburban sprawl.
In many cases, they function as mediators
between private owners and public agencies,
buying land and reselling it to public agencies for
county, regional, state or federal parks. The
Save-the-Redwoods League had pioneered this
particular approach in California. By the late
1950’s, The Nature Conservancy, modeled after
aquasi-governmental organization of the same
name in Britain, was purchasing land on a
national level, and the Greenbelt Alliance was
preserving land in the San Francisco Bay Area.
In 1963, writer Wallace Stegner formed the
Committee for Green Foothills to lobby for
preservation of open space in San Mateo and
Santa Clara counties. The tremendous growth
in population after World War II had
stimulated aconstruction and development
boom in the nine counties surrounding the San
Francisco Bay. Asuccessful state park bond
issue in 1964 made funds available for park
expansion. Since private contributions could be
matched with state funds from the bond act, a
doubling effect occurred with individual
donations. Thus the means and the desire —as
represented by the bond act and by individual
donations —to Increase public ownership of
undeveloped land all came together at a
propitious time. It was the dawning of the
nat ional environmental movement mthe mid-
I 9 6 0 ’ s .

By 1968, Big Basin Redwoods State Park was
receiving high public use. More than 7,000
campers had been turned away the previous year
for lack of room. At the same time, the area was
being threatened with severe ecological damage
from logging and development on over 750
acres of private land in key locations within the
boundaries of the watershed. There were plans
for ahotel-resort complex on a2,300 acre parcel
between the park and the coast. Another land

developer in north Santa Cruz County, was
planning asubdivision on more than 300 acres
on the side of Mt. McAbee in the heart of Big
Basin. Edgar Weyburn, President of the Sierra
Club, had previously asked Claude A. “Tony”
Look, Chairman of the Sierra Club’s National
Conservation Committee, to work with John
Dewitt of the Save-the-Redwoods League on
the Berry Creek purchase; $24,000 had been

m.■>

Claude A. "Tony” Look
Photo: C. R. Boothe, Private Collection

raised, with the State matching those funds.
T h e n L o o k w a s a s k e d t o fi n d a n a d d i t i o n a l
$19,000 to combine with $108,000 available
from the League and the State to purchase the
Mt. McAbee acreage. But he had only one month
in which to do it. Ton3? Look’s "May Day”
campaign was short, intense and successful. In
fact, the ad hoc committee he organized raised
more than enough for the Mt. McAbee purchase
and was able to secure additional land.

Big Basin was similar to the Bull Creek basin,
a25,000 acre area in Humboldt County where
Tony Look’s father and paternal grandfather,
had aranch at Look’s Prairie in the Bull Creek
drainage. His father operated arestaurant in
Garbervllle in addition to propagating irises.
His grandfather had been alogger for Pacific
Lumber Company and worked atwo-ended saw
six days aweek. “We’ll never run out of
redwoods”, he told his grandson who fished for
salmon, steelhead and trout in the Eel River and
liked to hike along Sproul Creek. Look had also
met the founders of the Save-the-Redwoods
League and had accompanied them on an
exploration of fossil shells along the South Fork
of the Eel River. After receiving degrees in
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Sierra Club, and the Save-the-Redwoods League.
Atrail in Big Basin was named after him and
both he and Look were made honorary rangers
by the California State Park Rangers Association,
f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s

Despite the Berry Creek and May Day fund¬
raising successes. Big Basin would remain both
endangered and incomplete. In the summer of
1968, Look and King joined forces with another
organization, Conservation Associates, to find a
means to protect the entire Waddell Creek

pharmacy and pharmaceutical chemistry from
UC Berkeley, Look settled in the Bay Area with
his family. He joined the Sierra Club in 1940 to
ski at their Sierra lodge near Donner Pass to
pursue his interest in trails. After service m
World War II, Look returned home for avisit.
He found that the banks of Sproul Creek had
been stripped and the fishing ruined. Heavy
flood waters in Humboldt County m1955, made
worse by the deforestation, eventually destroyed
all evidence of the Look family burial plot in the
town where his father was raised. Meanwhile,
Look had moved with his family to Los Altos in
the 1950's and he owned and operated the Monta
Vista Drug Store in Cupertino. At the time he
joined the Loma Prieta Chapter of the Sierra
Club, it had become involved mzoning issues in
Santa Clara County. San Jose was expanding
its borders westward to include new property
developments. Although the County Planning
D i r e c t o r w a s c o n s e r v a t i o n - m i n d e d a n d t h e

county had established greenways along all the
creeks, much agricultural land was being turned
into housing developments.

In 1999, Look related that, “I guess Ilearned
to love the redwoods when Iwas aboy. Isaw
what happened when they bought trees for a
park, but not the watershed. Logging and fires
caused erosion below and trees started falling.
Then Isaw that the same thing was happening in
the Sierra foothills and Isaw that development
was beginning mthe Santa Cruz Mountains and
the same thing could happen”. He took science
classes at San Jose State College in order to
understand more about ecology. Working with
the Sierra Club’s Conservation Committee, he
helped stop the Grand Canal portion of the
California aqueduct which would have tunneled
under the forest in Mendocino, and prevented a
dam on the Eel River which would have flooded
much of the Round Valley Indian Reservation.
At afriend’s photography store in Mountain
View, Look met Howard King and they began a
long friendship and apartnership on
the Santa Cruz redwoods. After retiring as an
engineer for Hewlett Packard, King had been
told by his doctor that walking would help his
bad back. He went into Big Basin with acamera
in 1959, and began what would become life-long
photography and trail blazing in the park. His
photographs of redwoods and their surroundings
have been widely published and used for
promotion materials by the Sempervirens Fund,

behalf of State Parks.o n

The Cast le Rock at Cast le Rock State Park.

Photo: Alexander Lowi'y, Seinperoireiu Fund Collection

wa te rshed as we l l as to es tab l i sh anew s ta te

park fourteen miles northeast of Big Basin.
C o n s e r v a t i o n A s s o c i a t e s h a d b e e n f o r m e d i n

1960 by three environmental activists; Doris
Leonard, who with her husband Richard, had
been alongtime conservationist in the Sierra
Club; George Collins, recently retired as Chief
of Land Use Planning with the Western Region
of the National Park Service; and Dorothy
Varian, the widow of Silicon Valley electronics
pioneer Russell Varian, inventor of the Klystron
tube and founder of Varian Associates. Varian
had hiked the Santa Cruz Mountains extensively

b e h a l f o f
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Founders Grove, Big Basin
Redwoods S ta te Pa rk .

Photo: Alexander Lowry,
Semperi’ireno Fund Collection

representative cross section ot the mountains as
a m e m o r i a l t o h i m . C o n s e r v a t i o n A s s o c i a t e s w a s

used as the vehicle to achieve this. During the
1960’s, the group was also involved mpreserving
the Nipomo Dunes in San Luis Obispo County;
the Point Reyes Seashore, which would become
aNational Park; Andrew Molera State Park in
the Big Sur area; and 10,000 acres in Santa Cruz
County which in 1963 became the Forest of
N i s e n e M a r k s S t a t e P a r k .

According to Richard Leonard, who had also
been President of both the Sierra Club and Save-
the-Redwoods League, Conservation Associates
“revived the old Sempervirens Club of 1900,

in his youth and was particularly lond ol Castle
Rock. On the crest of a3,200 foot ridge, the
area offers alabyrinthine outcrop of Chico
sandstone where rock climbers practiced and
kids explored the honey-combed aeolian caves.
In 1959, Russell Varian had obtained an option
to buy twenty-six acres in the Castle Rock area
from lone Welch, daughter of Judge James
Welch, an early Director of the Sempervirens
Club. Aweek after the option was secured,
Varian died while on ahiking trip in Alaska with
the Leonards. The families, who shared business
dealings as well as alove for hiking, decided to
fulfill Varian’s vision of preserving a
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Basin and additional land for Castle Rock. This
event was followed by akickoff for the general
public in October at the Santa Clara County
fairgrounds which featured adinner and guest
speakers. William Penn Mott, Jr. was there to
formally receive the deed for the Mt. McAbee
purchase and the transfer of Castle Rock land
to the State. The new organization was also
announced in an issue of the Sierra Club Bulletin
which headlined its plans “to complete and
connect California’s oldest and newest state parks”.
Written by Allen Jamieson, the article featured
acolor photo by King of Berry Creek Falls.

The offices of the Sempervirens Fund were in
the back of Look’s Cupertino pharmacy until
more suitable offices could be secured mLos
Altos. George Collins reluctantly served as
President for the next four years until the Fund
could receive its own non-profit, tax deductible
status and separate from Conservation Associates.
Los Altos physician Richard Wheat, who had
been ascoutmaster with Look, became President
in 1972 and served in that role for fifteen years.
Dr. Wheat’s father. Attorney Carl Wheat, anoted
historian, map maker and author, had been an
advisor for Olmsted’s park survey in the 1920’s.
Unlike the earlier movement though, most of
the initial membership and financial support for
the Sempervirens Fund came from individuals
in San Mateo County rather than from the San
Jose o r San ta C ruz a reas whe re t he C lub ’s

support had been. Much as
taken aleadership role in the Club, Tony Look
u n d e r t o o k t h a t f u n c t i o n i n t h e n e w F u n d . H e

took acourse in grantsmanship. Amailing list
was developed to support solicitations, and the
organization gradually became more professional.

Direction for the Sempervirens Fund’s
involvement in the improvement of park infra¬
structure, came when State Parks trails engineer
Dale Wilson located the deeds for the right-of-
way originally obtained by Andrew Hill. In
April 1969, more than 2,500 people participated
in atwo-day project to construct the “Skyline-to
-the-Sea Trail” from Castle Rock to Big Basin.
This event was co-sponsored by the Santa Cruz
M o u n t a i n s Tr a i l s A s s o c i a t i o n a n d h a s b e e n h e l d

yearly since then. Trail Days became anational
event in 1994 with the promotion of National
Trail Days under the sponsorship of the
American Hiking Society with several thousand
people involved in creating and improving trails
in parks across the country.

which was the sparkplug for the Big Basin
Redwoods State Park. It had
and history, and it was alegal corporation. So I
suggested, through the Conservation Law
Society, that we revive the corporation, change
the name from Sempervirens Club to
Sempervirens Fund, to reflect anew emphasis
and continue”. The new organization was to be
called Sempervirens Fund of Conservation
Associates. It met for the first time on June 24,
1968, at Dorothy Varian’s home in Cupertino.
Tony Look, Howard King, Dorothy Varlan,
Doris Leonard, and George Collins formed the
nucleus. The group also included fund raising
consultant Allen Jamieson; Sierra Club activist
Phlllipa Pfeiffer; and Walter Ward, General
Manager of Vallco Shopping Center and a
movie producer for the Sierra Club. Walter
Hays, an attorney for the new Sempervirens
Fund, brought Herbert Jones’ blessing along
with the articles of incorporation for the
Sempervirens Club. The objectives of the new
organization were to “complete” both Big Basin
and Castle Rock, which had just been designated
as astate park. The goal was to more than
double the size of both parks, and to connect
them with atrail along the Saratoga Gap road
over the right-of-way obtained by Andrew

ve years before. In addition, the new group
wanted to develop atrail system linking Big
B a s i n a n d C a s t l e R o c k w i t h P o r t o l a a n d B u t a n o

State Parks in San Mateo County and with
county parks in Santa Clara and San Mateo
counties. Although the Fund organizers may have
been unaware at the time of the "great park”
envisioned at the turn of the century by the
founders of the Sempervirens Club, they were
moving decisively in that direction.

The Sempervirens Fund of Conservation
Associates established an address at Stanford
University and alist of sponsors that included
Ansel Adams, Newton Drury, State Parks
Director Wil l iam Penn Mott, Jr., chemist Carl
Djerassi, and David Packard. Also included were
former Sempervirens Club directors Herbert
Jones, Samuel Leask, and Clyde Arbuckle. A
five-year campaign to raise $3.5 million, with
$1.75 million from public contributions and
memberships began with aceremony to erect a
bronze plaque at Slippery Rock in Big Basin
where the Sempervirens Club had been founded
on May 18, 1900. The funds were to be used to
purchase over 700 acres of inholdings in Big

a n e x c e l l e n t n a m e

H i l l

fifty-fi

A n d r e w H i l l h a d
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Waddell Beach, Rancho del Oso and Big Basin beyond.
Photo: AleA'<wc>er Lowry, Sempervirau Fund Collection

T h e r a n c h r a n fi v e m i l e s

was about three-lourths of amile wide, with open
meadows in the lowlands and 800 foot high
wooded ridges. Shortly before the 1971
Christmas holiday season, developers had offered
the Hoover family $2,000 an
and had plans for a2,000 acre resort hotel
complex, including an airport, golf course, and
lake. The Sempervirens Fund sprang into action,
soliciting donations as Christmas gifts to purchase
the ranch. Recipients of these donation-gilts
received asimulated decorative deed suitable for
framing. The next year, the State appropriated
$2.5 million through special legislation to buy
the Hoover land, but the owners backed away
from the offer when they felt they could not
negotiate the long-term occupancy they wanted.
It would be several years until the details of
occupancy were resolved and Rancho del Oso
was added to Big Basin Redwoods State Park.

The Fund was successful in the purchase of a
155 acre ridge along the north rim of Big Basin
containing one of the last remaining stands of
primeval redwoods. The parcel valued at $825,000
was owned by the Locatelli family, aSanta Cruz
Mountains dynasty prominent in logging. The
family donated $180,000 of the purchase price
as agift to the State, and the remaining donations
came from the following; Save-the-Redwoods

t h e W a d d e l l a n dIn the early 1970’s, State Parks Director
William Penn Mott, Jr. formally defined the
boundaries of the park for the Fund and
prioritized alist of twelve parcels in Big Basin
that the Department wanted to acquire in order
to protect the Waddell Creek watershed. The
highest priority on Mott’s list was the 2,300-
acre Hoover ranch located in the valley where
Waddell Creek empties into the Pacific Ocean.
President Herbert Hoover ’s brother Theodore
first saw the land during ageology trip m1898
while an engineering student at Stanford
University. He bought the property fifteen years
later from the owners of the Ocean Shore
Railroad, which was bankrupt after the 1906
earthquake, and the heirs of William Waddell.
Hoover named his property Rancho del Oso,
"Ranch of the Bear”. He moved there with his
wife and three daughters in March, 19M.
According to one of his daughters, Hulda
H o o v e r M c L e a n :

That firot day waj pare magic. Iotood otill ui the
field in front of the new hoiue and war ahoorbed
into the opell of the oalley —fragrance of earth
and flowerj, color and motion of butterflico, clondo,
rippling grace and dancing treec. Ito miunc —cong
of birdc, diotant curf wind in the forcet —eang
iteelf into my heart.

u p

acre fo r the land
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contemplated in the 1920's, became aprofitable
fund-raiser for the Fund, with sponsorship of
newly-planted trees for afive, ten, or twenty-
dollar donation. The planted tree program was
successful in persuading civic groups such as
the Soroptomists to plant trees. Look and King
got the idea of providing trees as memorials in
exchange for acontribution from achurch-
centered solicitation project in Africa. The first
memorial grove of California redwoods —the
Bolling Grove in Humboldt County —had been
dedicated in 1921 by the Save-the-Redwoods
League to the first officer to fall in World War I.
The Sempervirens Fund began to offer standing
t r e e s

or oaks in Castle Rock —in groves or
individually, as memorial tributes or as gifts for
special occasions. Campsites in both parks
could also be named for donors to the Fund.

Sempervirens Fund efforts were not limited to
trail building and fund raising. In the early
1970's, the Sempervirens Fund sponsored two
field studies in the Santa Cruz Mountains. A
team of professors, undergraduate, and graduate
students in biology from San Jose State
University conducted atwo-part study of Castle
Rock State Park, taking anatural resources
inventory and preparing an environmental
impact report to help distinguish areas for trails
and camping from land that should be left in a
n a t u r a l s t a t e . S t u d e n t s i n t h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l

Studies Department at the University of
California at Santa Cruz examined the entire
Waddell Creek watershed and published a
lengthy report detailing geologic, hydrologic, and
biologic processes in the ecosystem. “Acquisition
of the entire watershed is acomplex and lengthy
process”, noted the report writers, "Involving
well over 100 owners, numerous settlers, and
other users of the natural resources, private and
public organizations, and more than adozen
governmental bodies”. The report suggested that
the first priorities for state park expansion should
include the purchase of the larger, private holdings
before they were subdivided.

Amajor impetus was given to redwood forest
watershed preservation with the accidental
discovery of the nest of the marbled murrelet in
Big Basin Redwoods State Park. The marbled
murrelet had been the only remaining North
American breeding bird whose nest had not
been found. In 1974, atree trimmer was
removing potentially dangerous limbs from a

League ($250,000), Sempervirens Fund
($83,050) and Federal Land and Water
Conservation Fund ($311,950). The Save-the-
Redwoods League, with the assistance of
Sempervirens Fund, was also able to buy 320
acres of land scheduled to be logged by the
Santa Cruz Lumber Company. Again, in
c o m b i n a t i o n w i t h t h e S a v e - t h e - R e d w o o d s

League, another 260 acres were purchased from
the Anderson and Seechrist families. The first
purchases of land in Castle Rock included
properties owned by the Wallace, Clement-Hays,
and Jordan families. Not eveiyone however, was
in favor of increasing the size of the parks in the
Santa Cruz Mountains. Hearings to review the
parkland expansion were held by the Santa
Cruz County Board of Supervisors and,
according to one newspaper account, the State’s
plans "got adecidedly chilly response”.
Supervisor Tom Black was “totally against the
state getting more property. They just come in,
acquire it, and then don’t develop it, use it, lease
it, or do athing with it. And it’s off the tax rolls.
Ican’t support this”. The county also wanted the
State to pay an "in-lieu” tax to repay the county
for property taxes lost on the state parks. A
rumored closure of Highway 236 through the
park in order to control visitors, and the
possibility of access from the coast through the
Theodore Hoover property, upset business
owners in the San Lorenzo Valley who worried
about losing tourist traffic. Residents in the
rugged Last Chance Road area on the southern
border of the park obtained amap purportedly
showing the properties the State wanted to
purchase in the area which caused concern and
objections from local owners. An official of the
State Department of Parks and Recreation told
ameeting of nearly one hundred angry Last
Chance Road land owners that "we’re not
buying the park for one person, you know, we’re
buying it for 20 million Californians”. Although
the state had raised nearly $1.25 million to
purchase up to 1,500 acres, or seventy-nine
private parcels, abuying spree did not occur.
Only 136 acres at the junction of Last Chance
Creek and the east fork of the Waddell were
purchased at that time.

Tony Look and Howard King had been
involved with spring planting of trees for the
Sierra Club, and they continued the practice in
Big Basin. The reforestation project, similar to
the one Club President Wallace Isham had

redwoods in Big Basin and madrones
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two hundred foot tall tree in one of Big Basin’s
campgrounds. Out of that tree fell an immature
marbled murrelet. Athreatened species, the
murrelet was now known to nest in California’s
coast redwood forests, and protecting one
protects the other. That logic has prevailed not
only in Big Basin but in other redwood regions
as well. It is not without irony that the marbled
m u r r e l e t ’ s n e s t w a s d i s c o v e r e d i n C a l i f o r n i a ’s

first state park on the original acquisition made
possible by the Sempervirens Club in 1902, and
was identified by State Park Ranger Denzil
Verardo who was also aSempervirens Fund
member. Succeeding preservation efforts by the
Sempervirens Club and Fund had protected not
only the coast redwoods of the Santa Cruz
Mountains, but also the critical habitat of the
t h r e a t e n e d m a r b l e d m u r r e l e t .

In 1976, the State finally concluded
negotiations with Theodore Hoover’s heirs to
purchase almost 1,600 acres of Rancho del Oso
for inclusion in Big Basin. This enabled the
"Skyline-to-the-Sea Trail” to be extended thirty-
five miles from Castle Rock to the Pacific Ocean.
In Castle Rock State Park, the Sempervirens
Fund secured several key parcels. The gift of
twenty-five acres from Paul Chesebrough was
coupled with the purchase of an adjoining parcel
at "Sempervirens Point” to effectively block a
planned subdivision. Chesebrough had
inherited thousands of acres from his aunt,
Edith Van Ardsdale, who had been astrong
supporter of the Fund’s objectives. Also added
to the park were MacDonald Ridge (160 acres)
and Fat Buck Ridge (forty-four acres) above
Deer Creek, along with the Hull-Farman
property (twelve and one-half acres).
Proposition 1, the 1974 park bond that had
provided matching funds for these purchases,
also provided $3 million towards land
acquisition in Big Basin and Castle Rock, and
$400,000 for land for trails in the Santa Cruz
M o u n t a i n s .

In 1977, in its most ambitious project to date,
the Sempervirens Fund optioned the 730 acre
Mountain Shadows Ranch between Castle Rock
and Highway 9, acritical acquisition which
would increase the size of Castle Rock State
Park by fifty percent. An emergency fund drive
was done to raise the down payment. Tom
Harris, an environmental reporter for the San
Jojc Alerciu'y, termed the purchase "the gamble
at Saratoga Gap”, since it could tie up money

Rock format ion at Cast le Rock State Park.

Photo: Aleocancter Lowry; Sempemrcno Finn) Collectwn

that might be needed for other land threatened
by development. The densely-wooded property,
which included gently-rolling hills and
meadows and steep slopes and canyons, was
purchased two years later as
nearly $240,000 in donations to pay its share of
the purchase price.

In its Annual Report celebrating ten years of
preservation efforts, the Sempervirens Fund
announced that it had added 1,376 acres to Big
Basin Redwoods State Park, and 1,131 acres to
Castle Rock State Park, which was then near
completion. In addition to land acquisition,
volunteers in Fund programs had planted
11,600 trees in the parks and helped build
seventy miles of new trails along with
reconstructing old paths. On "Clean-up Day”,
hundreds of volunteers from school groups,
scouting programs, and civic organizations
combed the parks to find and remove litter.
Numerous standing trees, redwood groves, and
campsites were dedicated mthe two parks.
More than $360,000 had been raised in
contributions that year by the Sempervirens
Fund and the organization had secured nearly
$260,000 in matching funds from the State. On
May 6, 1977, the 50th anniversary of
California’s State Park System and the 10th
anniversary of Sempervirens Fund were
celebrated at Big Basin in the pageant,
"Slippery Rock Gang”. Fund members and
descendants of Club members were featured in
the roles of the 1900-era founders. Howard
King, the Sempervirens Fund photographer,
played Andrew Hill, the Sempervirens Club

t h e F u n d r a i s e d
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Big Basin with the JVLidpeninsula Regional Open
Space District’s Long Ridge Preserve and
P o r t o l a S t a t e P a r k .

By 1985, Tony Look had decided to retire. As
co-founder and Executive Director of the
Sempervirens Fund for seventeen years, the
organization had achieved most of the
objectives agreed to with State Parks Director
Mott in 1968. There were 14,000 potential
contributors on the donor mailing list. Look had
been able to raise up to $800,000 ayear. But
more would be needed to achieve new Fund
goals, and Tony Look felt he had reached his
professional level as afundraiser. Verlyn
Clausen was hired as the new Executive
D i r e c t o r a n d L o o k r e m a i n e d o n t h e

Sempervirens Fund Board of Directors and
served in anew capacity, as Director of Land
A f f a i r s .

‘Tm enamored with the natural state of
anything”. Look recounted explaining his many
years of preservation work in the Santa Cruz
Mountains. "While most people just want a
place where nature can do its thing”, he
observed, "I do this so that if you came back in
athousand years, you could see the natural
succession here. That gives me afeeling that
time, trees, bugs, and all things are connected.
It’s about the closest we can come to grasping
the meaning of eternity or being ageless
o u r s e l v e s . ”

The Sempervirens Fund was
its goals because "we caught
environmental movement, but the later years
are not as romantic as the early years”, Look
continued. The task now was to expand
campaigns for specific properties. Other land
conservancy groups such as, the Peninsula Open
Space Trust and Midpenmsula Regional Open
Space District, had joined with the Sempervirens
Fund to stop urban sprawl and the development
of second home sites in the Santa Cruz
Mountains. "Now we have avision of connecting
parks”. Look explained. The next phase of the
Sempervirens Fund’s work would be to target
land in Butano and Pescadero as well as Big
Basin and Castle Rock and to develop trail
corridors between them. The "greater park” of
45,000 to 60,000 acres in the Santa Cruz
Mountains that was envisioned by the founders
of the Sempervirens Club in the early 1900’s
began to take shape in the combination of
county, regional, and state parks.

photographer.
In 1979, the Sempervirens Fund launched an

ambitious two-year "Today for Tomorrow”
campaign to raise $516,000 to acquire over 500
acres in Big Basin and Castle Rock, and along
the “Skyline-to-the-Sea Trail”. According to
Fund President Dr. Richard Wheat, land
purchased with this money would help join the
parks together. "The geographical locations of
these parks, so near the great metropolitan Bay
Area, makes them available to millions in spite
of our shrinking energy resources. People can
and will come to these areas to replenish their
needs for the ‘natural experience’ so missing in
our urban sprawl". Included in the campaign
purchase was the 100 acre Summit Meadows
adjacent to Mountain Shadows Ranch, which
offered spectacular vistas of the surrounding
countryside.

The energy crisis of the mid-1970’s and tighten¬
ing Federal fiscal policies reduced resources to
facilitate park preservation efforts. The 1978
passage of Proposition 13 signaled aCalifornia
taxpayers’ revolt that would further reduce the
amount of state and local funds available for
park support. The Sempervirens Fund was
forced to redouble its efforts to convince donors
that investing in land today would reap tenfold
benefi t s i n t he f u t u re .

In the early 1980’s, aformer Christmas tree
farm and an orchard were added to Castle
Rock, and the owners of the historic 125 acre
Trays Ranch on the northern border of Big
Basin deeded ahalf-interest in their property to
the Fund. Visitors who traveled to Big Basin by
horseback in the early years from Palo Alto had
stayed overnight at Trays Ranch which was the
site of springs forming the headwaters for
Boulder Creek, Little Boulder Creek, and a
tributary of Opal Creek. The Fund purchased
the Hollow Tree Mill property (eighty-nine
acres) along China Grade. The seventy-nine
acre Eagle Rock parcel, which Includes a
sandstone outcropping with 360-degree views of
Big Basin and the Santa Cruz Mountains and
with some of the last rare and endangered Santa
Cruz cypress trees, was added to Big Basin
State Park. The Fund was also able to prevent
logging by buying several properties along
Blooms Creek on the southern border of Big
Basin State Park. It purchased the 298 acre
Hickoiy Oak Ridge, which presented
opportunities for trails linking Castle Rock and

ab le to ach ieve
a w a v e o f t h e
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New Leadership New Challenges

While some land trusts manage the land they
receive, the Sempervirens Fund, like the Save-
the-Redwoods League, holds it only temporarily
until it can be transferred to an agency like the
California State Department of Parks and
Recreation. County and regional park organiza¬
tions have also been formed to manage public
land. In 1933, the California Legislature had
passed the Regional Park District Act enabling
the formation of park districts within the bound¬
aries of existing utility districts and including
more than asingle county. The model lor this
form of land management was the East Bay
Regional Park District which was organized the
following year with its acquisition of Tilden
Regional Park. In 1972, voters in northwestern
Santa Clara County approved an initiative
creating the Mldpenlnsula Regional Park
District, which has since been renamed the
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District
(MROSD). Two years later, voters in southern
San Mateo County joined the district, and in
1992 asmall portion of Santa Cruz County was
annexed by the district. The Peninsula Open
Space Trust (POST) was formed in 1977 to
work primarily with the district in acquiring
land, similar to the arrangement between the
Fund and State Parks. In 1976, the California
Coastal Conservancy was created. Aunique
state agency, the Conservancy was established
to assist local governments and other public
agencies, nonprofit groups, and private
landowners in protecting and preserving coastal
properties.

According to the Land Trust Alliance, arecent
census of land trusts nationwide identified 1,213
organizations which have protected approxi¬
mately 4.7 million acres of land. It soon became
apparent to the Sempervirens Fund, that it could
benefit from working together with other organ¬
izations to pursue its objectives, which Clausen
had assisted mformally defining in 1986:

Watershed protection L) the only way to
aooure long-term protection of park^ in

otate lando, and the integrity of
an ecological oyoteni.

Verl3m Clausen, Executive Director of the
Sempervirens Fund, 1999

ythe time that Verlyn Clausen, aformer
land planning consultant and Lutheran
pastor, became Executive Director of the

Sempervirens Fund, in 1985, it had become
increasingly difficult to preserve land in the Santa
Cruz Mountains. An exploding population in
the nearby Inland valleys encouraged housing
developers to push up into the foothills and
even to the mountain tops. Conservative
administrations in Sacramento and Washington
had become reluctant to offer government aid
for public land purchases. After years of
preservation support at the polls, voters began
defeating propositions to fund parks. Clausen
was faced with difficult challenges and made
use of avariety of tools developed by land trusts
to expand the borders of Castle Rock and Big
Basin, and to connect these parks with Portola,
Butano and Ano Nuevo State Parks.

Nationally, the land trust movement had
grown alongside the environmental movement.
The Land Trust Alliance, anational membership
organization of land trusts founded in 1982,
described these organizations working hand-in-
hand with landowners using avariety of tools.
Too l s such as conse rva t i on easemen ts t ha t

permanently restrict the uses of the land, land
donations and purchases, and strategic estate
planning, to protect America’s open spaces and
green places, increasingly threatened by sprawl
and development. Local, regional and national
lands trusts, often staffed by volunteers or just a
few employees, are helping communities save
America’s land heritage without relying
exclusively on the deep pockets of government.

B
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(The Sempervlrau Fund will) work to preserve
and protect the natural character of California o
Santa Cruz Mountaiuj and to encourage
appropriate public enjoyment of thut environment.
We oeek to achieve thio by acquiring vuitable land
in aworking partnervhip with the State of
California and other public and private agenciev,
by completing Big Bavin Redwoodv and Cavtle
Rock State Parkv, by fovtering public participation
in activitiev vuch av reforevtation and trail projectv,
and by linking parkv and open vpacev to provide an
integrated park land vyvtem.
Cooperation with all of these organizations —

along with new fund-raising and land-acquisition
tools and techniques, and federal legislation
which recognized conservation easements as
tax-deduct ib le contr ibut ions —became cr i t ica l
as the Sempervirens Fund worked to achieve its
goals during this time of government fiscal belt¬
tightening.

New Fund Executive Director Verlyn Clausen
had been raised in Nebraska and "always felt

constrained by heavy urbanization. It feels right
to have open space around me”. He saw that
open space was becoming rare "as urbanization
fills the Santa Clara —now Silicon —Valley,
and moves out toward the forested slopes of the
mountains and the ocean beyond”. The challenge
as Clausen saw it, was "that we complete the
ecological system of the two parks as quickly as
possible”, as well as establish atrail system that
would tie the parks together and include other
public spaces in the Santa Cruz Mountains.
While increasing the participation of individual
donors, Clausen vigorously pursued foundations
and corporations for contributions. Combining
with acquisitions in San Mateo County by
Peninsula Open Space Trust, the Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District, and the Trust for
Public Lands, the Sempervirens Fund under
Clausen’s leadership, continued the work of
constructing the "greater park” that had been
envisioned by Sempervirens Club’s founders
more than eighty years earlier.

In the mid-1980’s, the Sempervirens Fund
began aseries of coordinated campaigns that
targeted more than one desired property. The
first, "Mountains &the Sea”, was conducted in
two stages. In "Phase I-The Mountains” -the
goal was acquisition of Craig Springs Canyon,
100 acres at the headwaters of the San Lorenzo
River. Surrounded by Castle Rock parkland it
featured redwoods and ferns as well as rocky
outcroppings and grassy meadows. With match¬
ing funds from the State and contributions from
the Sierra Club Foundation and the Packard
Foundation, the Fund obtained the $175,000
needed for purchase. "Phase II -The Sea” -
raised nearly $300,000 to purchase the Pacific
View Ranch from the heirs of Theodore Hoover,

acres originally purchased by the family in
1914, adjoins Highway One and the Rancho del
Oso portion of Big Basin park to which it was
added. The family ranch home was converted
into the Rancho del Oso Nature and History
Center. Assistance mthe purchase of that
properly was provided by aloan from the
Coastal Conservancy and by contributions from
the Hearst Foundation and the Berkeley-based
Strong Center for Environmental Values.

In 1987, the 60th anniversary of the 1927
founding of the state park system was celebrated
with a"Homecoming” event in Big Basin
attended by over three hundred guests. Tony
Look and Howard King were honored for their

Fifty

Waddel l Beach and Rancho de l Oso.

Photo: Alexander Lowry, Sempervireiu Fund Collection
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two-year, “Road to the Redwoods” campaign
beginning in 1987. The goal was the purchase of
agroup of properties on the edge of Big Basin
—atotal of nearly 200 acres with aprice tag of
over $500,000. Some of the land had been
developed and was in need of reforestation.
Matching funds were expected from the State.
The properties at Big Basin’s "front door” along
Highway 236 were prime candidates for
development if the Sempervirens Fund had not
successfully acquired them for the park. At the
completion of the “Road to the Redwoods”
campaign, abrass plaque with the names of 270
major donors was erected by the Fund at the
entrance to the park as avisible “thank you”.

1988 was the 20th anniversary of the
establishment of the Sempervirens Fund. Tony
Look was honored as the third recipient of the
Leaders in Conservation Award for his
dedication and leadership, resulting in the
addition of more than 5,000 acres to Big Basin
and Castle Rock, as well as the initiation of the
annual Trail Days and park reforestation
projects. Over 23,000 trees had been planted,
and more than sixty miles of trails had been
built and maintained. The Sempervirens Fund
joined with other environmental groups and the
representatives from university, corporate, and
governmental communities at aconference in
Berkeley on “Restoring the Earth”. Abook of
the same name was published by author John
Berger featuring achapter on Tony Look and
his work in conservation. During this period,
California voters overwhelmingly endorsed
Proposition 70 to restore mountain lion habitat
which would provide $2 million to help purchase
land in Big Basin and Castle Rock.

The Sempervirens Fund began its third decade
with its third major campaign. This time the
Fund needed to raise $1.4 million for 809 acres
on Berry Creek Ridge. With aloan from the
D a v i d a n d L u c i l l e P a c k a r d F o u n d a t i o n t o c o v e r

the down payment and nearly $1 million expected
from Proposition 70 money, it was the largest
and most ambitious project yet undertaken. The
property was owned by Sequoia Forest Industries
in Idaho. The company was headed by Ron
Yanke who also owned the coastal Gray Whale
Ranch in Santa Cruz County. The Berry Creek
Ridge property included the headwaters of
Berry and Waddell Creeks at the northwest
corner of the park. It contained scattered stands
of old-growth redwoods even though the ridge.

efforts on behalf of California’s parks. At the
annual dinner of the Founders Club of the
Sempervirens Fund, for donors who have contri¬
buted $500 or more to fund-raising campaigns,
California Department of Parks and Recreation
Chief Planner Ross Henry spoke to members
about the importance of preserving parks
adjacent to metropolitan centers to serve inner-
city residents. He promised his agency’s support
of the Sempervirens Fund goal of completing
Big Basin and Castle Rock State Parks. In that
propitious year, an Interpretive Center, built at
acost of $71,000, was dedicated in Castle Rock;
the $36,000 Canon del Oso bridge over the
l o w e r W a d d e l l
I n c l u d e d a l O K

under stormy skies, drew 340 runners. The
Fund began an annual Leaders in Conservation
Awards Dinner, which in its inaugural year
h o n o r e d A r t e m a s a n d E d w a r d G i n z t o n . T h e

1987 honoree would be Dorothy Varlan, who
h a d a L a n d R e s e r v e F u n d e s t a b l i s h e d i n h e r
n a m e f o r C a s t l e R o c k S t a t e P a r k . T h e F u n d

was started by a$100,000 matching fund grant
from the Save-the-Redwoods League,
C o n s e r v a t i o n A s s o c i a t e s a n d W i l l i a m H e w l e t t .

Most of the large parcels under private
ownership mboth Castle Rock and Big Basin
Redwoods State Park, had been purchased by
the late 1980’s. The Sempervirens Fund now
had the added challenge of finding new
acquisition opportunities as well as facing the
hurdles posed by decreasing government
assistance. "We have continually tried to seize
unexpected opportunities, arising with increasing
frequency, to acquire critical parcels within the
short period of time they are available,” Clausen
announced to supporters in The Mountain Echo,
the quarterly newsletter the Fund named after
WS. Rodgers’ Boulder Creek Mountain Echo.
Clausen articulated his concept of “critical
parcels opportunity purchasing”, and said the
Fund would make use of loans from sympathetic
conservation groups and individuals in order to
secure threatened property that required
immediate action, even if “we occasionally push
our resources to the l im i t i n o rder to ob ta in

them”. He distinguished "critical parcels” which
require quick funding from planned acquisitions
which resulted from discussions with State Park
officials concerning long-range priorities in the
S a n t a C r u z M o u n t a i n s .

"Mountains &the Sea”, was followed by the

was completed. Other events
race on Big Basin’s trails which.
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as part of the Hanna Tree Farm, had been
logged continuously since the late 1800’s. It was
acritical section of the watershed to protect,
and its purchase would guarantee that
protection. Substantial support came from the
Bryan family who contributed $100,000 to the
campaign mhonor of former Sempervirens
Fund Board member Everett Bryan. After the
final payment was made ayear later and the
land turned over to the state, atrail was
constructed through the properly and amarker
erected containing the names of those donating

or more to the project.
Palo Alto Assemblymember, now State Senator,

Byron Sher was the honoree at the fourth annual
Leaders in Conservation Dinner. Retired
National Park Service Director Wil l iam Penn
Mott, Jr. presented the award and the keynote
address was given by Martin Rosen, President
of the Trust for Public Land. Rosen praised the
Sempervirens Fund for being a“savvy,
experienced, and universally respected organi¬
zation”. At the annual Founders Club Dinner,
the Honorable L. William (Bill) Lane, publisher
of SiuiJet magazine and former U.S. Ambassador
to Australia, said that the Fund has “been in the
forefront...one of the most successful in achieving
goals that no one conceived might have been
obtained through aprivate, volunteer group”.
The Sempervirens Fund helped organize the
Bay Area Ridge Trail Project to establish a
400-mile trail through counties around the Bay,
that had first been envisioned by Mott. Efforts
went beyond the pick and shovel as the Fund
co-produced atwenty-seven minute interpretive
documentary with the State of California entitled,
"On the Edge: Nature’s Last Stand for Coast
Redwoods”. The video, written by San Jose
State University graduate student Jim Snyder,
focused on the natural histoiy of the coast
redwood from prehistoric times to the present
day. It featured interviews with Clausen, Look,
Mott , and John Dewit t , Execut ive Director of
the Save-the-Redwoods League.

The 90th anniversary of the Sempervirens
Club was marked with aslightly soggy celebra¬
tion in Big Basin where about 100 revelers
listened to "The Birth of Big Basin”, askit in
rhyme written by park docent June Bauman.

Although the focus of the Sempervirens
Fund had been on land acquisition in Big Basin
during the early years of the 1990’s, additional
properties were targeted in Castle Rock as well.

One parcel was Toll Road Woods, arugged and
beautiful forty-six acre landscape surrounded
on three sides by the park and on the fourth by
Highway 9. Passing through the property, in
addition to the “Skyline-to-the-Sea Trail”, is the
historic Saratoga Toll Road Trail which was built
in the late 1860’s as away to move cordwood to
San Jose. In addition to State matching funds
toward the $267,200 cost and assistance from
the Packard, Varian, and Roberts Foundations,
the culminating gift was made by the Hearst
Corporation’s Countryju^e magazine. The next
purchase was aneighboring property, Tin Can
Ranch. Settled in the 1860's by two families, the
thirty-nine acre ranch was logged at the turn of
the century and, according to local legend, the
loggers lived off of canned food and tossed the
empty cans onto aheap outside their cabins —
hence the name. Once again, the Sempervirens
Fund was able to draw upon awide variety of
financial partners to raise the $648,000 needed
to purchase this important addition to Castle
Rock. Restoration on a250 acre parcel in Castle
Rock purchased by the state almost adecade
earlier was also begun. It contained the only
remaining Black Oak forest in Santa Cruz
County, and had been partially cleared for an
orchard mthe 1880's. In 1957, aseventy acre
section had been converted to aChristmas tree
farm and 70,000 fir trees planted. All were
r e m o v e d i n t h e r e s t o r a t i o n .

"I continue to be amazed at the pressure to
develop the Santa Cruz Mountains”, Clausen
told an interviewer in the San Joje Merctuy NewJ.
“We feel areal urgency in what we’re doing.”
The reporter noted that as middlemen the non¬
profit conservancies reduce the state’s cost of
buying park land, thus allowing more wilderness
and open space to be preserved. Because of the
tax incentives they provide, they can buy land
cheaper than developers...without the burden of
bureaucracy, conservancies such as Sempervirens
are able to acquire land much faster than the
s t a t e c a n .

But while State matching funds were available
in the short-term for Fund projects, the defeat
of environmental initiatives in the early 1990’s
left the Fund with no supplemental resources
for preservation efforts. Building up the land
reserve fund, Clausen stated, "is the only way to
truly ensure that we can respond effectively
whenever the opportunity to purchase endan¬
gered lands occur”. Other sources helped. The

$1,000
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athird parcel of ten acres. Funds from the
campaign would also be used for aconservation
easement to stop logging and permanently
protect the ninety acre Blooms Creek Grove,

w a s a d d e d t o

matching funds from the State to purchase the
properties.

In 1991, Fund Executive Director Clausen
wrote in The Mountain Echo that “(t)he close
working ties between the Club —and now the
Fund —with the parks department have
weathered war, survived the Great Depression,
and flourished in boom times. Now we're facing
what may be an unprecedented strain: the state
budget crisis will likely mean a$30 million cut¬
back to the state park system”. While suggestions
for dealing with the shortfall Included higher fees
and even park closures, Clausen assured his
readers that "even in the midst of this funding
emergency, we at the Sempervirens Fund are
renewing our resolve to preserve nature lands
and wildlife in the urban-adjacent wilderness of
the Santa Cruz Mountains”. As aform of encour¬
agement, the Sequoia Circle was established to
honor donors who have given $1,000 or more to
Sempervirens Fund campaigns.

In 1992, seventy years after Andrew Hill
traveled into the "primeval forest” of Butano to
investigate the possibility of adding it to the
state park, the Sempervirens Fund embarked
on achallenging campaign to purchase the 491
acre Butano Crossing property. The parcel was
located high up on the eastern border of Butano
Park at the top of the Butano and Gazos Creek
watersheds. Butano State Park would now be
within the Fund’s sphere of Influence for the
first time. The new acquisition would permit a
trail between the two parks, which are
separated by less than three miles, and would
serve as an important protected corridor for
wildlife. The marbled murrelet uses the Butano
Crossing as aflyway, and law suits had been
filed by the Sierra Club, Earth First, and
Greenpeace against Big Creek Lumber Company,
owner of the surrounding property, to halt
timber cutting on the nearby Butano Ridge. To
raise the $1.36 million purchase price, the Fund
went into partnership once again with the State
and the Save-the-Redwoods League. A$5,000
grant from the Walter and Elise Haas Fund
helped to make the campaign asuccess.

In 1993, the Fund switched its focus from
Butano and Big Basin to Castle Rock, and set

Patagonia clothing firm awarded the Fund
$2,000 through its Environmental Tithing
Program and an $11,000 challenge grant came
f r o m t h e D e a n W i t t e r F o u n d a t i o n f o r t h e
F u n d ’ s r e s t o r a t i o n e f f o r t s .

Tom and Susie McCarthy received the fifth
Leaders in Conservation Award. Tom McCarthy,
aDirector of the Sempervirens Fund from 1977
to 1991, was Vice-President and General Counsel
for Kaiser Aluminum and had been honored by
the Nature Conservancy for protecting Elkhorn
Slough mMonterey County. Speaking at the
awards luncheon was Brian O’Neil l, General
Manager of the 73,000 acre Golden Gate
National Recreation Area —the largest urban
National Park. Conservation biologist Michael
Soule of the University of California at Santa
Cruz was guest speaker at the Founders Club
Dinner that year. Continuing aClub tradition of
honoring supporters with trees, amemorial
grove was dedicated in Big Basin by the
extended Wing Family and by the California
State Park Rangers Association, to the memory
of Colonel Charles B. Wing, who played such a
significant role in the preservation efforts in Big
B a s i n .

In the summer of 1991, the Sempervirens
Fund assisted the Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District by selling it the 116 acre Hickory
Oak Ridge property at Saratoga Gap, at the
intersection of Highways 9and 35, for half its
appraised value. The Fund then contributed the
proceeds from the sale to MROSD’s purchase
of asecond adjacent parcel of 250 acres. Both
properties were added to the Long Ridge Open
Space Preserve. The “Skyline-to-the-Sea Trail”
and the Bay Area Ridge trail converge at this
strategic location and the cooperation of these
conservation organizations was an Indication of
the Importance of partnerships.

Returning to the completion of Big Basin, in
the fall of 1991, the Sempervirens Fund initiated
acampaign targeting four key parcels which it
called the “Redwood Mosaic” because "each of
these missing pieces is an integral part of the
seamless panorama of Big Basin”. One thirty
acre parcel contained apicturesque horse camp,
and five years earlier, the Fund had prevented
logging on it by purchasing the timber rights
through aconservation easement. Another four
acre parcel surrounded by parkland was located
near the entrance to Big Basin Redwoods State
Park. The east fork of the Waddell flows through

The Fund's share of the $414,000
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Its sights on buying Upper Fat Buck Ridge,
forty-two steep acres of oak and madrone
surrounded by park land along Castle Rock’s
eastern boundary above the headwaters of the
San Lo renzo R i ve r. W i t h t he ass i s t ance o f t he

State and the Varian and Packard foundations,
the purchase came in time to celebrate the
park’s 25th anniversary. The ridge was
designated as the site of amemorial grove to
honor Sempervirens Fund founder Dorothy
Varian who had died the year before. Aseries of
Silver Anniversary hikes took place in Castle
Rock and aspecial celebration to mark twenty-
five years of the Sempervirens Fund was
Big Basin Redwoods State Park. The Berry
Creek Ridge Nature Trail Exhibit was dedicated,
and guests were entertained after apicnic lunch
with a“rap history” of the Sempervirens Fund.
After announcing that over 7,000 acres —now
worth $25 million —had been added to area
parks since 1968 through the efforts of the
Fund, Executive Director Clausen predicted
that in years to come the Sempervirens Fund
would remain the prime protector of the Santa
Cruz Mountains. "We’re committed to
safeguarding more precious redwoods, ridge
lines, creeks, and watersheds for future
generations”, he said.

In 1994, the Sempervirens Fund made use of
Opportunity Funds, contributions designed to
be used for critical opportunities that demand
fast action, on two parcels for Big Basin. The
Fund acquired full ownership of Trays Ranch,
119 acres along China Grade on the northern
border of Big Basin. The following year, atrail
was opened not far from the ranch between Big
Basin and Pescadero Creek County Park with
connections to Portola State Park. The trail was
made possible by an easement granted by the
owners of the land, Redtree Properties, which
permitted horse and hiking access. The Fund
assisted the Save-the-Redwoods League in
purchasing a415 acre parcel along the San
Lorenzo River containing old-growth redwoods
which had been used as acamp for employees
of the University of California. Agrant of
$81,000 from the Jeangerard Foundation allowed
for an upgrade of the visitor facilities at Big
Basin. All of these efforts were helped by the
135 members in the Fund’s Sequoia Circle who
had given gifts totaling $328,000.

“Watershed protection”, Clausen told a
newspaper in 1995, “is the only way to assure

long-term protection of parks in state lands, and
the Integrity of an ecological system.” Having
secured much, but not all, of the Waddell Creek
watershed for Big Basin, the Sempervirens Fund
l o o k e d n o r t h t o t h e G a z o s C r e e k w a t e r s h e d

between Big Basin and Butano. An opportunity
to buy alarge portion of the Gazos Creek Forest
presented itself, and the Fund acted quickly by
using money from the Opportunity Fund for a
$219,500 down payment. One of the six family
members who had Inherited the property had
approached the Sempervirens Fund. When not
all of the owners could agree on the sale, the
Fund purchased three of the six Interests. Then
once again, the Sempervirens Fund launched a
record-setting campaign, this time to finance the
purchase of almost 900 acres of redwoods at a
cost of $3.5 million. The campaign lasted three
years and was made successful through contri¬
butions from the State, the Bradford Founda¬
tion, the Packard Foundation, the Save-the-
Redwoods League, and individual donors.
Ultimately, the Fund took title to a431 acre
parcel along Gazos Creek and another 389 acre
parcel of remote redwood forest upstream, both
on the southern border of Butano State Park.
Of the $1.8 million raised by supporters of the
Sempervirens Fund, the smallest gift from an
i n d i v i d u a l

largest was $200,000. The average individual
gift was $112.58. The Fund had also received
$400,000 from the Land and Water Conserva-

e s t a b l i s h e d i n

1964 to collect taxes on offshore oil drilling and
utilize the money to acquire public lands. With
this major purchase secured, the Sempervirens
Fund had to look no farther than next door for
its next purchase. An agreement was signed to
buy the former Chuck Taylor Mountain Camp
on the border of the Gazos Creek Forest
property. The 120 acre camp had been operated
for years by Taylor, aformer All-American
football player and coach, and was purchased
for $1.45 million. Resources for this purchase
came from California Department of Fish and
Game; and from the Gabilan Foundation which
contributed $400,000, one of the largest single
gifts in Fund history. Additional money came
from the Apex Houston Trustee Council, a
group established to manage reparation funds
for an oil spill from atanker in 1986 that killed
approximately 9,000 sea birds from San
Francisco to Long Beach. The Sempervirens

he ld in

less than one dollar and thew a s

tlon Fund (LWCF), which w a s
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of preserving biodiversity, and the necessity of
protecting entire watersheds. Each parcel we
acquire must fit into an overall plan of preserving
and restoring the integrity of streams, soils, trees,
plants, fish and wildlife as vital components of
public enjoyment and public responsibility.” He
further observed that what had not changed
was the Fund’s “historic quest to provide
redwood forests for public enjoyment and
r e c r e a t i o n ” .

After an extensive nationwide search, the Board
of Directors of the Sempervirens Fund did not
delay in appointing Brian Steen to replace Verlyn
Clausen
Executive Director of the Big Sur Land Trust
for the eighteen years immediately preceding his
appointment, and was eminently qualified to
take over California’s oldest successful land trust.
While head of the Big Sur Land Trust, Steen
had directed seventy-five land transactions
which preserved more than 15,000 acres of
coastal property.

As Sempervirens entered its second century,
Steen reflected on the foresight ol those who
preceded him, and vowed to continue the
purchase and preservation of lands in the Santa
Cruz Mountains, as well as the strong coopera¬
tive partnership that had developed with
California State Parks. In 2000, the Sempervirens
Fund saw the lands they had worked to save
since 1900, encircled by urban communities. The
Santa Cruz Mountains stand out as the major
source of recreation, threatened species habitat,
critical protected watershed, and countless
other benefits for millions of Californians. With
dwindling land purchase opportunities at ever
increasing prices, the Sempervirens Fund has
its challenge laid out in the new millennium. A
hundred years ol success is areal indication that
they are up to the task.

Fund worked closely with the Department of
Fish and Game who were members of the Apex
Council. Apex would grant the Fund $500,000
for land acquisition and $60,000 for research
on the marbled murrelet. The Chuck Taylor
Mountain Camp will prove to be an ideal
l o c a t i o n f o r a t r a l l h e a d i n t o t h e G a z o s C r e e k
a r e a .

In the closing years of the 20th century, the
Sempervirens Fund continued to connect parks
mthe Santa Cruz Mountains. In 1997, the
Fund engineered aforty-one acre land purchase

,which linked Big Basin Redwoods
S t a t e P a r k a n d A n o N u e v o S t a t e R e s e r v e . T h e

State provided $15,000 of the purchase price,
new Whitehouse Ridge Trail, constructed

at acost ol $10,000 by acrew from the
California Conservation Corps, opened the next
summer. It connected two park districts and
two counties. In 1999, the Fund purchased
Saddle Mountain Ranch near the entrance to
the park. Renaming it Shadow Mountain, the
Fund planned to use it as alocation for activities
during its centennial celebration in May, 2000.
For its final purchase of the century, the Fund
used $25,000 of Opportunity Funds for adown
payment on a170 acre lorest-covered ridge top
adjacent to Portola State Park, its first project
in that area. The $800,000 purchase price for
"Island Forest” had to be raised by the end of
the year.

Clausen announced his retirement in the
s u m m e r

for $85,000
as Executive Director. Steen had been

T h e

of 1999, looking back fourteen yearso n

of preserving vital watersheds of the San
Lorenzo River, Butano Creek, Gazos Creek,
Waddell Creek, and Pescadero Creek. He could
be proud of helping to save 3,300 acres of land
valued at $H million. Clausen noted that what
had changed since he joined the Sempervirens
Fund in 1985 “is agreater appreciation of the
value of fish and wildlife habitat, the importance
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A F T E R W O R D

Moving Forward Into aNew Century
Brian Steen, Executive Director, 1999

that will bring more donors to the cause as
regular supporters.

Today’s high price will always be tomorrow’s
bargain. The Sempervirens Fund needs to direct
donor support into the area now known as
deferred giving, in order to guarantee future
funds will be available to purchase key properties.
As atax-deductible nonprofit organization, the
Sempervirens Fund can greatly help donors
plan their estates to protect future conservation
capital, by maximizing tax planning now.
Bequests and charitable remainder trusts are
powerful tools for donors to direct their future
support, thus underwriting Sempervirens’
future ability to step forward and make critical
land conservation purchases.

In Instances where public ownership is not
necessary, the Sempervirens Fund plans to
encourage private sector land conservation and
stewardship on important properties. Carefullj?
worded conservation easements that restrict a
property’s development and timber rights, are
currently the most effective tool available to
accomplish long term conservation on private
lands. Easements dedicated in perpetuity are
tax deductible and, can be used as apowerful
estate planning tool.

Working with other conservation groups and
public agencies, has brought the redwood
preservation movement many successes. The
Sempervirens Fund is the principal organization
that will continue preserving Santa Cruz
Mountain redwood, and other open space lands,
for public benefit in the next century. These
conservation efforts have always brought
together diverse interests. That base of cooper¬
ation will have to be greatly expanded to
establish new relations with the private business
sector, academic institutions, individuals and
foundations more than ever, if we are to compete
wi th t he rea l es ta te and t imbe r i ndus t r i es .

^he campfire gathering so long ago has
produced so much! Lasting land conserva¬
tion has been achieved over acentury by

dedicated volunteers, paid professionals, and
supported by thousands of people who wanted
to help preserve our redwood resources.

However, the vision of acentury ago, that of
the preservation of all of the redwoods in the
Big Basin drainage of the Santa Cruz Mountains
is still adistant goal. At this writing, approxi¬
mately $75 million will be necessary to protect
the highest priority properties and virtually
none of these lands are for sale at this t ime. As

long as timber and real estate prices continue to
rise, few of these properties will be available
except to the highest bidder.

The crown jewels of the Santa Cruz Mountains
will not be donated; we will have to buy them.
Therefore, Sempervirens Fund will have to
power up its acquisition and fundraising capabil¬
ities in order to compete for increasingly scarce
dollars to meet the challenges ahead.

There are very few “good deals” awaiting us.
Funding for critical acquisitions will have to,
more than ever, come from the private sector.
State funds have been historically adequate only
after passage of abond act or an initiative. In all
other times, public funds have been scarce or
nonexistent. To date, Sempervirens has been
helped with funding man3? State acquisitions,
but limited future public funds will necessitate
that we help fund maintenance and stewardship
ot protected lands as well as acquisitions.

To obtain more private sector funding, the
Sempervirens Fund plans on expanding its
membership base five fold from an active 15,000
present members to at least 75,000 by the year
2010. Our efforts and appeals need to be
increasingly shared with the State’s and Nation’s
populations, by presenting our goals and
accomplishments using materials and methods

T
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Involving more people requires education and
activities to be made available for all ages. The
Sempervirens Fund skillfully rode the first wave
of environmentalism in the late 1960’s and 1970’s
to involve and educate thousands about the

need for land conservation and, the dangers of
over-development and commercial logging. The
individuals and groups that learned those
lessons ageneration ago are today’s community
and conservation leaders. The future leaders of

the land preservation movement must represent
business and community interests in amuch
b r o a d e r

conservation-oriented organizations. Land
conservation should and can become relevant to
people in all walks of life.

In the 1980’s, the Sempervirens Fund greatly
expanded its membership and donor support as
it purchased threatened properties. With much
of i t s t ime devo ted to the techn ica l ma t te rs

associated with land preservation, educational
programs were minimal although effective.

Moving forward to continue past success
requires arevised and ambitious education
program for all ages. Taking advantage of the
I n t e r n e t a n d o t h e r m e d i a c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

technology is just the beginning, and can be our

most leveraged form of communication and
education. At the same time we must not lose
the personal interaction which has been and will
be always most Important.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n i n t h e c l a s s r o o m a n d

mthe forest should be promoted and implemen¬
ted on ascheduled basis. Special outings, trail
hikes, and other activities should be regularly
planned as primary social activities for the
Sempervirens Fund to invite and involve new
s u p p o r t e r s .

The public's increasing need to escape escalat¬
ing urbanization has also been acentury in
developing. We must recognize that as the
population pressures increase, impacts on our
natural resources will become even greater.

To preserve those limited lands for public
benefit will require more action and less talk;
more commitment and less compromise; anew
vision and creative solutions to be implemented.
We pledge the land conservation results for the
next century will be equal to or even better than
the results of the hard work of the past 100 years.

The journey will be challenging and costly but
infinitely worth the effort.

than those purely traditionalm a n n e r ,
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